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Genetic

Objective: The Modern Evolutionary Synthesis—commonly referred to
as Neo-evolutionism or Neo-Darwinism—constitutes a reconstructed
formulation of Charles Darwin’s theory of the evolution of species,
developed in the mid-twentieth century by a number of Western scientists.
Method: The present article undertakes a descriptive—analytical and
critical examination of this theory and explores its points of tension with
the Qur’anic account of the origin of humankind.

Results: The findings indicate t%at the revised formulation of evolutionary
theory shares fundamental premises and conclusions with Darwin’s
original hypothesis, differing primarily in its interpretation of the
mechanisms underlying species transformation. According to the neo-
evolutionary account, change does not proceed through mperceptibly
gradual modification alone but may occur through sudden genetic
mutations, even though the emergence of a new species still requires
extended temporal processes. Proponents of Neo-evolutionism ground
their claims in the observation of genetic mutations in certain animals and
in laboratory-based experimental evidence. Among the principal empirical
criticisms of this perspective are the extremely low probability of beneficial
random mutations and the predominance of harmgll or neutral mutations.
Furthermore, of the three possible semantic interpretations of “chance”
invoked by supporters of the theory, two entail significant rational and
philosophical difficulties.

Conclusion: Even assuming its empirical confirmation, the theory stands
in explicit conflict with the Qur'an on two foundational claims: first, the
indeterminacy or non-specificity of the first human being; and second, the
assertion that the human species emerged through the cumulative
inheritance of mutated traits across generations. From the Qur’anic
perspective, both propositions are untenable. A central problem of Neo-
evolutionism, as argued in this study, is the absence of decisive evidence
substantiating its claims precisely in those areas where they challenge the
Qur’anic account. By contrast, on the basis of well-established rational and
transmitted proofs, the Qur’an is held to be divine revelation, and its
propositions therefore possess epistemic authority and veracity
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Introduction

This research conducts a comparative study of the Modern Evolutionary
Synthesis (Neo-evolutionism) theory with the Quranic perspective on the
creation of the human species. The origin of human emergence on Earth has
always been a controversial topic among empirical scientists and religious
followers. In Abrahamic scriptures, particularly the Holy Quran, the
independent creation of the first human by God is emphasized. In contrast,
empirical scientists have proposed hypotheses that consider human emergence
as a result of evolutionary processes and transformation from previous
organisms. Darwin's theory of evolution of species in the nineteenth century
faced numerous deficiencies and criticisms. After the fundamental problems
of this hypothesis became apparent, a group of scientists, relying on random
genetic mutations alongside natural selection, presented a new interpretation
known as the Modern Evolutionary Synthesis or Neo-evolutionism. The main
research questions are: What are the differences and distinctions between the
new interpretation of evolution and Darwin's hypothesis? What deficiencies
and problems does this interpretation face? What challenges does it pose to
Quranic teachings on the creation of humans?

The research background shows that numerous works have addressed the
issue of human origins from religious and scientific perspectives, but only a
few have evaluated the new interpretations of the evolution hypothesis. Books
such as "Religion and Evolution" (Akhawan-Nabavi, 2019), "The Creation of
Life" (Dorvizeh, 2010), and "Examination and Critique of Evolutionary
Theories" (Nishabouri, 1988) have critiqued Neo-Darwinism, but none have
specifically examined the challenge of Neo-evolutionism with the Quranic
perspective. The article "Darwinian Chance and Genetic Mutation from the
Perspective of Islamic Philosophy" (Tabatabai, 2018) presents a philosophical
evaluation of the evolution hypothesis but does not address its challenges with
the Quran. Therefore, research in this area remains necessary.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-critical method to examine the
relationship between old and new hypotheses of evolution and to critique the
new hypothesis, and uses a comparative-critical approach to evaluate the
challenges of Neo-evolutionism with Quranic teachings. Sources include the
Holy Quran, authoritative commentaries (such as Al-Mizan), works of
empirical scientists (such as works by Darwin, Mayr, Dawkins), and related
philosophical and theological research. To analyze the Quranic perspective,
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verses related to human creation were examined using authoritative
commentaries, and three main propositions were extracted. To evaluate Neo-
evolutionism, first its relationship with Darwin's hypothesis was explained,
then its evidence and arguments were critiqued from empirical and rational
perspectives, and finally its challenges with the Quranic perspective were
analyzed. The theoretical framework of the research is based on rational
intuition in validating scientific theories: if there is sufficient evidence for the
validity of a scientific claim and no significant counterexamples are found,
that claim is valid; otherwise, it remains a hypothesis. In case of inconsistency
between certain knowledge and probable knowledge, certain knowledge takes
precedence.

Findings

The research findings can be presented in three main areas:

1. Relationship and Distinction of Neo-evolutionism with Darwin's
Hypothesis: Neo-evolutionism shares premises and conclusions with Darwin's
hypothesis but differs fundamentally in explaining the mechanism of species
change. Darwin emphasized the inheritance of acquired traits resulting from
adaptation to the environment (natural selection), while Neo-evolutionists
have replaced this with the role of random genetic mutations. According to
them, changes occur not gradually but suddenly, although forming a new
species requires a long time. The main reason proponents of this theory cite is
the observation of genetic mutations in some animals and laboratory evidence
such as Morgan's experiments on fruit flies.

2. Criticisms of Neo-evolutionism: This theory faces numerous empirical
and rational problems. Empirical problems include: the very low rate of
random mutations (5 to 10 errors per billion replications in bacteria), most
mutations being harmful, disruption of the balanced genetic organization of
organisms, and inability to explain the emergence of complex and integrated
systems of the human body. Rational problems relate to the analysis of the
concept of "randomness" in genetic mutations. Three possibilities for the
meaning of randomness can be considered: being causeless, having unknown
causes, and being purposeless. The first possibility is incompatible with the
law of causality. The second possibility (having unknown causes), although
more acceptable, does not prove the theory's claim. The third possibility
(purposelessness) conflicts with the argument of design and the purposiveness
of the universe.
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3. The Quranic Perspective on Human Creation and Its Challenges with
Neo-evolutionism: The Quranic perspective can be summarized in three
propositions: (a) The lineage of today's humans leads to a specific man and
woman as the first humans (Adam and Eve) (Al-Nisa: 1; Al-A'raf: 27). (b)
Today's humans come into existence through reproduction and sperm, but the
first human was created directly from soil (Al-Sajdah: 7-8; Al-Imran: 59). (c)
The creation of the first human was not instantaneous, but neither does it
require the passage of long centuries and gradual evolution from other
organisms (Al-Hijr: 28-29). Accordingly, Neo-evolutionism has clear
opposition to the Quran in two fundamental claims: first, its emphasis on the
indeterminacy of the first human (due to the continuity of the evolutionary
process) versus the Quranic view that traces human lineage to a specific
person. Second, its emphasis on human emergence through the accumulation
of mutated traits and their transmission through inheritance (which requires
the existence of parents for the first human) versus the Quranic view that
Adam was created without father or mother.

Discussion and Conclusion

The research findings indicate that Neo-evolutionism, as a reconstructed
interpretation of Darwin's hypothesis, has not only failed to resolve its
deficiencies but has also faced new empirical and rational problems. The very
low rate of useful mutations, the harmfulness of most mutations, and the
inability to explain the emergence of complex biological structures are among
the most important empirical problems of this theory. Also, analysis of the
concept of "randomness" shows that this word is either used to mean
causelessness (incompatible with the law of causality), or unknown causes
(which does not prove the theory's claim), or purposelessness (which conflicts
with the purposiveness of the universe).

In contrast, the Quranic perspective on human creation, based on numerous
verses and authoritative commentaries, possesses clarity and internal
coherence. The three propositions extracted from the Quran provide a clear
framework for how the first human and his descendants emerged, which does
not conflict with definitive scientific findings; because Neo-evolutionism on
the issue of human origins lacks conclusive empirical evidence and does not
have the necessary epistemological value to challenge definitive Quranic
teachings.

The findings of this research align with previous studies such as the
critiques of Dorvizeh (2010) and Nishabouri (1988) on Neo-Darwinism, but
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its innovation lies in the comparative analysis of Neo-evolutionism with the
Quranic perspective and providing a framework for epistemological
evaluation of science-religion conflicts. According to this framework, in
conflicts between certain knowledge (definitive Quranic teachings) and
probable knowledge (scientific theories), certain knowledge takes precedence.
Therefore, the challenges raised neither refute Quranic teachings nor
necessitate interpreting the Quranic view on this subject.
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