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Objective: This study aims to conduct a content analysis of “The
Qur’anic Charter from the Perspective of the Shia of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them)”, as a formal document within contemporary
Islamic discourse. The central research problem is grounded in the
premise that, as a unifying agent, the Qur’an necessitates the clear
articulation of specific interpretive frameworks within intra-Islamic
dialogue .

Method: The methodology employed is qualitative content analysis
with a descriptive—analytical approach; primary data consist of the
14-clause text of the Charter and supporting documentation
regarding its drafting and institutional ratification.

Results: Findings indicate that the Charter highlights extensive
commonalities with other Islamic schools—such as the Qur’an’s
divine origin, incorruptibility, inimitability, and the obligation to
honor it—while simultaneously presenting a distinctively Shi’a
exegetical framework, anchored in the muwalat (inseparable bond)
of the Qur’an and ‘Itrah (Ahl al-Bayt), particularly through reliance
on the Hadith al-Thaqalayn. Clauses concerning Ahl al-Bayt and
political implications exhibit both overlap with other schools and
potential to foster deeper dialogue.

Conclusion: In conclusion, the Charter affirms the Shia
commitment to the Qur’an as the central axis of Islamic unity, while,
through a coherent statement, it provides a roadmap for trans-
sectarian scholarly and social cooperation — explicitly grounded in
its fundamentals ijtihadl principles. Its multilingual publication
underscores its intent to present this vision globally. In summary, the
Charter offers a model for Qur’an-centered dialogue that respects
doctrinal diversity within the bounds of core Islamic tenets.
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Introduction

The Qur’an, as the divine speech of God, constitutes the central pillar of
Islamic identity and unity. Nevertheless, historical diversity in interpretation
and ijtihad has sometimes led to ambiguity regarding shared fundamentals or
reinforced confrontational discourses. In this context, the need for official,
transparent, and institutionally grounded statements—based on authoritative

scholarly legitimacy within each school—has become evident.

“The Qur’anic Charter from the Perspective of the Shia of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them)” is the product of a two-year, large-scale research
initiative conducted at the Qom Seminary under the supervision of Dr.
Mohammad Ali Reza’i Isfahani. It was developed in response to a scholarly
gap concerning the formal, systematic stance of Twelver Shia institutions on
the Qur’an.

The primary objective of this paper is to conduct a systematic, content-
based analysis of the Charter’s 14 clauses, with a descriptive—analytical
approach. The study examines the historical and institutional background of
its drafting, the drafting and ratification process, thematic categorization of
the content, and the extraction of theological, hermeneutical, socio-political,

and international implications.

Methodology

The research employs qualitative content analysis, with a descriptive—
analytical framework. Primary data consist of the 14-clause text of the Charter
and supporting documentation regarding its background, drafting, and
dissemination.

The Charter was formally endorsed by 60 scholarly centers and Qur’anic
research groups, under the supervision of prominent seminary institutions
(e.g., the Assembly of Seminary Teachers of Qom, Al-Mustafa International
University) and high-ranking maraji (e.g., Makarem Shirazi, Sobhani).

The analysis is structured into four main dimensions: 1) Background and
drafting process 2) Thematic content analysis of the clauses (grouped into:
foundational beliefs, interpretive principles, socio-practical implications, and
unity framework) 3) Interfaith and scholarly implications 4) Synthesis of key

conclusions within the framework of intra-Islamic dialogue and unity.
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Findings

A. Shared Doctrinal Foundations (Clauses 1, 2, 3, 7)

These clauses articulate universally accepted Sunni—Shia fundamentals:

Clause 1: The literal and semantic divine origin of the Qur’an through
Jibril to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).

Clause 2: The tawatur (mass-transmission) and qat‘iyya (definitiveness) of
its textual transmission, with no corruption (tahrif).

Clause 3: The Qur’an as the eternal, universal mu‘jiza (miracle) of the
Prophet, confirming previous scriptures and prevailing over them.

Clause 7: The validity of the mutawatir recension widely accepted across
the Muslim world.

Collectively, these clauses affirm the Qur’an as “the primary source of
Islamic knowledge” and “the symbol of Islamic thought and civilization,”
transcending sectarian and establishing firm common ground.

B. Shia-Specific Hermeneutical Principles (Clauses 4, 5, 6)

This section highlights the Charter’s methodological distinctiveness:

Clause 4: Recognition of the Qur’an’s zahir (apparent) and batin (inner)
dimensions, muhkam (clear) and mutashabih (ambiguous) verses, and the
necessity of interpretation viavalid methods (Qur’an interpreting
Qur’an, riwayT (narrative), ‘aqli (rational)).

Clause 5: Prohibition of tafsir bi’l-ra’y (interpretation based solely on
personal opinion without qara’in—valid textual or rational evidence).

Clause 6: The muwalat (inseparable bond) of the Qur’an and ‘Itrah (Ahl
al-Bayt), grounded in the Hadith al-Thaqalayn. Ahl al-Bayt are identified as
the “exegesis (mubin) of the Qur’an,” and love and wilayah (guardianship) of
the Ahl al-Bayt are declared obligatory for Muslims based on Qur’anic verses
(e.g., ayat al-mawaddah).

This clause systematically articulates the Shia hermeneutical paradigm: the
infallible ‘Itrah as the authoritative interpreter of the Qur’an.

C. Socio-Practical Implications (Clauses 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14)

The Charter expands from theoretical to practical domains:
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Clause 8: Obligation to honor and serve the Qur’an through teaching,
research, translation, memorization, recitation, and propagation.

Clause 9: Prohibition of disrespect toward the Qur’an and the collective
duty of Muslims—especially across sects—to defend it.

Clause 10: The Qur’an as arationally grounded guide for life in all
dimensions (individual, social, ethical).

Clause 11: The Qur’an as the “constitutional foundation of Islam” and the
supreme reference for beliefs, jurisprudence, ethics, and Islamic sciences.

Clause 12: The Qur’an as the “basis of Islamic governance,” requiring
leaders to uphold justice and promote a Qur’anic culture.

Clause 14: Rejection of non-Muslim domination over Muslims and the
requirement to structure inter-community relations on Qur’anic principles.

These clauses reflect a comprehensive, active, and integrative Shia vision
of the Qur’an across personal, communal, political, and international spheres.

D. Qur’an and Ahl al-Bayt as the Core of Unity (Clause 13)

This clause synthesizes the Charter’s unity framework:

The Thaqgalayn (Qur’an and the Prophet and Ahl al-Bayt) are declared the
“primary anchors of Muslim unity and brotherhood”.

While affirming universal acceptance of the Qur’an and Prophet, it
explicitly integrates the Shia-specific view of Ahl al-Bayt—mnot as a divisive
element, but as an indivisible part of the unity framework.

This reflects a strategic unity discourse: not by obscuring distinct beliefs,

but by presenting them transparently alongside broader commonalities.

Conclusion

“The Qur’anic Charter of the Shia of the Ahl al-Bayt” is a strategic
document fulfilling three core objectives: 1) Affirming the Shia commitment
to the Qur’an as the central axis of Islamic faith and unity. 2) Systematically
articulating the Shia theological and hermeneutical framework, anchored in
the foundational principle of Thaqalayn. 3) Demonstrating a holistic and
dynamic Shia perspective on the Qur’an across personal, social, political, and
international domains.

From an interfaith perspective, the Charter distinguishes -clearly
between shared fundamentals and ijtihadt specifics, thereby offering a model
for Qur’an-centered dialogue that respects doctrinal diversity within the
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bounds of core Islamic principles. Its multilingual publication underscores its
intent to present this vision to the global audience.

Ultimately, the Charter not only strengthens the Qur’anic identity of the
Shia community but also provides a practical instrument for intra-Muslim

convergence and cooperation—grounded in mutual respect, transparency, and
shared commitment to the Qur’an.
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