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Findings: Intellectual education in this paradigm is not the mere
transmission of knowledge, but a process of “bringing forth life and
extracting the treasures of reason towards movement and action.”
Five interconnected foundational principles were identified:
(1) Facilitation — creating an environment that enables the learner’s
free and conscious choice; (2) Empowerment of Reasoning —
stirring the power of thought to restrain ignorance and convert doubt
into certainty; (3) Strengthening Lesson-Taking (‘ibra) — deriving
lessons from divine laws to cultivate rational foresight and preventive
piety; (4) Proof-Centeredness in Cognition — transitioning from
blind imitation to investigation and replacing imposition with rational
persuasion; and (5) Alignment of Proof and Faith — integrating
demonstrative knowledge with heartfelt belief to ensure both mental
protection and dynamic, righteous action.

Conclusion: In this model, entrusting the “torch of reason” to the
human being guarantees guidance towards ultimate perfection. By
forging a deep bond between knowledge and practice, the system
lays the foundation for attaining the goodly life (hayat tayyiba),
producing individuals who are both analytically rigorous and
spiritually driven
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Introduction

In the Islamic worldview, the true identity of the human being and the
distinguishing boundary between humanity and animality lie in the faculty of
intellect (‘ag/). The Quran explicitly identifies the suspension of reason as
the root cause of wretchedness, quoting the denizens of Hell: “Had we but
listened or used our intellect, we would not be among the companions of the
Blaze” (67:10). While all dimensions of human existence require nurturing,
the strategic importance of the intellect demands a heightened focus on
“intellectual education” (tarbiyat ‘aglani). The Holy Quran, as the
comprehensive charter of guidance, continually calls for the blossoming of
human reason. Imam Khamenei, with his rare mastery of revealed sources
and acute awareness of contemporary societal needs, has articulated a vision
in which Quranic guidance embraces every sphere of life. His speeches and
writings, therefore, constitute a practical model for educators and researchers
seeking an authentic, revelation-based educational system. Despite the
existence of prior studies on intellectual education—ranging from general
Quranic-hadith investigations (e.g., Marzuqi & Safari, 2007; Khalifeh &
Mar‘ashi, 2011; Ehsani, 2014) to strategic and epistemological inquiries
(Bani-Hashemi & Moqaddas, 2013; Rashidi, 2019) and case-based or
obstacle-focused analyses (Aqasafari et al., 2020; Taqgizadeh Pasandi et al.,
2021)—a systematic extraction of the principles governing intellectual
education from Imam Khamenei’s integrated Quranic thought has remained
a scholarly gap. The present research fills this lacuna by answering the
central question: What are the systematic principles of intellectual education
in Imam Khamenei’s Quranic thought?

Method

This study is a qualitative, fundamental-theoretical inquiry employing an
jjtihadr (disciplined inferential) approach. The method adopted is
descriptive-analytical. Data were gathered through library and documentary
research, relying on primary sources: the Holy Quran, authoritative hadith
compilations (al-Kafi, Nahj al-Balagha, Bihar al-Anwar, etc.), and the
complete body of Imam Khamenei’s statements, sermons, and written works
retrieved from his official archives. The scope encompassed all Quranic
verses pertaining to intellect, reflection, and reasoning, relevant narrations,
and the entirety of the Supreme Leader’s pronouncements on education,
rationality, and intellectual training.
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The analytical process proceeded in three stages: (a) Concept extraction
— a close reading of the texts to arrive at a precise definition of “intellectual
education” from the perspective of the Quran and Imam Khamenei’s
discourse; (b) Classification and alignment — categorising key statements
and matching them with revelatory foundations to identify behavioural
patterns and general rules; (c) Principle inference — the final derivation of
five overarching principles that constitute the structural framework of
intellectual education in this thought system.

Findings

Before detailing the principles, the study clarifies core concepts. Tarbiyat
(education) is etymologically rooted in rabw, meaning increase and gradual
nurturing, and in Imam Khamenei’s terminology it signifies “giving life and
birth to a human being” and activating the inner springs of the learner. ‘Ag/
(intellect) is defined not merely as a material calculating device but as a
three-tiered faculty: one that leads to nearness to God and monotheism, one
that designs an Islamic lifestyle, and one that regulates the material affairs of
life. Principles (usiil) are prescriptive general rules that guide the educator,
derived from the interplay of foundational beliefs and educational goals.
Intellectual education, in Imam Khamenei’s words, is “extracting the power
of human reason, making it govern human thoughts and actions, and placing
the torch of reason in man’s hand so that he can discern the path by its light
and be able to traverse it.” On this basis, the following five principles were
identified and systematically analysed.

1. The Principle of Facilitation and Context Creation

Intellectual education commences not with the imposition of ideas but
with the provision of a fertile environment for the learner’s innate capacities
to flourish. Islamic philosophy holds that the educator is not the creator of
perfection but the provider of the necessary conditions for growth, because
ultimately the learner’s will and choice bring about change. The Quran
models this by first cleansing the mind of material attachments before calling
to reflection: “And the life of this world is but play and diversion, and the
home of the Hereafter is better for those who fear God. Will you not then use
your intellect?” (6:32). Imam Khamenei concretises this principle through
the analogy of the learner community—especially the youth—as a “surging
river.” The educator, as a strategic engineer, must (1) scientifically recognise
the river’s potential; (2) identify the points of need; and (3) dig channels to
direct the water towards those needs, preventing the waste of talent. Thus,
facilitation means opening the path and placing the valuable commodity of
aptitude where it can flourish.
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2. The Principle of Empowering the Force of Reasoning

Mere possession of the intellect is insufficient; it must be actualised,
stirred, and rendered efficient. The Quran sharpens reason by systematically
presenting the signs (@yar) of creation: “Thus does God make clear to you
His verses that you may reason” (2:242). Imam Khamenei invokes the
mission of the prophets as articulated in Nah;j al-Balagha: “to unearth for
them the buried treasures of intellects.” He identifies two essential functions
of a strengthened intellect. First, the intellect acts as an ‘igal (a tether), citing
the prophetic tradition “Intellect is a rein against ignorance” to illustrate that
a trained reason restrains the rebellious soul from waywardness. Second, a
fortified intellect transforms doubt into certainty. Referring to the hadith in
which the Prophet told a man disturbed by inner whisperings that this was
“sheer faith,” Imam Khamenei emphasises that the learner must be
empowered to move through intellectual dead-ends and reach a position of
conviction, rather than remaining trapped in scepticism.

3. The Principle of Strengthening the Faculty of Lesson Taking (‘Ibra)

‘Ibra (derived from ‘ubiir, to cross over) is a cognitive mechanism that
moves from the outward appearance of events to their inner meaning and
causes. The Quran repeatedly commands journeying through the earth to
observe the end of earlier peoples (30:42), which is not a call to tourism
but to rational reflection on the divine laws governing history. Imam
Khamenei treats lesson-taking as a deliberate intellectual habit cultivated
by Islam. He cites the maxim from Nahj al-Balagha: “Whoever is
confronted with clear lessons ... piety will restrain him from plunging into
doubts.” Thus, ‘ibra strengthens the rational predictive power of the
learner, enabling him to discern the correct path before falling into
calamity. Moreover, Imam Khamenei identifies contemporary history—the
pre- and post-Revolution contrast, the eight-year war—as a vast theatre of
‘ibra which, when properly elucidated, sharpens the learner’s ability to
distinguish the fronts of truth and falsehood.

4. The Principle of Rational Persuasion and Proof Centeredness in Cognition

Intellectual education requires a transition from blind imitation to
investigated conviction. The educator must replace imposition (tahmil) with
understanding (zafhim). The Quran itself establishes a model of logical
argumentation, as in the proof for divine unity: “Had there been gods besides
God in the heavens and the earth, they would both have been corrupted”
(21:22). The hadtth tradition distinguishes between blameworthy quarrelling
and praiseworthy disputation based on proof (al-jidal al-ahsan), in which
one adduces evidence and responds with reason, never denying a truth or
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accepting a falsehood due to argumentative weakness. Imam Khamenei
insists that as the learner matures, the rod and the frown must give way to
explanation and demonstration; even in political conflicts, Imam Ali set the
example by reasoning with his opponents. This principle, therefore,
mandates that the educator cultivate a culture of logical discourse and
evidence-based conviction in the learner.

5. The Principle of Alignment of Proof and Faith

The pinnacle of Imam Khamenei’s intellectual education system is the
conviction that a fully developed intellect requires both sound argumentation
and a rightly oriented heart. Demonstrative knowledge (ma rifat istidlaly)
serves as a “firm pillar” that blocks the paths of doubt and secures the mind
against intellectual subversion. Yet, argument alone does not generate
movement; it is faith-based knowledge (ma rifat imant) that provides the
motivational drive, the “engine” of action. The Prophet’s training of Abu
Dharr illustrates this: he was not transformed through dry philosophical
proofs but through a luminous faith infused with love, attraction, and fervour
that propelled him along the path of truth. The Quran attests to this interplay:
“We have made clear the signs for a people who are certain” (2:118)—only a
heart grounded in conviction can benefit fully from rational proofs.
Therefore, the educator must deliberately fuse cognitive rigour with heartfelt
belief, ensuring that the learner not only understands the truth but is
passionately driven to enact it.

Conclusion

The research demonstrates that intellectual education in Imam
Khamenei’s Quranic thought is an existential process of “giving birth to
human truth,” far exceeding mere logical instruction. The five derived
principles form a coherent, dynamic system: facilitation creates the
necessary conditions; empowerment of reasoning activates the intellect;
lesson-taking expands foresight; proof-centeredness guarantees cognitive
integrity; and the alignment of proof and faith ensures both the protection
and the vitality of the rational soul. This model entrusts the “torch of reason”
to the human being, enabling him to navigate the path to ultimate perfection
and, by cementing the nexus between knowledge and action, it lays the
foundation for attaining the goodly life (hayat tayyiba). The educator’s
overarching duty is to institutionalise intellect as the criterion and reference
in society, nurturing individuals who combine analytical strength with
luminous faith and are thus equipped to break through impasses on the
journey of individual and civilisational growth.
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