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Objective: Examining the Quranic media techniques and
comparing them with media techniques presented by thinkers, with
emphasis on storytelling and content analysis of the themes of
Quranic stories.

Methodology: Qualitative with quantitative content analysis
method, and the statistical population using census method, all 114
surahs of the Quran were examined to evaluate the techniques used
based on media theories. The research was conducted by utilizing
library resources and the Comprehensive Tafsir Software and the
Quranic Thematic Encyclopedia, where all stories were identified,
and their themes and storytelling techniques were examined,
determining in which surahs and to what extent these stories are
addressed.

Results: Divine teachings, including the call to monotheism and
avoidance of polytheism; resurrection; religious rulings; and
examples of God's forgiveness, have been conveyed through
storytelling techniques appropriate to human understanding. Out
of 208 stories, the story of Prophet Abraham is mentioned in 22
surahs and 153 verses, which is the highest focus on a single story
in the Quran. "Episodic narrative structure" with a frequency of
462 verses ranks first, "ambiguity" with a frequency of 394 verses
ranks second, and "climactic and dramatic structure" with a
frequency of 349 verses ranks third as the most frequent
storytelling techniques in the Holy Quran.

Conclusions: The Quran has been placed as an ideal and
accessible written media model for humanity, and media
managers, especially those media outlets interacting with a wide
range of audiences, can benefit from the Quran as an ideal media
model.
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Introduction

The Holy Quran, as a divine medium, communicates God's message to
humanity and stands as the greatest model for ideological and value-oriented
media. Given contemporary media crises and ethical decadence in the
communication sphere, it is essential for religious media to draw upon the
Quranic model in designing and implementing media techniques. The Quran
utilizes all media tools, rhetorical methods, information dissemination
approaches, and message transmission techniques in pursuit of its lofty goals.
The main objective of this research is to examine the media techniques of the
Holy Quran with emphasis on storytelling technique, and to compare them
with prevalent media techniques. The main questions are: What are the
primary themes of Quranic stories, and what is their frequency in narrative
chapters and verses? What are the main storytelling techniques in the Quran,
and what is their frequency?

Literature review shows that numerous studies have addressed various
aspects of Quranic stories. Fattahi-Sedeh (2020) examined narrative elements
in the story of Prophet Lot, demonstrating that these stories contain elements
similar to contemporary narratives. Kazemian et al. (2020) analyzed the story
of Prophet Adam using Roland Barthes' semiotic theory. Asadi (2019)
investigated the technique of repetition in Quranic stories, concluding that
repetition serves the purposes of each chapter. Isa-Zadeh (2020) addressed
ethical indicators of media management from a Quranic perspective. Despite
these studies, no comprehensive research has examined all Quranic stories
with a media techniques analysis approach. This research aims to fill this
scientific gap.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose and employs quantitative
content analysis to examine the themes and storytelling techniques in the Holy
Quran. The statistical population includes all 114 chapters of the Holy Quran,
examined through comprehensive enumeration. Data collection tools included
library sources, comprehensive commentary software (Jame' al-Tafasir), and
the subject encyclopedia of the Holy Quran. The data collection process
involved initially identifying all Quranic stories (approximately 208 stories).
Based on these stories, themes and storytelling techniques were extracted and
analyzed to determine in which chapters and verses each story appears. In this
process, the distribution of stories across chapters was determined, and
narrative themes were extracted based on authoritative commentary sources
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such as Tafsir al-Mizan, Tafsir-e Nemouneh, Majma' al-Bayan, and Tafsir-e
Noor. The frequency of themes in Quranic chapters and verses was calculated
to identify which themes have the highest and lowest repetition. Subsequently,
storytelling techniques were identified, and the frequency of each technique
in Quranic chapters and verses was determined.

Findings

Research findings indicate that out of 114 chapters of the Holy Quran, 63
chapters (more than half) contain stories and narratives. The highest frequency
of Quranic stories is found in Surah Al-A'raf, followed by Surah Al-Baqarah
and Surah Al-Imran. Approximately 208 stories exist in the Holy Quran,
primarily focusing on the lives of 39 prophets and their companions. In terms
of frequency, the story of Prophet Abraham appears in 22 chapters and 153
verses, representing the widest coverage, followed by stories of Prophet
Moses, Prophet Jesus, and Mary. The lowest frequency belongs to the story of
the Companions of al-Raqim, which appears only in one chapter and one verse
(Al-Kahf: 9).

In the analysis of narrative themes, the theme "Possibility of God's Will
Being Realized Even in Impossible Matters" appears in 31 chapters, having
the highest frequency among narrative chapters. Following this, the two
themes "Call to Monotheism" and "Praise and Admiration of Steadfastness in
the Path of God" each appear in 27 chapters. In terms of verse frequency, the
theme "Praise and Admiration of Steadfastness in the Path of God" ranks first
with 321 verses, and the theme "Call to Monotheism" ranks second with 195
verses. The themes "Praise of Chastity" and "Necessity of Traveling on Earth"
appear only in one chapter each, having the lowest frequency.

In the analysis of storytelling techniques, 12 main techniques were
identified: episodic narrative structure (462 verses), ambiguity technique (394
verses), climactic and dramatic structure (349 verses), dispersion and
repetition (132 verses), vivid visualization of events (108 verses), creating
gaps between story scenes (119 verses), characterization (60 verses),
mentioning ethical conclusions at the beginning (24 verses), symbolic
representation (194 verses), dialogue and debate (20 verses), concise
expression and brevity (17 verses), and interrogative introduction (7 verses).
The technique of "episodic narrative structure" ranks first with 462 verses,
indicating the division of stories into smaller, independent sections while
maintaining thematic unity and alignment with the educational purposes of
each chapter. The "ambiguity technique" ranks second with 394 verses,
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referring to the use of general expressions to create broader semantic scope.
The "climactic and dramatic structure" technique ranks third with 349 verses,
utilizing dramatic elements such as character, dialogue, setting, time, and
event to engage the audience and enhance impact.

Discussion and Conclusion

Research findings demonstrate that the Holy Quran, as a complete written
medium, employs diverse and effective media techniques to convey divine
messages. This finding aligns with Mirzaei's (2019) research, which
emphasizes the Quran's comprehensiveness in utilizing all levels of media
concept. The extensive use of storytelling technique in the Quran (63 out of
114 chapters) indicates the importance of this technique in attracting
audiences and conveying profound religious concepts. Fattahi-Sedeh (2020)
also concluded in examining the story of Prophet Lot that Quranic stories
contain narrative elements for motivating audiences.

The repetition of Prophet Abraham's story in 22 chapters and 153 verses,
more than any other story, indicates the special importance of this figure in the
Quran. Asadi (2019) also referred to the technique of repetition as an attractive
method for audience engagement in examining the story of the people of
Thamud. Prominent themes such as "Praise and Admiration of Steadfastness
in the Path of God" (321 verses) and "Call to Monotheism" (195 verses) reflect
the Quran's main objectives in guiding humanity.

Among storytelling techniques, episodic narrative structure (462 verses)
and ambiguity technique (394 verses) are most frequently used. Kazemian et
al. (2020) also concluded through semiotic analysis that hermeneutic codes
play an important role in revealing ambiguous aspects of narrative and
attracting audiences. The theme "Belief in the Resurrection" is also among the
prominent themes in Quranic stories. Taheripour (2017) noted that presenting
the destiny of the righteous and wicked through various stories is one of the
persuasion techniques regarding the Resurrection.

In conclusion, the Holy Quran, through employing diverse media
techniques, particularly storytelling, has successfully conveyed profound
divine concepts to audiences in an engaging and effective manner. Media
managers, especially those in religious media, can draw upon these techniques
to design and implement more successful programs and transmit value-
oriented messages more effectively to their audiences.
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