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I. Introduction:

For centuries, dominant Western philosophical paradigms—ranging from
René Descartes’ mechanical dualism (béte-machine) to Immanuel Kant’s
anthropocentric moral philosophy—have categorized nonhuman animals
through an ontology of deficit, defining them primarily by their lack of
human-like rationality, reflective self-awareness, and propositional language.
In contrast, the semantic horizon of the Holy Qur'an establishes a deeply
anti-anthropocentric worldview wherein animals are recognized as
autonomous, organized communities (umamun amthalukum, Surah Al-
An‘am: 38) possessing intrinsic existential dignity (karamat-i dati-yi
wujudi), situated cognitive awareness, and direct spiritual communion with
the Divine (Surah An-Nir: 41).

Despite these explicit scriptural foundations, modern Quranic
commentary has frequently been compromised by an "anthropocentric virus"
(virts-i insan-mahiirT). This reductionist reading evaluates nonhuman life
through a purely utilitarian and instrumental lens, reducing animals to
background scenery for human moral dramas or mere biological
commodities. Such readings overlook the most profound dimension of
animal presence in the Quranic text: their assigned epistemological primacy,
moral authority, and direct educational agency (fa‘iliyyat-i tarbiyatl) over
human beings. The primary objective of this research is to analyze how the
Qur'an formulates, validates, and semantically structures the educational
authority and intrinsic dignity of animals relative to humanity, reconstructing
an eco-theological framework that demonstrates how animals act as
pedagogical mentors, ethical whistleblowers, crisis leaders, and architectural
exemplars.

II. Methodology

This study employs a multi-level hybrid qualitative design combining
Quranic semantics, qualitative content analysis, comparative exegesis, and
Diltheyan empathetic-hermeneutic reconstruction across five structured
operational steps:

Data Universe Compilation: A comprehensive lexicographical and
concordance survey identified 204 verses related to fauna across general
categories (Dabba, An‘am, Ta’ir) and 31 specific animal species named in
the Qur'an.

Purposeful Sampling: Selection of 12 iconic animal case studies based on
three criteria: explicit direct educational interaction between animal and
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human/environment; prominent pedagogical or moral value; and clear
representation of nonhuman educational authority. Selected cases include the
Crow, Ant, Honeybee, Hoopoe, Dog, Mosquito, Fly, Spider, Donkey, Apes,
Frog, She-Camel, and Whale.

Qualitative 4-Category Systemic Coding: Data was systematically coded
into four core analytical nodes:

Existential status and levels of consciousness (inner awareness,
community status, direct divine revelation).

Channels of knowledge acquisition and transmission (intuitive,
instinctual, and direct cosmic inspiration / Wahy Takwini).

Educational and moral functions (direct pedagogical mentoring,
behavioral criticism, or warning parables).

Human cognitive response (intellectual transformation or epistemic
humility).

Comparative Exegesis: Synthesis of classical exegeses (Al-Tabari, Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi, Al-Zamakhshari, Al-Qurtubi, Ibn Kathir, Al-Tabataba'i,
Sayyid Qutb) alongside contemporary biological, entomological, and
ecological literature.

Empathetic-Hermeneutic Reconstruction: Application of Wilhelm
Dilthey’s methodology to reconstruct the text’s horizon, deconstructing
speciesist biases embedded in post-classical commentaries.

III. Findings:

Qualitative and semantic analysis reveals that animals in the Qur'an
function as active educational agents (kunishgaran-i fa‘al-i tarbiyati). The
findings across major animal archetypes include:

Epistemic Primacy in Ritual Ethics (The Crow, Al-Ma‘idah: 31):
Following humanity's first homicide (Cain killing Abel), human intellect
reached a dead end regarding the disposal of the corpse. God dispatched a
crow—not an angel or prophet—to perform a practical demonstration of
burial. The text uses the verb ba‘atha (the exact root used for divine prophet
hood emission), underscoring the crow's commissioned educational
authority. Cain’s confession ("Am I unable to be like this crow...?") marks an
explicit acknowledgement of human intellectual limitation and animal
pedagogical priority, establishing the sacredness of human burial rituals.

Civic Leadership and Crisis Management (The Ant, An-Naml: 18-19):
The ant narrative displays emergency leadership, crisis communication, and
civic ethics. As noted by Ibn Kathir, the ant’s short statement integrates ten
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distinct rhetorical devices (call, alert, audience specification, command, safe
zone, hazard alert, entity identification, status summary, and presumption of
innocence). Crucially, the ant incorporates the principle of structural
presumption of innocence (asl-i bara’at), assuming Solomon’s armies might
crush them "unknowingly" (wa-hum la yash‘urtin). Prophet Solomon’s
appreciative response acknowledges nonhuman cognitive awareness with
humility rather than imperial arrogance.

Cosmic Inspiration and Altruistic Service (The Honeybee, An-Nahl: 68—
69): The bee receives direct cosmic revelation (Wahy Takwini) without
human or angelic mediation. The Quranic grammar employs feminine
singular forms (ittakhidhi, kuli, usluki), aligning with modern biology
confirming worker bees are female. The bee’s hexagonal engineering
maximizes structural durability with minimal material, yielding propolis and
healing honey (shifa’ li-I-nas), providing an ecological paradigm of
sustainable productivity and community service.

Independent Theological Analysis (The Hoopoe, An-Naml: 20-28): The
Hoopoe exemplifies nonhuman intellectual autonomy. Confronting
Solomon, the Hoopoe declares: "I have encompassed that which you have
not encompassed." Relying on empirical field observation, the Hoopoe
analyzes the socio-political and theological state of Sheba, identifies sun-
worship as an ideological deviation, and offers a monotheistic critique.
Solomon verifies the empirical evidence rather than dismissing the
nonhuman observer.

Transcendental Loyalty and Canine Dignity (The Dog, Al-Kahf: 18): In
Surah Al-Kahf, the dog guarding the cave companions is elevated to an
honorable role in divine revelation, refuting absolute cultural vilification of
canines. Conversely, the allegorical comparison in Surah Al-A‘raf (7:176)
regarding the panting dog critiques insatiable human greed (Balaam ben
Beor) rather than denigrating the dog’s intrinsic nature.

Microscopic Precision and Parables of Deterioration: The mosquito
(Ba‘tida) narrative utilizes the feminine singular form matching female
blood-feeding, while fa-ma fawqaha points to sub-microscopic parasites and
cellular organisms. The fly (Dhubab) parable details extra-intestinal
digestion, where regurgitated digestive enzymes alter food externally,
rendering recovery impossible. Additional parables critique unapplied
human knowledge (the book-bearing donkey, Surah Al-Jumu‘ah) and fragile
digital/material structures (the spider's house, Surah Al-‘Ankabiit).
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IV. Conclusions:

This study deconstructs anthropocentric biases in classical and
contemporary exegesis, establishing a foundation for Islamic Eco-Theology
(Eco-Ilahiyyat-i Islami) and inter-species jurisprudence (Figh-i Bayn-Giina’1).

The research demonstrates that the Quranic concept of Dabba
encompasses all living creatures (human and nonhuman) under a unified
ontological umbrella without speciesist hierarchy. Furthermore, human
vicegerency (Khilafa) is redefined not as unrestrained mastery or
exploitation, but as humble, God-centric stewardship (sarparasti-yi
khudasalaranah) and inter-species equality.

Practically, these Quranic findings harmonize with modern international
animal rights standards, such as UNESCO’s Universal Declaration of
Animal Rights. They provide a scriptural foundation for establishing
laboratory ethics charters and reviving traditional Islamic eco-legal
institutions, including Hima (protected environmental reserves) and Waqf al-
Bi’a (environmental trusts), offering operational solutions for modern
ecological crises through spiritual humility and inter-species justice.
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