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1. Introduction

In the contemporary geopolitical landscape, economic blockades and
sanctions have emerged as primary instruments employed by oppressive
global powers to exert coercive leverage, compel policy compliance, and
secure strategic dominance over rival nations. By restricting access to
foreign technology, international financial clearing systems, and global trade
corridors, hostile actors seek to induce economic instability, institutional
inefficiency, and systemic dependency within target societies. Such
economic coercion frequently triggers severe socio-political crises,
compromises national sovereignty, and poses direct threats to national
security. Confronting this existential challenge requires a robust strategic
orientation capable of safeguarding domestic economic structures while
preventing potential coercive threats. Economic deterrence serves as one
such vital strategy, defined as a coordinated matrix of economic capabilities
and posture designed to convince an adversary that the risks and costs of
coercive policies will drastically exceed any anticipated benefits. Given the
comprehensive guidance of the Holy Quran, sacred scripture offers profound
strategic doctrines capable of formulating effective economic deterrence
measures against coercive blockades.

The primary research question addressed in this study is: What strategic
principles can be extracted from Quranic verses regarding economic
deterrence, and how do these principles effectively prevent or counter
economic blockades? The underlying hypothesis posits that Quranic
principles of economic deterrence constitute an effective strategic framework
capable of deterring economic blockades through three classical deterrence
mechanisms: threat of severe punishment, total neutralization (denial) of
destructive effects, or substantial damage mitigation.

A review of existing literature reveals a distinct gap regarding a direct,
Quranic thematic analysis of economic deterrence against blockades. While
foundational works—such as Jafar Abbas Haji's Jurisprudential Philosophy of
Deterrent and Resistance Economy (2014), Dong Jung Kim's Economic
Deterrence Through Economic Engagement (2019), Rahmanpour (2018),
Akhawan Kazemi (2019), and Biravand (2021)—explore resistance economics,
security requirements, or general Quranic economic policies, none
systematically formulate a Quranic doctrine of economic deterrence tailored
specifically to counter economic blockades. The novelty of this research lies in
its direct extraction of an integrated, multi-tier Quranic economic deterrence
model using thematic Quranic exegesis (Tafsir Mawdu'i).
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Conceptually, deterrence is defined in security studies as persuading an
adversary that the costs and risks of an intended line of action outweigh its
prospective gains. The Holy Quran explicitly endorses deterrence in Surah
An-Anfal (8:60) by commanding the enhancement of societal capabilities
(“Prepare against them whatever force you can...”). Applying this logic to
the economic sphere yields economic deterrence: state actions and economic
capabilities that convince an adversary that coercive economic pressure will
fail or incur prohibitive counter-costs (Surah Al-Fath 48:20: “Allah promised
you abundant spoils... and withheld the hands of people from you”).
Economic deterrence operates through three primary strategies: (1)
Punishment (imposing severe counter-sanctions or trade disruptions that
exceed attacker gains); (2) Denial (building economic resilience that
completely neutralizes the impact of sanctions); and (3) Mitigation
(substantially dampening the negative impacts of coercive measures).

Furthermore, an economic blockade is defined as a socio-political and
military-economic policy wherein hostile states enforce economic barriers
against a target state to compel policy changes. It represents an aggressive
measure one step below armed warfare. The Holy Quran explicitly
references economic blockades, such as in Surah Al-Munafiqun (63:7),
where hypocrites advocate withholding financial support from the Prophet's
companions to fracture societal cohesion (“Do not spend on those who are
with the Messenger of Allah until they disperse”). The Quran counters this
coercive tactic by asserting divine sovereignty over all worldly resources
(“To Allah belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth, but the
hypocrites do not understand”).

The framework of economic deterrence comprises four core elements: (1)
Actors (Attacking Actor vs. Target Actor); (2) Actions (deterrent measures
based on punishment, denial, or mitigation); (3) Tools (economic and
industrial assets that shape adversary psychological calculations); and (4)
Objectives (guaranteeing economic security and preventing coercive
aggression).

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology combined with
an inferential thematic Quranic exegesis (Tafsir Mawdu'i). Grounded in
library research and textual analysis, the investigation examines literal,
rational, and contextual indications within Quranic verses. By analyzing the
governing logic of relevant Quranic passages alongside classical and



The Quran and Science, 2026, 20 (38) 376

contemporary exegeses (including Al-Mizan, Fi Zilal al-Quran, Al-Tahrir wa
al-Tanwir, Mafatih al-Ghayb, and Al-Amthal), the authors synthesize and
categorize Quranic strategic principles into an integrated framework for
economic deterrence.

3. Findings

The findings demonstrate that while the Quran does not explicitly use the
modern term “economic deterrence,” it outlines a comprehensive, structured
system of strategic principles. These principles are classified into three
hierarchical levels:

A. Cognitive / Insight Principles (Worldview Foundations)

Principle of Monotheism (Tawhid): Serves as the foundational bedrock of
economic deterrence. Monotheism unifies the economic system across three
dimensions: (a) Content Unity (integrating all economic rules into a
harmonious, contradiction-free structure, Surah A'raf 7:96); (b) Structural
Unity (establishing a distinct Islamic economic system differentiated from
capitalism or socialism); and (c) Social Coherence (unifying believers under
a single divine covenant against external threats, Surah Al-Imran 3:103).
Monotheism also establishes a divine law wherein faith generates economic
abundance while disbelief fosters poverty and insecurity (Surah Nahl
16:112).

Principle of Economic Independence: Requires Islamic societies to
eliminate economic dependency on hostile powers while managing
sovereign trade relationships. It is anchored in four Quranic sub-concepts:
(a) Honor and Dignity ('lzzah, Surah Munafiqun 63:8); (b) Negation of
Hostile Dominance (Nafi al-Sabil, Surah Nisa 4:141); (c) Negation of
Reliance on Oppressors (Nafi al-Rukun, Surah Hud 11:113); and (d)
Economic Self-Sufficiency (Surah Al-Fath 48:29).

B. Structural Principles (Internal Resilience & Capacity Building)

Principle of Preventing Economic Harms: Focuses on fortifying internal
economic structures against individual vices (usury/riba, hoarding, bribery,
theft, gambling, wastefulness, luxury) and systemic vulnerabilities
(economic injustice, foolish financial management, food insecurity). Harms
are categorized into fixed harms (universally prohibited) and variable harms
(context-dependent actions, such as consuming foreign goods when it harms
domestic production).
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Principle of Reliance on Domestic Production: Emphasizes maximizing
local resource exploitation and production capacity through: (a) Belief in
abundant divine resources (rain, wind, earth, minerals, marine wealth); (b)
Cultivating productive motivation (Surah Hud 11:61); and (c¢) Providing
production infrastructure (Surah A'raf 7:10: resource access, human labor,
and supporting technologies).

Principle of Production System Dynamism & Empowerment: Demands
continuous adaptation, innovation, and expansion of productive capacity
(Surah Hud 11:52, Surah Isra 17:7). Prophet Joseph's 14-year economic plan
(Surah Yusuf 12:47-48) provides a masterclass in production dynamism,
featuring long-term planning, optimal grain storage in spikes, disciplined
consumption, continuous perseverance (da'aban), and balancing immediate
needs with future reserves.

Principle of Industry-Centered Production: Identifies industrial capability
as the primary engine of economic power and strategic self-reliance. Key
Quranic industrial paradigms include: (a) Defense and Arms Industry (Surah
Anbiya 21:80, Saba 34:10-11 - Prophet David's chainmail armor); (b)
Infrastructure & Dam Construction (Surah Kahf 18:94-97 - Dhul-Qarnayn's
barrier); (c) Strategic Shelters & Fortifications (Surah Hijr 15:82, Hashr
59:14); (d) Guarding & Detection Systems (Surah Jinn 72:8-9 - sky sentinels
as a metaphor for modern defensive surveillance networks); and (e)
Transportation Industry (Surah Nahl 16:8).

C. Defensive Principles (Active Deterrence & Countermeasures)

Principle of Possession of Economic Power: Asserts that robust economic
power actively deters external aggression (“Allah promised you abundant
spoils... and withheld the hands of people from you”, Surah Al-Fath 48:20).
High economic capability provides manifest influence (direct leverage) and
latent influence (interdependence), while generating financial capital to fund
national defense.

Principle of Economic Threat: Involves communicating clear, credible
counter-threats to impose severe economic costs if an adversary initiates
coercive actions. Exemplified by Prophet Joseph's economic ultimatum to
his brothers (Surah Yusuf 12:59-61). Effective economic threats require four
attributes: explicit transparency, uncompromising seriousness, undeniable
credibility, and backing by actual power (Surah Yusuf 12:56).

Principle of Retaliation in Kind (Tit-for-Tat): Authorizes proportional
economic countermeasures when an adversary violates international
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agreements or imposes coercive blockades (Surah Baqarah 2:194: “Whoever
transgresses against you, transgress against them in like manner”). Governed
strictly by principles of justice (Surah Ma'idah 5:8) and exact proportionality
(Surah Nahl 16:126).

Principle of Destruction of Attacking Actor's Economic Resources:
Represents the ultimate deterrence measure against incorrigible, hostile
adversaries to strip them of aggressive capabilities. Implemented
progressively through: (a) Partial asset destruction (Surah Hashr 59:5 -
cutting select palm trees of Banu Nadir to induce surrender); (b) Extensive
asset destruction (Surah Saba 34:16 - destruction of Saba's dams/gardens);
(c) Total resource obliteration (Surah Yunus 10:88 - Prophet Moses' prayer
for the destruction of Pharaoh's wealth); and (d) Complete destruction of the
aggressor alongside their wealth (Surah Qasas 28:79-81 - the collapse and
destruction of Qarun/Korah).

4. Conclusion

The synthesis of cognitive, structural, and defensive principles derived
from the Holy Quran establishes a comprehensive, multi-layered strategic
framework for economic deterrence. Monotheism and economic
independence establish the ideological foundation, ensuring system
coherence and sovereign decision-making. Structural principles—preventing
economic vulnerabilities, maximizing domestic production, sustaining
system dynamism, and prioritizing industrial technological development—
fortify internal resilience against external shocks. Finally, defensive
principles—Ileveraging economic power, issuing credible counter-threats,
executing proportional tit-for-tat retaliation, and progressively targeted
destruction of hostile economic assets—provide active deterrence
mechanisms. Together, this Quranic model increases the cost of coercive
blockades for aggressive actors while neutralizing or mitigating potential
damages for target societies, offering Islamic nations a viable, sovereign
doctrine for enduring economic security.
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