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Objective: This research conducts a semantic and interdisciplinary
analysis of the Qur'anic phrase "wal-samawatu matwiyyatun
biyaminih" (al-Zumar/67) to examine its lexical and exegetical
dimensions and its constructive correlation with contemporary
cosmological findings.

Methods: Employing qualitative content analysis and a comparative
approach, the meanings of key lexical items were extracted from
authoritative lexicographic and Qur'anic sources, and the
interpretations of prominent exegetes (including al-Tabari, al-
Zamakhshari, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'l) were analyzed.
Furthermore, within the framework of the "constructive interaction
of science and religion" theory, the concept of matwiyyat was
examined in relation to the scientific model of the "Big Crunch".
Findings: The findings indicate that within the exegetical tradition, this
phrase simultaneously alludes to the physical dimension and the eventual
end of the cosmic order, and serves as a symbol of absolute divine power
and the return of existence to the Creator. Moreover, a significant structural
similarity exists between the Qur'anic concept of the "folding up of the
heavens" and the scientific "Big Crunch" hypothesis. This alignment does
not imply complete correspondence but rather demonstrates the Qur'an's
capacity for constructive engagement with scientific discoveries, wherein
science elucidates the "how" and religion articulates the "why" and the
"ultimate purpose" of the phenomenon.

Conclusion: This research emphasizes that a profound comprehension
of Qur'anic concepts such as matwiyyat necessitates a holistic
approach - one that, while remaining faithful to the theological
foundations of the text, facilitates a constructive dialogue with human
knowledge and presents an integrated vision of the cosmic order.
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Introduction

This research conducts a semantic analysis of the Quranic phrase "Wa al-
samawatu matwiyyatun bi-yaminih" (Al-Zumar: 67), which, as one of the
profound and multi-layered concepts of the Holy Quran, presents a
comprehensive image of divine power and the relationship of the cosmic
system with the origin and the resurrection. This phrase refers to the ultimate
structure of creation and the return of existence to the Creator, and has long
been the focus of attention of Muslim exegetes, philosophers, and mystics.
The concept of "al-samawat" in the Quran is one of the central and
fundamental concepts mentioned in numerous verses, referring not only to
physical heavens but also to spiritual and metaphysical worlds. The word
"matwiyyat," derived from the root "t-w-y" meaning to fold and roll up,
presents an image of the final integration of the universe by divine will.

The main research questions are: 1) What meanings do the words "al-
samawat" and "matwiyyat" in this phrase have in terms of lexical, semantic,
and syntagmatic analysis? 2) How has this phrase been explained in Quranic
exegesis and narrations? 3) How can this Quranic concept be analyzed and
interpreted with contemporary cosmological findings?

The research background shows that numerous studies have addressed the
concept of "sama" in the Quran, including "Descriptive Semantics of Samawat
in the Quran" (Nekounam, 2005), "The Seven Heavens and the Earth" (Rezaei,
2008), and "The Literary Miracle of the Quran in the Semantics of the Word
Sama" (Hosseini and Nakhaei, 2016). Also, in the field of the end of the
universe, works such as "The Quran and Cosmology" (Mostarahmi, 2008) and
"Astronomical Verses of the Quran and the Evolution of Astronomy" (Nasiri
Qeydari, 2012) have comparatively examined Quranic verses with scientific
findings. However, the innovation of the present research lies in employing a
dynamic interdisciplinary approach and simultaneous analysis of the lexical,
exegetical, philosophical, mystical, and scientific dimensions of this Quranic
phrase, which has received less attention so far.

Methodology

This research was conducted with an interdisciplinary approach and a
descriptive-analytical method. The research approach is dynamic
interdisciplinary, in which the interaction between theology, Islamic
philosophy, historical semantics, and cosmology takes place dialectically and
systematically. Data collection was done through library research using
authoritative sources including the Holy Quran, commentaries (such as
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Tabari's Jami' al-Bayan, Zamakhshari's Al-Kashshaf, Tabrisi's Majma' al-
Bayan, Tabatabai's Al-Mizan, Tafsir-e Nemouneh), lexical books (such as
Raghib's Mufradat, Ibn Faris's Mu'jam Maqayis al-Lughah), narrative sources
(such as Al-Kafi, Bihar al-Anwar), and philosophical and mystical works
(such as Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Theosophy, Ibn Arabi's Meccan
Revelations). Also, for comparative analysis with contemporary scientific
findings, authoritative cosmological sources (such as the works of Stephen
Hawking) were utilized.

Data analysis was conducted in four stages: 1) etymological and semantic
analysis of the words "al-samawat" and "matwiyyat"; 2) examination of the
usage of these words in the Quran and their syntagmatic and paradigmatic
relations; 3) analysis of the views of exegetes and Islamic thinkers in five main
categories; 4) comparison of the concept of "matwiyyat" with contemporary
scientific theories such as the "Big Crunch," observing the framework of
constructive interaction between science and religion.

Findings

The research findings can be presented in five main axes:

1. Lexical and Semantic Analysis: The word "al-samawat," the plural of
"sama," is derived from the root "s-m-w" meaning height and elevation, and
is used in the Quran in two main meanings: a) physical heavens including
atmospheric layers and galaxies; b) metaphysical and spiritual worlds. The
word "matwiyyat" is derived from the root "t-w-y" meaning to fold, roll up,
and gather, and in the Quran refers to the process of the heavens being folded
up on the Day of Resurrection.

2. Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Relations: The most important
syntagmatic relations of "al-samawat" include: "al-samawat wa al-ard"
(indicating the harmony of heaven and earth), "fatir al-samawat" (indicating
God's creatorship), "sab‘ samawat" (indicating the seven layers of heaven).
The word "matwiyyat" is syntagmatically related to "bi-yaminih" (with His
right hand), which is a metaphor for absolute divine power. Paradigmatically,
the verse in question has semantic affinity with verses referring to divine
power (such as Al-Imran: 189), the order of creation (such as Fatir: 41; Qaf:
6), and the scene of resurrection (such as Al-Anbiya: 104).

3. Views of Exegetes: Analysis of commentaries reveals five main views
on this phrase:



The Quran and Science, 2025, 19 (37) 328

First View: Manifestation of Divine Majesty and Glory (Tabrisi in Javami' al-
Jami', Zamakhshari in Al-Kashshaf) - This phrase is merely to visualize God's
greatness, and "matwiyyat" means the folding of the heavens like a scroll.

Second View: Indication of Spiritual and Spiritual Levels of Existence
(Allamah Tabatabai in Al-Mizan) - "Samawat" refers to spiritual levels and
the station of proximity to God, and "matwiyyat" symbolizes the return of
multiplicity to unity.

Third View: Emphasis on the End of the Cosmic System and the Beginning
of Resurrection (Tabrisi in Majma' al-Bayan) - This phrase refers to the great
transformations at the end of the world.

Fourth View: Symbol of Absolute Divine Power and Domination (Tabari
in Jami' al-Bayan, Majlisi in Bihar al-Anwar) - "Yamin" is a metaphor for
divine power and strength, and "matwiyyat" indicates God's complete
domination over the heavens.

Fifth View: Comparison with the Big Crunch Theory (contemporary view)
- The concept of "matwiyyat" can be compared with the process of cosmic
contraction in the "Big Crunch" model, without reducing the metaphysical
implications of the verse.

4. Philosophical and Mystical Analysis: In Islamic philosophy (Mulla
Sadra) and mysticism (Ibn Arabi), this phrase is interpreted as the return of
the entire system of existence to the origin of being and the "arc of ascent."
This return is an intrinsic process for all beings through which the universe
attains unity with God.

5. Comparison with Contemporary Scientific Findings: The "Big Crunch"
theory in cosmology states that if the density of the universe exceeds the
critical density, cosmic expansion will stop and a contraction process will
begin, ultimately leading to the gathering of all cosmic objects into a single
point (singularity). This process has a significant structural similarity with the
Quranic image of "matwiyyat." Based on the framework of "constructive
interaction" between science and religion, science describes the "how" of this
process, and religion explains the "why" and "purpose" of it.

Discussion and Conclusion

The research findings show that the Quranic phrase "Wa al-samawatu
matwiyyatun bi-yaminih" has deep and multiple semantic layers, with various
exegetes addressing its different dimensions. This phrase not only refers to the
physical end of the universe but also symbolizes the return of all beings to the
divine origin and the manifestation of God's absolute power. Comparing this
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concept with the "Big Crunch" theory in contemporary cosmology, from the
perspective of the "constructive interaction" framework between science and
religion, demonstrates harmony between scientific findings and Quranic
teachings, without leading to scientific reductionism or purely allegorical
interpretation. The Holy Quran, with metaphorical language, refers to
phenomena that were later discovered through human knowledge, indicating
the high capacity of this divine book for constructive dialogue with modern
sciences.

Compared to previous studies, this research, with a comprehensive and
interdisciplinary approach, has been able to cover the various semantic,
exegetical, philosophical, and scientific dimensions of this Quranic phrase and
provide a framework for constructive interaction between science and
religion. The findings emphasize that the Quran, beyond scientific
descriptions and human limitations, presents a holistic and divine view of the
cosmic system and God's domination over it. This research can pave the way
for further studies in the field of interdisciplinary research on the Quran and
natural sciences.
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