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1. Introduction:

Upbringing (Tarbiyah) represents one of the foundational pillars for
shaping human personality and guiding individuals toward personal and
social perfection. Within the Islamic worldview, education is not merely a
social necessity or a pragmatic duty, but a divine obligation (7ak/if) anchored
primarily within the institution of the family. The Holy Quran, as the
ultimate source of divine guidance, accords profound importance to family-
based education and specifies parental responsibility—particularly that of
fathers—in several passages. Most notably, Surah At-Tahrim (66:6) presents
the explicit divine command: “O you who have believed, protect yourselves
and your families from a Fire” (Ya ayyuha alladhina amanii qii anfusakum
wa-ahlikum naran). This verse serves as a cornerstone for constructing a
comprehensive Islamic educational framework.

In the contemporary era, the institution of the family faces unprecedented
structural and ideological challenges. Cultural, media, and educational
institutions increasingly usurp the traditional socialization functions of
parents. Consequently, re-evaluating parental responsibility and examining
the family's centrality through Quranic hermeneutics has become an urgent
academic imperative. Previous scholarship—such as studies by Hashemi
(2011), Rostami-Nasab and Shabestari-Nezhad (2013), Agha-Mohammadi
(2019), and Shahroudi et al. (2014)—addressed general family functions or
value transmission in Islam. However, these works lacked an explicit,
dedicated structural analysis of Q. 66:6 as an integrative model for domestic
governance and educational authority.

This research fills that theoretical lacuna by addressing four fundamental questions:

1. Who is designated as the primary educational guardian (Mutawalli) in
the family according to Q. 66:6, and what are their defining attributes?

2. What conceptual mechanisms does this verse establish regarding
parental accountability?

3. How can parental roles be redefined by integrating exegetical insights
with modern developmental psychology?

4. How can Quranic teachings fortify family authority against modern
socio-technological disruptions?

2. Methodology

This investigation employs a qualitative, foundational research design
rooted in Quranic hermeneutics and interdisciplinary analysis. The Holy
Quran serves as the ultimate reference text, supplemented by authoritative
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classical and contemporary commentaries across Islamic schools of thought,
including A/-Mizan (Tabataba'i), Majma' al-Bayan (Tabarsi), Mafatih al-
Ghayb (Fakhr al-Din al-Razi), Al-Kashshaf (Zamakhshari), Ruh al-Ma'ani
(Alusi), Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (Ibn 'Ashur), and Tafsir Nemoneh (Makarem
Shirazi). Canonical Hadith compilations (Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim,
Al-Kafi, Wasa'il al-Shi'ah) were also analyzed to establish prophetic
traditions regarding domestic leadership.

The methodological workflow operates in three distinct phases: First, a
precise linguistic and semantic analysis of the textual components of Q. 66:6
is conducted (Qii, Anfusakum, Ahlikum, Naran). Second, exegetical opinions
are thematicized and categorized to evaluate scholars' positions regarding
family leadership. Third, an interdisciplinary comparative analysis aligns
Quranic principles with modern developmental theories—specifically
Bandura's Social Learning Theory, Bowlby's Attachment Theory, Kohlberg's
Stages of Moral Development, and Bem's Gender Schema Theory. Modern
psychological concepts serve strictly as comparative tools to illustrate the
contemporary viability of revelation, preventing human theories from being
imposed onto sacred text.

3. Findings:

Linguistic and Conceptual Dimensions of Q. 66:6:

The imperative verb Qi derives from the root w-g-y (Wigayah),
signifying proactive, preventative protection against harm rather than passive
reaction. The phrase Anfusakum precedes Ahlikum, establishing the absolute
priority of self-reformation (Zazkiyah) prior to attempting the guidance of
others. A parent cannot effectively educate without personal moral
discipline. Furthermore, Naran appears in the indefinite form (Nakirah) to
emphasize the magnitude and severity of spiritual ruin, encompassing both
infernal punishment and worldly moral degeneration. Exegetes agree that
“protecting the family” entails teaching religious duties, instilling moral
virtues, enforcing discipline, and maintaining active spiritual supervision.

The Primary Educational Guardian vs. Shared Supervision:

A critical debate among exegetes concerns whether educational
guardianship belongs exclusively to the father or is shared equally between
both parents. Exegetes such as Tabataba'i, Ibn 'Ashur, Razi, Zamakhshari,
and Sayyid Qutb hold that Q. 66:6 addresses the father as the primary
manager (Qayyim) and legal guardian possessing spiritual and administrative
authority. Conversely, scholars such as Lady Amin, Muhammad Izzat
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Darwaza, and Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah argue that “believers”
addresses all faithful individuals, advocating for a joint supervisory model.
The synthesis of these views demonstrates that while the father bears
ultimate administrative and legal responsibility (“Manager of Guidance”),
the mother acts as the “Nurturer of Character” and emotional anchor.
Effective upbringing requires an integrated synergy where the father's
rational governance merges with the mother's affective nurture.

Exegete / Scholar Edqc? tional Textual Rationale & Argumentation
osition
The address “O you who believe” applies to
Lady Amin Joint Parental all believers (male and female). Akl
(Banu Amin) Guardianship encompasses the household, and mothers
are the primary early educators.
Quranic commands address both genders.
Joint Parental Financial guardianship (Qawwamiyyah)
M. Izzat Darwaza Guardianship does not imply male absolute educational
supremacy over mothers.
Parental responsibilities are split
Sayyid M. H. Complementary cooperatively:  the  father = manages
Fadlallah Co-Supervision administrative strategy, while the mother
leads emotional bonding.
L Q. 66:6 addresses the individual holding
Allamah " Specialized legal and moral guardianship (Wilayah)
Tabataba'i & J. Paternal he h hold. P | hori
Mughniyyah Leadership over the ousehold. aternal authority
provides administrative order.
Speciali The head of the household is legally
pecialized . =)
, accountable  for  enforcing  Wigayah
Ibn 'Ashur Paternal - d : he famil
Leadership (protect_lo_n) an steer}ng the family away
from spiritual destruction.
The father possesses spiritual jurisdiction
Fakhr al-Din al- Paternal Authority over the family, making Enjoining Good
Razi with Obligation and Forbidding Evil inside the home a

binding duty.

Convergence with Modern Psychological Theories:

The Quranic framework aligns remarkably with established developmental
paradigms. Bowlby's Attachment Theory mirrors the Quranic requirement for
continuous, loving parental presence as a prerequisite for moral
internalization. Bandura's Social Learning Theory echoes the Anfusakum
imperative, confirming that children acquire moral habits primarily through
observational modeling of parental behavior rather than verbal instruction.
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Kohlberg's Moral Development stages correlate with the gradual, dialogical
instruction demonstrated in Quranic pedagogical models (such as Lugman's
advice to his son). Finally, Bem's Gender Schema Theory aligns with the
complementary role modeling provided by the father (embodying authority
and protection) and mother (embodying compassion and modesty).

Contemporary Educational Challenges and Quranic Solutions:

Today's family faces severe pressures, including digital media saturation
that erodes parental authority, dual-earner time constraints, gender role
blurring, and secularized education systems that marginalize faith. In
response, Q. 66:6 establishes a decisive strategy:

1. Reclaiming the parental identity as a Ra'i (shepherd/guardian
accountable to God);

2. Instituting regular family dialogue regarding faith and values (modeled
after Surah Lugman);

3. Creating an intentional home environment where prayer, modesty, and
ethical boundaries are daily norms; and

4. Applying proactive, preventative education (Wigayah) that equips
children with moral discernment rather than delayed reactive punishment.

4. Conclusion

This research establishes that Surah At-Tahrim (66:6) provides a
foundational, highly coherent model for Islamic family-centered education.
The verse elevates parenting from a mere socio-biological role to a
mandatory divine covenant (7aklif). The Quran designates the father as the
executive guardian of family education while positioning the mother as the
indispensable emotional and moral co-educator. Successful Islamic
upbringing cannot occur through unilateral authoritarianism or passive
neglect; it demands a harmonious partnership combining executive
governance with affective nurture.

In light of contemporary socio-cultural disruptions, Q. 66:6 offers a
powerful theoretical framework for policy makers, educational institutions,
and counselors. The study recommends:

1. Developing standardized Quranic parent-training curricula based on
the Wigayah framework;

2. Re-establishing family-centered media literacy initiatives that preserve
parental authority; and

3. Policy measures supporting work-family balance to allow parents
sufficient time for spiritual and emotional engagement with their children.
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