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Objective: Research in cultural and communication studies opens a
wide horizon of interdisciplinary inquiry. Religion, culture, and
communication constitute central domains within this field. Among
the pivotal axes of religious studies is the analysis of sacred texts,
including the Qur'an, transmitted traditions, and devotional
visitations (ziyarat) associated with the Prophet’s Household. The
ﬁ.res/g:rll.t study offers a semiotic analysis of Ziyarat Warith of Husayn
in Ali.

Method: Adopting a descriptive-analytical method and purposive
sampling, selected passages of the text are examined in depth.
Results: The article draws upon: (1) the Qur’anic foundations of
Ziyarat Warith as articulated Ey Mohsen Gharati and Mohammad-
Bager Majlesi; (2) Musa al-Sadr’s interpretation of the perpetual
struggle between truth and falsehood as reflected in the text; (3)
scholarly perspectives on material and spiritual inheritance in the
ziyarah; and (4) theoretical frameworks derived from structuralism,
including the semiotics of Ferdinand de Saussure, the mythology
theory of Roland Barthes, and Michel Foucault’s discourse analysis.
Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that: (1) Ziyarat Warith lends
itself to a coherent semiotic reading; (2) the inheritance of Imam
Husayn si%niﬁes the custodianship of the content, purposes, virtues,
and salvific mission of previous prophets; (3) this notion of
inheritance possesses explicit Qur’anic g)undations; (4) the mythic
mode of expression in certain passages confers a transhistorical and
eternal dimension upon the uprising of Imam Husayn; and (5)
through the construction of binary oppositions, the ziyarah generates
a distinctly religious discourse within the consciousness of its
adherents
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Introduction

The present research conducts a semiotic analysis of the Ziyarat Warith of
Imam Husayn (AS) with emphasis on its Quranic foundations. Ziyarat Warith
is among the authentic Shiite pilgrimages narrated in sources such as Sheikh
Mufid's Al-Mazar and Sheikh Tusi's Misbah al-Mutahajjid, named for the
repeated use of the word "Warith" (inheritor) at its beginning. This pilgrimage
introduces Imam Husayn (AS) as the inheritor of previous prophets and
contains profound concepts that warrant contemplation beyond their literal
meaning.

The main problem of the research is to discover the hidden semantic layers
in Ziyarat Warith and explain how it connects with the Holy Quran and other
religious texts. The central questions are: 1) Can Ziyarat Warith be read
through semiotic analysis alongside other religious texts within a semantic
structure? 2) Do some concepts and phrases in Ziyarat Warith carry implicit
meanings and mythological functions, or are all phrases merely literal? 3) Are
the phrases of Ziyarat Warith capable of discourse formation in the minds of
religious followers and creating an endless chain in representing the struggle
between truth and falsehood?

The research background shows works such as "Interpretation of Ziyarat
Warith" by Seyyed Morteza Hosseini Isfahani, "Husayn, Inheritor of the
Prophets" by Imam Musa Sadr, and "Imam Husayn, Inheritor of the Prophets"
by Gholamhossein Majlesi Koupani have explained and interpreted this
pilgrimage. Additionally, a study titled "Quranic and Narrative
Documentation of Ziyarat Warith" has compared the attributes of this
pilgrimage with Quranic verses. However, none of these works have analyzed
Ziyarat Warith through semiotic and mythological approaches, revealing a
research gap in this field. The innovation of the present research lies in
utilizing theories of structuralism, Saussurean semiotics, Roland Barthes'
mythology, and Foucault's discourse analysis to examine this religious text.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative paradigm with a descriptive-analytical
approach. The philosophical foundation is based on interpretive, constructive-
hermeneutic, and non-positivist approaches. The research population is the
complete text of Ziyarat Warith of Imam Husayn (AS). Purposeful sampling
was conducted, selecting phrases that: 1) have prominent literary and
metaphorical aspects, 2) allow for semiotic analysis, and 3) have the greatest
alignment with the theoretical framework.
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Data collection tools included note-taking from library sources
comprising: the Holy Quran, Ziyarat Warith, authoritative commentaries,
narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), and works related to semiotics and cultural
studies. The main research variables are: linguistic signs in Ziyarat Warith
(signifiers), their explicit and implicit meanings (signifieds), and syntagmatic
and paradigmatic relationships among signs.

Data analysis was conducted qualitatively using three theoretical
approaches: 1) Saussurean semiotics emphasizing the syntagmatic and
paradigmatic axes and the signifier-signified relationship; 2) Roland Barthes'
mythology focusing on the three levels of signification (explicit, implicit,
mythological); and 3) Foucault's discourse analysis considering binary
oppositions and mechanisms of exclusion and rejection. Thus, selected phrases
were placed in correspondence with Quranic verses and related narrations, and
their semantic relationships were analyzed within a network of signs.

Findings

The research findings can be categorized into five main areas:

1. Capability for Semiotic Reading of Ziyarat Warith: The phrases of
Ziyarat Warith, through the juxtaposition of linguistic signs and the codes of
religious culture present in other religious texts (Quran, narrations, and other
pilgrimages) on syntagmatic and paradigmatic axes, are amenable to semiotic
analysis. For instance, the phrase "Peace be upon you, O inheritor of Adam,
the chosen one of Allah" placed syntagmatically with verses related to Prophet
Adam (vicegerency of Allah, teaching of names, breathing of spirit) acquires
deeper meaning.

2. Implicit Meaning of Inheritance: From a structuralist perspective, the
meaning of "inheritance" for language speakers in the implicit and connotative
reading of Ziyarat Warith phrases is not the inheritance of material belongings
and books of other prophets, but rather the inheritance of content, goals of
scriptures, and the attributes and virtues of divine prophets. This inheritance
can be explained at levels such as inheritance of life, martyrdom, ultimate
destiny, path, and purpose.

3. Quranic Foundations of Inheritance: The correspondence of Ziyarat
Warith phrases with Quranic verses confirms the Quranic foundations of
Imam Husayn's (AS) inheritance from the prophets. For example: inheritance
from Prophet Adam (verses of vicegerency, teaching of names, breathing of
spirit), inheritance from Prophet Noah (the ark of salvation), inheritance from
Prophet Abraham (heartfelt certainty, faith, settling family in the desert),
inheritance from Prophet Moses (struggle against oppression), and inheritance
from Prophet Jesus (seeking helpers for guidance).
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4. Religious Discourse Formation: Ziyarat Warith, by creating binary
oppositions (good/evil, truth/falsehood, light/darkness, purity/impurity,
peace/curse, proximity/disavowal), divides meanings and practices, and
through praising the virtuous and cursing the wicked, provides an endless
chain of discourse and an invisible presence in the minds of religious
followers. The word "Ummah" in the curse phrase transcends its specific
geographical and historical meaning, acquiring a universal and timeless
significance that includes any wrongdoer group.

5. Mythological Function: Mythological expression in some phrases of
Ziyarat Warith bestows an eternal and everlasting aspect on Imam Husayn's
(AS) uprising. Signs such as "light," "impurity," "Tharallah" (the blood-
revenge of Allah), and "the ark of salvation" carry implicit meanings,
acquiring mythological functions and organizing methods of religious
conceptualization. The opposition between "light in lofty loins" and "the
impurities of ignorance" represents the opposition of good nature against evil,
good against evil, and the light of reason against the impurity of ignorance.

Discussion and Conclusion

The research results indicate that Ziyarat Warith of Imam Husayn (AS) is
a multi-layered text rich with meaningful signs, and through semiotic,
mythological, and discourse analysis approaches, its hidden semantic layers
can be accessed. These findings align with previous research on the
interpretation of Ziyarat Warith but open new horizons.

First, Imam Husayn's (AS) inheritance from the prophets is not merely a
material or historical concept but represents the inheritance of content, goals,
attributes, and virtues of the prophets. This meaning becomes evident through
semiotic analysis and placing Ziyarat phrases in syntagmatic relation with
Quranic verses. Second, Ziyarat Warith, utilizing mythological language and
binary oppositions, removes the event of Ashura from its specific temporal
context and transforms it into an eternal and everlasting phenomenon. This is
what Imam Musa Sadr referred to as "bringing Ashura out of isolation."

Third, Ziyarat Warith, through its discursive mechanism, creates a
systematic worldview in the minds of followers. The binary oppositions
depicted in this pilgrimage (light/darkness, purity/impurity, peace/curse)
define identity boundaries and place the audience in a position of choosing
between truth and falsehood. This discursive function encourages
followers throughout history to adopt an active stance in confronting the
forces of falsehood.
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The practical applications of this research in the field of religious studies
and cultural communication are significant. The semiotic approach can
contribute to a deeper understanding of religious texts and the discovery of
their hidden semantic layers. Additionally, this type of analysis can assist in
designing more effective religious messages for contemporary audiences. It is
suggested that future research conduct semiotic analysis of other pilgrimages
of the Imams (AS) with a comparative approach.
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