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OBJECTIVE: This study examines the central role of Wilayah
(divine authority and guardianship) in forming and consolidating
religious identity based on the Quranic thought of Ayatollah
Sayyid Ali Khamenei, addressing why comprehensive religious
identity often fails to materialize in Islamic societies despite
widespread individual devotion.

METHOD: Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology
rooted in Figh al-Hadith and qualitative content analysis, this
research investigates Quranic verses, Islamic narrations, and the
analytical speeches and writings of Ayatollah Khamenei
regarding religious identity, Wilayah, and social cohesion.
FINDINGS: The study reveals that Wilayah is not merely an isolated
component of Islam, but its fundamental foundation and interpretative
key, functioning as the structural “operating system’ for religious identity.
It establishes the prerequisite condition for the validity and spiritual
acceptance of devotional acts and serves as the primary unifying
mechanism against collective negligence. Wilayah operates across two
crucial dimensions among believers: intermal solidarity (Rahma'u
Baynahum) and political-intellectual impenetrability (Ashidda'u ‘ala al-
Kuffar). Analyzing the dialectical interplay between Divine Wilayah,
Believers' Wilayah, and Taghut's Wilayah demonstrates that Divine
Wilayah provides the necessary ontological axis for safeguarding
monotheistic identity against tyrannical subjugation.

CONCLUSION: Wilayah plays a vital, irreplaceable role in
constructing individual and collective Islamic identity. By
fostering internal harmony and resilience against foreign
domination, it consolidates monotheistic identity and offers an
active pathway to counter 7aghut. Promoting a profound
understanding of Wilayah is essential for establishing a unified,
resilient, and dignified Islamic society
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1. Introduction

Identity represents a dynamic, multi-layered system of beliefs, core values,
and behavioral patterns that shape both individual personality and social
groups, defining their unique distinctions from others. In contemporary
Islamic societies, religious identity is not confined to individual spiritual
convictions or isolated devotional rituals; rather, it constitutes an indispensable
pillar of social cohesion, cultural durability, and collective political existence.
Consequently, understanding the mechanisms that construct and fortify
religious identity remains a fundamental inquiry within Quranic studies,
Islamic theology (Kalam), and the sociology of religion.

Religious identity is anchored in foundational components: intellectual
beliefs, ethical values, emotional inclinations, and observable social actions.
Among these, cognitive beliefs serve as the primary substrate, governing
values and directing individual and communal behaviors. However, a critical
paradox confronts the contemporary Muslim world: despite widespread
personal commitment to monotheism (7awhid), belief in the Resurrection
(Ma'ad), and diligent performance of religious rites such as prayer (Salah),
fasting (Sawm), and pilgrimage (Hajj), a unified, resilient, and influential
collective Islamic identity frequently fails to materialize across social and
geopolitical domains. Individual piety often remains fragmented, failing to
generate an empowered, autonomous, and cohesive society immune to
external domination.

Addressing this deficit requires moving beyond superficial external,
geopolitical, or socio-economic explanations. In the Quranic hermeneutical
framework of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, the missing structural link is
the concept of Wilayah (divine guardianship and organic authority). Wilayah
is not merely one dogma among many; it is the vital axis that synthesizes
individual faith, moral values, and devotional rituals into an integrated,
resistant collective identity. This study systematically explores how Wilayah
functions as the core organizational principle that transforms scattered
individual religious practices into a coherent, self-sustaining, and sovereign
religious identity capable of resisting tyrannical (Taghuti) systems.

2. Method

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical research design
integrated with thematic content analysis and the specialized methodological
framework of Figh al-Hadith (the jurisprudence of traditions). The research
systematically investigates primary Quranic texts, canonical Islamic Hadith
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corpora (such as A/-Kafi and Al-Mahasin), and the extensive exegetical and
theoretical discourse of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, notably his seminal
work The General Pattern of Islamic Thought in the Quran (Tarh-e Kulli-ye
Andisheh-ye Islami dar Qur'an) and his thematic commentaries on Surah Al-
Tawbah and Surah Al-Bara'ah.

Through Figh al-Hadith, the study analyzes thematic relationships across
textual sources to uncover the structural logic linking Wilayah to religious
identity. The research categorizes textual data into four analytical nodes:

1. The ontological definition and semantic roots of Wilayah (closeness,
unbroken attachment, and active guardianship).

2. The dual operational dimensions of Believers' Wilayah (internal
solidarity versus external non-subordination).

3. The hierarchy of Divine Wilayah as delegated to the Holy Prophet, the
Infallible Imams, and qualified religious leadership (Wali-ye Fagih).

4. The structural opposition between Divine Wilayah and Taghut's
Wilayah. These categories were iteratively synthesized to construct a
comprehensive model explaining how Wilayah acts as the governing
“operating system” of Islamic identity.

3. Findings

The analytical findings demonstrate that Wilayah occupies a foundational,
structural position in the architecture of religious identity rather than
functioning as a secondary or auxiliary element. Key findings are
categorized into four major themes:

First: Wilayah as the “Operating System” and Fundamental Key of
Religion. Traditional Hadith analysis (Figh al-Hadith) reveals that Wilayah
is designated as the most vital pillar of Islam (A4/-Wilayatu Afdaluhun). The
prophetic tradition designates Wilayah as the “key” (Miftah) and “guide”
(Dalil) to all other pillars (Prayer, Fasting, Zakat, Hajj). Without Wilayah,
individual worship lacks direction, coherence, and spiritual efficacy.
Wilayah functions analogous to a computer's operating system: just as
software applications cannot execute without an underlying operating
system, individual acts of worship remain disconnected fragments
incapable of forming a resistant, collective identity without the structural
architecture of Wilayah. Furthermore, narrations affirm that Wilayah is the
prerequisite for the spiritual validity (Sikhah) and divine acceptance
(Qabul) of devotional acts.



The Quran and Science, 2026, 20 (38) 44

Second: Dual Dimensions of Believers' Wilayah. Quranic exegesis of
Surah Al-Tawbah (9:71) and Surah Al-Fat'h (48:29) reveals two essential,
interdependent dimensions of Wilayah among believers:

- Dimension 1: Internal Solidarity and Deep Organic Cohesion (Rahma'u
Baynahum). Believers' Wilayah requires an interconnected, organized social
body working like organs in a single human body (Saff-e Wahid). It
mandates active mutual support, commanding good, forbidding evil, and
economic solidarity (Zakat).

- Dimension 2: Political and Intellectual Impenetrability (Ashidda'u 'ala
al-Kuffar). Based on Surah Al-Ma'idah (5:51), believers are strictly
forbidden from forming ties of allegiance or ideological dependence with
non-divine, hegemonistic powers. This dimension ensures absolute
intellectual sovereignty and political self-reliance, preventing foreign
cultural or ideological penetration while permitting standard, non-
subordinate diplomatic engagements.

Third: The Dialectic of Divine Wilayah versus Taghut's Wilayah. The
study establishes that identity is defined through distinction. Quranic
exegesis of Surah Al-Baqarah (2:256) divides human existence into two
mutually exclusive spheres: the domain of Allah and the domain of Taghut
(tyrannical, non-divine power). Taghut encompasses both internal egoistic
desires and external oppressive political regimes. Divine Wilayah represents
Allah's absolute sovereignty, delegated to the Holy Prophet, the Infallible
Imams, and righteous leadership (Wali-ye Fagih). An individual or society
lacking active connection to Divine Wilayah inevitably falls under the
implicit or explicit sway of Taghut, regardless of performing routine
religious rituals.

- Fourth: Historical Exemplars of Intellectual and Economic
Independence. The study highlights historical applications of Wilayah in
preserving Islamic identity, such as Imam Sajjad's resolute response to the
Roman Emperor's threats, asserting spiritual and intellectual dignity, and
Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir's strategic initiative in designing an independent
Islamic currency during the reign of Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, which
severed economic reliance on foreign empires and safeguarded the Ummah's
financial sovereignty.
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4. Conclusion

This research concludes that Wilayah is the vital catalyst that converts
individual religious convictions into an empowered, unified, and durable
collective identity. Far from being a passive theological concept, Wilayah
serves as an active, structural principle that unifies individual beliefs, ethical
commitments, and devotional acts into a fortified social architecture. By
establishing internal solidarity among believers (Rahma'u Baynahum) and
maintaining uncompromising intellectual and political independence against
external hegemony (Ashidda'v ‘'ala al-Kuffar), Wilayah guarantees the
sovereignty and spiritual dignity of the Islamic Ummah. In contrast to
fragmented religiosity that leaves societies vulnerable to 7aghuti influence,
an identity grounded in Divine Wilayah provides an active defense against
cultural erosion and political subjugation. Consequently, cultivating a deep,
systemic understanding of Wilayah and strengthening the organic link
between the leader (Imam) and the community (Ummah) is essential for
realizing an autonomous, resilient, and dignified Islamic civilization in the
modern era.
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