Quranic Innovations of Imam Khamenei

1. Corresponding Author, Professor at Al-Mustafa International University: Rezaee.qoran@gmail.com

MohammadAli Rezaee Esfahani'™

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received:

9 March 2026
Received in
revised form:

6 April 2026
Accepted:

6 May 2026
Available online:
20 June 2026

Keywords:
Qur'an,
Innovation,
Imam Khamenei,
Fundamentals,
Rules,
Wave-making.

The fields of Quranic sciences and exegesis (tafsir) possess a 1,400-year
historical background, during which hundreds of exegetes and Quranic
scholars have created scholarly works and presented new perspectives
and theories. One of the contemporary Quranic figures—who is counted
among the students of Allamah Tabataba'i and began teaching exegesis in
Mashhad in 1343 AH (Solar) / 1964 CE, with numerous published
Quranic works—is Grand Ayatollah Imam Sayyid Ali Khamenei. He has
introduced multiple innovations in the methodological and content
dimensions of Quranic exegesis, which are evident throughout his written
works, lectures, declarations, and sermons. Among these theoretical
innovations are his novel exegetical foundations and rules, such as: the
non-individualistic interpretation of Quranic verses, practical rules of life
in the Quran, the scientific authority (marja'iyyah) of the Quran,
transformation in human sciences based on the Quran, and the
conceptualization of the Quran as a book of steadfastness, anti-arrogance
struggle, unity-building, politics, and revolution-making. In the practical
domain, his initiatives and wave-making efforts include innovations in
recitation (qira'ah), memorization (hifz), organizing grand Quranic
gatherings during Ramadan, defending the Quran against enemy slurs and
assaults, and applying Quranic teachings to national scientific
advancements and defense industries. This paper utilizes a
field/documentary data collection method drawn from Imam Khamenei's
written and oral works, followed by their descriptive and analytical
evaluation
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1. Introduction

The scholarly disciplines of Quranic sciences and exegesis (fafsir)
represent a continuous 1,400-year intellectual tradition within Islamic
civilization. Across centuries, hundreds of mufassirun (exegetes) and
Quranic scholars have produced thousands of monumental treatises, offering
evolving hermeneutical paradigms to address the religious, legal,
philosophical, and societal inquiries of their respective eras. Within the
contemporary period, Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei emerges as a
prominent Quranic scholar whose intellectual lineage was forged under the
direct tutelage of the renowned philosopher and exegete Allamah Sayyid
Mohammad Hossein Tabataba'i. Beginning his formal exegetical teaching
circles in Mashhad at the Masjid-e Payin-e Khiyaban and Masjid-e Qiblah in
1343 AH Solar (1964 CE), Imam Khamenei accumulated decades of oral
lectures, specialized seminary courses, Friday sermon commentaries, and
official declarations that collectively formulate a dynamic, socially
responsive Quranic framework.

Prior scholarly literature—including works by Mohammad Ali Rezaei
Esfahani (e.g., "Quranic Innovations of the Qom Seminary in the Past
Century” and “Methodology and Exegetical Theory of Imam Khamenei”)
and Ebrahim Rezaei Adriyani—has examined specific facets of his
commentary, particularly regarding Surah at-Tawbah. However, a
comprehensive consolidation of his holistic Quranic innovations spanning
both theoretical methodology and practical socio-political implementation
remained uncompiled. Conceptually, “Quran” denotes the divine scripture
comprising 114 surahs and 6,236 verses; “Imam Khamenei” refers to the
contemporary Islamic scholar, revolutionary leader, and jurist born in 1318
SH (1939 CE); and “Innovation” (no'avari) signifies novel hermeneutical
principles, foundational assumptions, methodological rules, and practical
socio-cultural initiatives that redefine how divine scripture operates within
human society.

2. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical research
methodology combined with documentary and field-based data collection.
Primary source material was gathered directly from the extensive corpus of
Imam Khamenei's written works, transcriptions of his public address series,
exegesis lectures (delivered across distinct historical epochs in Mashhad,
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Tehran, and Qom), declarations, and official statements published across a
ten-volume commentary collection by the Islamic Revolution Publications.

The analytical procedure involved qualitative thematic content analysis,
categorizing primary data into two core analytical axes: theoretical
innovations (hermeneutical foundations, interpretive rules, and thematic
conceptualization) and practical innovations (socio-cultural programs,
institutional directives, and applied scientific motivations). Each identified
innovation was cross-examined against standard classical and contemporary
exegetical literature to verify its novelty, contextual application, and
alignment with traditional Islamic hermeneutics.

3. Findings

The findings of this research reveal a systematic dual-structure of
Quranic innovation spanning theoretical hermeneutics, interpretive rules, and
applied socio-political statecraft:

1. Non-Individualistic Exegesis (Inhisar-nazudagi az Tafsir-e Fardi): A
fundamental rejection of secular interpretations that restrict Quranic
directives purely to personal devotion or monastic withdrawal. The paper
demonstrates through verses such as Surah Ibrahim (v. 1), Surah Az-Zukhruf
(v. 43), Surah An-Nabhl (v. 125), and Surah Ya-Sin (v. 61) that divine worship
('ubudiyyah) governs statecraft, economics, law, warfare, peace, and
collective societal organization.

2. Quran as a Manual of Practical Life Rules (Qawa'id-e Karburdi-ye
Zindagi): The Quran offers concrete, actionable blueprints for establishing
societal security, social justice, mental well-being, and institutional health.
Applying Quranic rules to daily life operates like a physician’s
prescription—requiring active execution rather than passive recitation.

3. Unity-Building Authority (Wahdat-Afrin): Emphasizing Quranic
mandates for Islamic solidarity to dismantle sectarian Shia-Sunni rifts
fabricated by foreign imperialist intelligence apparatuses.

4. Inseparability of Religion, Politics, and Revolution: Proving
scripturally through Surah Al-Mumtahanah (v. 1), Surah Ash-Shu'ara (vv.
151-152), Surah Al-Kahf (v. 49), and Surah Az-Zumar (v. 70) that the Quran
actively prescribes laws, state organization, defense, alliances, and
revolution against tyrannical regimes (faghut), debunking secularist claims
of religion-politics separation.
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5. Scientific Marja'iyyah (Authority) of the Quran: Re-establishing the
Quran as the primary epistemological authority capable of fulfilling modern
human ideological needs, directing research, and guiding academic fields.

6. Anti-Arrogance and Steadfastness (Istagamat va Mubarazah ba
Istikbar): Formulating scriptural imperatives to resist global oppressive
powers based on historical prophetic struggles against Pharaoh and tyrants,
as reflected in Surah Al-Qasas (v. 5) and Surah At-Tawbah (v. 33).

7. Transformation of Human Sciences (Zahavvul dar 'Ulum-e Insani):
Overhauling Western-imported, secularized, and materialistic humanities by
embedding Quranic anthropological and epistemological principles at their
foundation, building “Quran-founded Humanities” (Ulum-e Insani-ye Quran-bonyan).

8. Critical Distrust of Orientalist Scholarship (Bi-i'timadi be Manabi-ye
Mustashrigin): Exercising methodological caution towards Western Quranic
encyclopedias (such as the Encyclopaedia of the Qur'an published by Brill,
Leiden) due to underlying missionary, colonial, or reductionist biases.

9. Linguistic Rule of Conventional Speech ('Urf): Interpreting Quranic
revelation as transcendent divine truth communicated through standard,
accessible human linguistic conventions.

10. Rule of Inner Extraction (Batin-giri): Applying the famous tradition
of Imam Baqir (AS)— "its inner meaning is its interpretation”—to extract
universal, timeless principles from specific historical revelation contexts
(asbab al-nuzul) and apply them dynamically to modern realities.

11. Rule of Interrogation (Istintaq): Actively presenting modern societal
crises, political events, and scientific dilemmas to the Quran to elicit direct
guidance.

12. Permissibility of Polysemy (Isti'mal al-Laf? fi Akthar min Ma'na):
Affirming that a single Quranic expression can validly signify multiple
concurrent, non-contradictory textual meanings simultaneously (applied
across Surah At-Tawbah vv. 17, 38, 51, 82, and 112).

13. Great Cultural Jihad (Jihad-e Kabir): Utilizing the Quran as a non-
violent intellectual weapon against cultural aggression based on Surah Al-
Furgan (v. 52: ”Do not obey the disbelievers, and strive against them with it
[the Quran] a great striving”).

14. Practical Wave-Making Programs: Directing the national target of
training 10 million Quran memorizers (Aifz), instituting Quranic recitation
benches (kursi-e tilawat) across national mosques, integrating brief
exegetical translations during public recitations, and invoking Quranic verses
(such as Surah Al-Mujadilah v. 11) to inspire Iranian youth and scientists in
medical, nuclear, nanotechnology, aerospace, and defense industries.
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4. Conclusions

The study concludes that Imam Khamenei's Quranic paradigm successfully
bridges the historical divide between traditional academic exegesis and
contemporary sociopolitical statecraft. By defining the Quran not as a static
historical artifact but as an active, living constitution for human society, his
theoretical innovations provide the intellectual foundation for transforming
secularized human sciences and establishing a modern Islamic civilization.
Simultaneously, his practical directives translate high hermeneutical principles
into popular wave-making movements—from nationwide memorization
campaigns and mosque recitation circles to high-tech defense and scientific
self-reliance. This integrated model offers a comprehensive blueprint for
contemporary Muslim societies seeking intellectual independence and holistic
development grounded in Quranic revelation.
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