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Objective: This study aims to elucidate the essential criteria and
standards for administering the affairs of an Islamic society in the
thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, employing a Qur’anic and
narrational approach. It seeks to extract the foundations of
guiding human society towards perfection from a religious
perspective and to demonstrate the necessity of observing these
standards to secure individual and collective felicity.

Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method
with an extractive approach, analyzing Ayatollah Khamenei’s
speeches, sermons, and works to identify governance patterns
and then matching them with corresponding Qur’anic verses and
traditions. Library-based documentation and examination of his
practical conduct reveal the bond between his political doctrine
and revelatory sources (the Holy Qur’an) and the tradition of the
Infallibles (peace be upon them).

Findings: The political conduct and method of the Supreme
Leader are entirely founded upon Qur’anic verses and the sirah
of the Noble Prophet and the Pure Imams. In his thought,
political governance is not merely an administrative-political act
or a tool for managing society, but the extension of “Divine
Wilayah” on earth and the intersection of divine right with human
action. Core components include time-consciousness and insight
into global affairs, full awareness of contemporary exigencies,
justice-seeking and practical justice-dispensing, adherence to
consultation with trustworthy authorities, and trusteeship
regarding the rights of the people and the system.

Conclusion: Ayatollah Khamenei’s political governance constitutes
an objective model of the bond between revelation and political
prudence in the present age. In this model, the legitimacy of
governance rests on three pillars: reliance on monotheistic justice,
following the conduct of the Infallibles in managing society, and
reliance on verses concerning vicegerency and divine trust
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Introduction

Political governance in an Islamic society is a path for the realization of
human perfection and the establishment of absolute justice under the shade
of revelatory guidance; governance is viewed not as an end but as a means to
attain divine pleasure and collective felicity. Rulers and administrators, as
implementers of macro-policies, play a vital role in the progress or decline of
a society. It is evident that every society requires laws and a government to
enforce them and administer affairs; otherwise, chaos ensues and social
matters remain paralysed. Since both individual and social laws are based on
the sacred Shari‘ah, the ruler must meet specific conditions, including full
knowledge of the Shari‘ah—conditions that, after the Infallible Imams, are
exclusive to the jurists who assume leadership. In the contemporary era, the
concept of independence has shifted from a legal-formal status to a complex
identity-structural challenge. While the international system defines
independence in terms of recognition, geopolitical realities reveal structural
dependence and cultural reproduction beneath the surface. The gap between
formal and real independence stems from the lack of a model of political
education capable of moving the national character from dependency to
sovereignty. Ayatollah Khamenei’s political education doctrine starts from
the ontological layer, defining political education not as a managerial skill
but as an evolutionary process that returns man to his true self. Against this
background, the present paper hypothesises that strategic independence is
not a political status to be bought or negotiated but the product of an
educational investment. It asks how the transition from protest-based
education to governance-based education, and linking mystical spirituality
with strategic rationality, can offer a new model of governance wherein
national dignity, political independence, and social justice all spring from
sound political education.

Method

The study uses a descriptive-analytical method with an extractive
approach to explicate the position of Qur’anic and narrational documentation
in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought on political governance. By employing an
extractive method of discourse analysis, the epistemic axes within his works
and sermons are identified and analysed. The research process is designed to
match these ideas with corresponding verses and traditions, thereby
examining the crystallization of these concepts in the management and
political governance of Islamic society. Thus, it aims to show that his views,
far from being one-dimensional administrative approaches, are articulated as
a comprehensive, systematic programme for political governance.
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Findings

1. Foundational Epistemic Principles (Revelatory Roots of Governance)

The findings show that political governance in Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought is not an instrumental or purely technical phenomenon but has
doctrinal roots. Religion is comprehensive; no separation exists between
worship and societal management. Governance based on divine criteria is
itself part of religious and devotional obligations. Power is a divine trust, a
responsibility to be accounted for before God. All political and strategic
decisions in his sirah are derived by matching them with Qur’anic verses and
the tradition of the Infallibles, thus placing legitimacy alongside efficacy.

2. Cognitive and Strategic Competences (Insight and Time-Consciousness)

A major finding is the emphasis on knowledge of the time as a prerequisite
for governance. This rests on political insight—the ability to distinguish truth
from falsehood amidst political complexities, which is the product of applying
revelatory texts to social realities. Moreover, time-consciousness means that
Islamic management is not fatalistic but discerning; it identifies which
Qur’anic instruction (e.g., peace or jihad, dissimulation or frankness) should
be implemented at each historical juncture. Awareness of global equations
ensures that the management of Islamic society remains linked to the Islamic
worldview while maintaining full command over international developments,
thereby preserving political independence.

3. Ethical and Human Pillars (Qualitative Criteria for the Ruler)

In Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, morality is the precondition of politics;
without it, governance turns into tyranny. Justice-seeking is the axis: justice
is not merely a legal concept but an ontological duty, applied both in
resource distribution and in dealing with opponents, anchored in Qur’anic
proofs. Trusteeship and responsibility mean viewing society as God’s
property, with the ruler as its guardian, not owner. Humility and God-fearing
link power with servitude, preventing the ruler from falling into the trap of
self-superiority and drawing him closer to the people.

4. Operational and Managerial Mechanisms

The executive tools of governance in his sirah include consultative rule
(shiird): based on the Qur’anic command “and consult them in affairs,” he
rejects solitary management and stresses consultation with trusted
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specialists, reducing macro-level managerial error. Selection is based on
competence and expertise: trust alone is insufficient and must be
accompanied by qualification; the community must be managed by persons
who are both faithful and efficient. Dynamism and flexibility: political
management is not static but revises managerial methods according to
societal changes without altering principles.

From these elements emerge the core components of his political
governance: justice-centeredness and rule of law, God-wariness (taqwa) as a
strategic asset, honesty and frankness as the external face of insight,
knowledge and wisdom as twin wings for independence, patience and
forbearance as  instruments of  strategic crisis management,
people-centeredness rooted in religious democracy, and meritocracy as the
intersection of expertise and commitment.

Conclusion

The model of political governance in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought is an
integrative one: it combines the primacy of revelation in foundations,
time-conscious insight in diagnosis, the ethics of justice and trusteeship in
character, and a consultative method in execution. These four pillars together
guarantee that the management of Islamic society not only achieves material
progress but also moves along the path of human perfection and divine
satisfaction. The model demonstrates that governance is the extension of
divine wilayah on earth; its legitimacy rests on monotheistic justice,
following the Infallibles’ conduct, and verses concerning vicegerency and
divine trust. In this paradigm, strategic independence is the fruit of political
education that links spirituality with rational prudence, producing a resilient,
self-repairing social order capable of offering a civilizational alternative to
the world.
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