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The fields of Quranic sciences and exegesis (tafsir) possess a 1,400-year
historical background, during which hundreds of exegetes and Quranic
scholars have created scholarly works and presented new perspectives
and theories. One of the contemporary Quranic figures—who is counted
among the students of Allamah Tabataba'i and began teaching exegesis in
Mashhad in 1343 AH (Solar) / 1964 CE, with numerous published
Quranic works—is Grand Ayatollah Imam Sayyid Ali Khamenei. He has
introduced multiple innovations in the methodological and content
dimensions of Quranic exegesis, which are evident throughout his written
works, lectures, declarations, and sermons. Among these theoretical
innovations are his novel exegetical foundations and rules, such as: the
non-individualistic interpretation of Quranic verses, practical rules of life
in the Quran, the scientific authority (marja'iyyah) of the Quran,
transformation in human sciences based on the Quran, and the
conceptualization of the Quran as a book of steadfastness, anti-arrogance
struggle, unity-building, politics, and revolution-making. In the practical
domain, his initiatives and wave-making efforts include innovations in
recitation (qira'ah), memorization (hifz), organizing grand Quranic
gatherings during Ramadan, defending the Quran against enemy slurs and
assaults, and applying Quranic teachings to national scientific
advancements and defense industries. This paper utilizes a
field/documentary data collection method drawn from Imam Khamenei's
written and oral works, followed by their descriptive and analytical
evaluation
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1. Introduction

The scholarly disciplines of Quranic sciences and exegesis (fafsir)
represent a continuous 1,400-year intellectual tradition within Islamic
civilization. Across centuries, hundreds of mufassirun (exegetes) and
Quranic scholars have produced thousands of monumental treatises, offering
evolving hermeneutical paradigms to address the religious, legal,
philosophical, and societal inquiries of their respective eras. Within the
contemporary period, Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei emerges as a
prominent Quranic scholar whose intellectual lineage was forged under the
direct tutelage of the renowned philosopher and exegete Allamah Sayyid
Mohammad Hossein Tabataba'i. Beginning his formal exegetical teaching
circles in Mashhad at the Masjid-e Payin-e Khiyaban and Masjid-e Qiblah in
1343 AH Solar (1964 CE), Imam Khamenei accumulated decades of oral
lectures, specialized seminary courses, Friday sermon commentaries, and
official declarations that collectively formulate a dynamic, socially
responsive Quranic framework.

Prior scholarly literature—including works by Mohammad Ali Rezaei
Esfahani (e.g., "Quranic Innovations of the Qom Seminary in the Past
Century” and “Methodology and Exegetical Theory of Imam Khamenei”)
and Ebrahim Rezaei Adriyani—has examined specific facets of his
commentary, particularly regarding Surah at-Tawbah. However, a
comprehensive consolidation of his holistic Quranic innovations spanning
both theoretical methodology and practical socio-political implementation
remained uncompiled. Conceptually, “Quran” denotes the divine scripture
comprising 114 surahs and 6,236 verses; “Imam Khamenei” refers to the
contemporary Islamic scholar, revolutionary leader, and jurist born in 1318
SH (1939 CE); and “Innovation” (no'avari) signifies novel hermeneutical
principles, foundational assumptions, methodological rules, and practical
socio-cultural initiatives that redefine how divine scripture operates within
human society.

2. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical research
methodology combined with documentary and field-based data collection.
Primary source material was gathered directly from the extensive corpus of
Imam Khamenei's written works, transcriptions of his public address series,
exegesis lectures (delivered across distinct historical epochs in Mashhad,
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Tehran, and Qom), declarations, and official statements published across a
ten-volume commentary collection by the Islamic Revolution Publications.

The analytical procedure involved qualitative thematic content analysis,
categorizing primary data into two core analytical axes: theoretical
innovations (hermeneutical foundations, interpretive rules, and thematic
conceptualization) and practical innovations (socio-cultural programs,
institutional directives, and applied scientific motivations). Each identified
innovation was cross-examined against standard classical and contemporary
exegetical literature to verify its novelty, contextual application, and
alignment with traditional Islamic hermeneutics.

3. Findings

The findings of this research reveal a systematic dual-structure of
Quranic innovation spanning theoretical hermeneutics, interpretive rules, and
applied socio-political statecraft:

1. Non-Individualistic Exegesis (Inhisar-nazudagi az Tafsir-e Fardi): A
fundamental rejection of secular interpretations that restrict Quranic
directives purely to personal devotion or monastic withdrawal. The paper
demonstrates through verses such as Surah Ibrahim (v. 1), Surah Az-Zukhruf
(v. 43), Surah An-Nabhl (v. 125), and Surah Ya-Sin (v. 61) that divine worship
('ubudiyyah) governs statecraft, economics, law, warfare, peace, and
collective societal organization.

2. Quran as a Manual of Practical Life Rules (Qawa'id-e Karburdi-ye
Zindagi): The Quran offers concrete, actionable blueprints for establishing
societal security, social justice, mental well-being, and institutional health.
Applying Quranic rules to daily life operates like a physician’s
prescription—requiring active execution rather than passive recitation.

3. Unity-Building Authority (Wahdat-Afrin): Emphasizing Quranic
mandates for Islamic solidarity to dismantle sectarian Shia-Sunni rifts
fabricated by foreign imperialist intelligence apparatuses.

4. Inseparability of Religion, Politics, and Revolution: Proving
scripturally through Surah Al-Mumtahanah (v. 1), Surah Ash-Shu'ara (vv.
151-152), Surah Al-Kahf (v. 49), and Surah Az-Zumar (v. 70) that the Quran
actively prescribes laws, state organization, defense, alliances, and
revolution against tyrannical regimes (faghut), debunking secularist claims
of religion-politics separation.
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5. Scientific Marja'iyyah (Authority) of the Quran: Re-establishing the
Quran as the primary epistemological authority capable of fulfilling modern
human ideological needs, directing research, and guiding academic fields.

6. Anti-Arrogance and Steadfastness (Istagamat va Mubarazah ba
Istikbar): Formulating scriptural imperatives to resist global oppressive
powers based on historical prophetic struggles against Pharaoh and tyrants,
as reflected in Surah Al-Qasas (v. 5) and Surah At-Tawbah (v. 33).

7. Transformation of Human Sciences (Zahavvul dar 'Ulum-e Insani):
Overhauling Western-imported, secularized, and materialistic humanities by
embedding Quranic anthropological and epistemological principles at their
foundation, building “Quran-founded Humanities” (Ulum-e Insani-ye Quran-bonyan).

8. Critical Distrust of Orientalist Scholarship (Bi-i'timadi be Manabi-ye
Mustashrigin): Exercising methodological caution towards Western Quranic
encyclopedias (such as the Encyclopaedia of the Qur'an published by Brill,
Leiden) due to underlying missionary, colonial, or reductionist biases.

9. Linguistic Rule of Conventional Speech ('Urf): Interpreting Quranic
revelation as transcendent divine truth communicated through standard,
accessible human linguistic conventions.

10. Rule of Inner Extraction (Batin-giri): Applying the famous tradition
of Imam Baqir (AS)— "its inner meaning is its interpretation”—to extract
universal, timeless principles from specific historical revelation contexts
(asbab al-nuzul) and apply them dynamically to modern realities.

11. Rule of Interrogation (Istintaq): Actively presenting modern societal
crises, political events, and scientific dilemmas to the Quran to elicit direct
guidance.

12. Permissibility of Polysemy (Isti'mal al-Laf? fi Akthar min Ma'na):
Affirming that a single Quranic expression can validly signify multiple
concurrent, non-contradictory textual meanings simultaneously (applied
across Surah At-Tawbah vv. 17, 38, 51, 82, and 112).

13. Great Cultural Jihad (Jihad-e Kabir): Utilizing the Quran as a non-
violent intellectual weapon against cultural aggression based on Surah Al-
Furgan (v. 52: ”Do not obey the disbelievers, and strive against them with it
[the Quran] a great striving”).

14. Practical Wave-Making Programs: Directing the national target of
training 10 million Quran memorizers (Aifz), instituting Quranic recitation
benches (kursi-e tilawat) across national mosques, integrating brief
exegetical translations during public recitations, and invoking Quranic verses
(such as Surah Al-Mujadilah v. 11) to inspire Iranian youth and scientists in
medical, nuclear, nanotechnology, aerospace, and defense industries.



13 Quranic Innovations of Imam Khamenei| MohammadAli Rezaee Esfahani

4. Conclusions

The study concludes that Imam Khamenei's Quranic paradigm successfully
bridges the historical divide between traditional academic exegesis and
contemporary sociopolitical statecraft. By defining the Quran not as a static
historical artifact but as an active, living constitution for human society, his
theoretical innovations provide the intellectual foundation for transforming
secularized human sciences and establishing a modern Islamic civilization.
Simultaneously, his practical directives translate high hermeneutical principles
into popular wave-making movements—from nationwide memorization
campaigns and mosque recitation circles to high-tech defense and scientific
self-reliance. This integrated model offers a comprehensive blueprint for
contemporary Muslim societies seeking intellectual independence and holistic
development grounded in Quranic revelation.
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OBJECTIVE: This study examines the central role of Wilayah
(divine authority and guardianship) in forming and consolidating
religious identity based on the Quranic thought of Ayatollah
Sayyid Ali Khamenei, addressing why comprehensive religious
identity often fails to materialize in Islamic societies despite
widespread individual devotion.

METHOD: Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology
rooted in Figh al-Hadith and qualitative content analysis, this
research investigates Quranic verses, Islamic narrations, and the
analytical speeches and writings of Ayatollah Khamenei
regarding religious identity, Wilayah, and social cohesion.
FINDINGS: The study reveals that Wilayah is not merely an isolated
component of Islam, but its fundamental foundation and interpretative
key, functioning as the structural “operating system’ for religious identity.
It establishes the prerequisite condition for the validity and spiritual
acceptance of devotional acts and serves as the primary unifying
mechanism against collective negligence. Wilayah operates across two
crucial dimensions among believers: intermal solidarity (Rahma'u
Baynahum) and political-intellectual impenetrability (Ashidda'u ‘ala al-
Kuffar). Analyzing the dialectical interplay between Divine Wilayah,
Believers' Wilayah, and Taghut's Wilayah demonstrates that Divine
Wilayah provides the necessary ontological axis for safeguarding
monotheistic identity against tyrannical subjugation.

CONCLUSION: Wilayah plays a vital, irreplaceable role in
constructing individual and collective Islamic identity. By
fostering internal harmony and resilience against foreign
domination, it consolidates monotheistic identity and offers an
active pathway to counter 7aghut. Promoting a profound
understanding of Wilayah is essential for establishing a unified,
resilient, and dignified Islamic society
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1. Introduction

Identity represents a dynamic, multi-layered system of beliefs, core values,
and behavioral patterns that shape both individual personality and social
groups, defining their unique distinctions from others. In contemporary
Islamic societies, religious identity is not confined to individual spiritual
convictions or isolated devotional rituals; rather, it constitutes an indispensable
pillar of social cohesion, cultural durability, and collective political existence.
Consequently, understanding the mechanisms that construct and fortify
religious identity remains a fundamental inquiry within Quranic studies,
Islamic theology (Kalam), and the sociology of religion.

Religious identity is anchored in foundational components: intellectual
beliefs, ethical values, emotional inclinations, and observable social actions.
Among these, cognitive beliefs serve as the primary substrate, governing
values and directing individual and communal behaviors. However, a critical
paradox confronts the contemporary Muslim world: despite widespread
personal commitment to monotheism (7awhid), belief in the Resurrection
(Ma'ad), and diligent performance of religious rites such as prayer (Salah),
fasting (Sawm), and pilgrimage (Hajj), a unified, resilient, and influential
collective Islamic identity frequently fails to materialize across social and
geopolitical domains. Individual piety often remains fragmented, failing to
generate an empowered, autonomous, and cohesive society immune to
external domination.

Addressing this deficit requires moving beyond superficial external,
geopolitical, or socio-economic explanations. In the Quranic hermeneutical
framework of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, the missing structural link is
the concept of Wilayah (divine guardianship and organic authority). Wilayah
is not merely one dogma among many; it is the vital axis that synthesizes
individual faith, moral values, and devotional rituals into an integrated,
resistant collective identity. This study systematically explores how Wilayah
functions as the core organizational principle that transforms scattered
individual religious practices into a coherent, self-sustaining, and sovereign
religious identity capable of resisting tyrannical (Taghuti) systems.

2. Method

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical research design
integrated with thematic content analysis and the specialized methodological
framework of Figh al-Hadith (the jurisprudence of traditions). The research
systematically investigates primary Quranic texts, canonical Islamic Hadith
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corpora (such as A/-Kafi and Al-Mahasin), and the extensive exegetical and
theoretical discourse of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, notably his seminal
work The General Pattern of Islamic Thought in the Quran (Tarh-e Kulli-ye
Andisheh-ye Islami dar Qur'an) and his thematic commentaries on Surah Al-
Tawbah and Surah Al-Bara'ah.

Through Figh al-Hadith, the study analyzes thematic relationships across
textual sources to uncover the structural logic linking Wilayah to religious
identity. The research categorizes textual data into four analytical nodes:

1. The ontological definition and semantic roots of Wilayah (closeness,
unbroken attachment, and active guardianship).

2. The dual operational dimensions of Believers' Wilayah (internal
solidarity versus external non-subordination).

3. The hierarchy of Divine Wilayah as delegated to the Holy Prophet, the
Infallible Imams, and qualified religious leadership (Wali-ye Fagih).

4. The structural opposition between Divine Wilayah and Taghut's
Wilayah. These categories were iteratively synthesized to construct a
comprehensive model explaining how Wilayah acts as the governing
“operating system” of Islamic identity.

3. Findings

The analytical findings demonstrate that Wilayah occupies a foundational,
structural position in the architecture of religious identity rather than
functioning as a secondary or auxiliary element. Key findings are
categorized into four major themes:

First: Wilayah as the “Operating System” and Fundamental Key of
Religion. Traditional Hadith analysis (Figh al-Hadith) reveals that Wilayah
is designated as the most vital pillar of Islam (A4/-Wilayatu Afdaluhun). The
prophetic tradition designates Wilayah as the “key” (Miftah) and “guide”
(Dalil) to all other pillars (Prayer, Fasting, Zakat, Hajj). Without Wilayah,
individual worship lacks direction, coherence, and spiritual efficacy.
Wilayah functions analogous to a computer's operating system: just as
software applications cannot execute without an underlying operating
system, individual acts of worship remain disconnected fragments
incapable of forming a resistant, collective identity without the structural
architecture of Wilayah. Furthermore, narrations affirm that Wilayah is the
prerequisite for the spiritual validity (Sikhah) and divine acceptance
(Qabul) of devotional acts.
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Second: Dual Dimensions of Believers' Wilayah. Quranic exegesis of
Surah Al-Tawbah (9:71) and Surah Al-Fat'h (48:29) reveals two essential,
interdependent dimensions of Wilayah among believers:

- Dimension 1: Internal Solidarity and Deep Organic Cohesion (Rahma'u
Baynahum). Believers' Wilayah requires an interconnected, organized social
body working like organs in a single human body (Saff-e Wahid). It
mandates active mutual support, commanding good, forbidding evil, and
economic solidarity (Zakat).

- Dimension 2: Political and Intellectual Impenetrability (Ashidda'u 'ala
al-Kuffar). Based on Surah Al-Ma'idah (5:51), believers are strictly
forbidden from forming ties of allegiance or ideological dependence with
non-divine, hegemonistic powers. This dimension ensures absolute
intellectual sovereignty and political self-reliance, preventing foreign
cultural or ideological penetration while permitting standard, non-
subordinate diplomatic engagements.

Third: The Dialectic of Divine Wilayah versus Taghut's Wilayah. The
study establishes that identity is defined through distinction. Quranic
exegesis of Surah Al-Baqarah (2:256) divides human existence into two
mutually exclusive spheres: the domain of Allah and the domain of Taghut
(tyrannical, non-divine power). Taghut encompasses both internal egoistic
desires and external oppressive political regimes. Divine Wilayah represents
Allah's absolute sovereignty, delegated to the Holy Prophet, the Infallible
Imams, and righteous leadership (Wali-ye Fagih). An individual or society
lacking active connection to Divine Wilayah inevitably falls under the
implicit or explicit sway of Taghut, regardless of performing routine
religious rituals.

- Fourth: Historical Exemplars of Intellectual and Economic
Independence. The study highlights historical applications of Wilayah in
preserving Islamic identity, such as Imam Sajjad's resolute response to the
Roman Emperor's threats, asserting spiritual and intellectual dignity, and
Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir's strategic initiative in designing an independent
Islamic currency during the reign of Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, which
severed economic reliance on foreign empires and safeguarded the Ummah's
financial sovereignty.
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4. Conclusion

This research concludes that Wilayah is the vital catalyst that converts
individual religious convictions into an empowered, unified, and durable
collective identity. Far from being a passive theological concept, Wilayah
serves as an active, structural principle that unifies individual beliefs, ethical
commitments, and devotional acts into a fortified social architecture. By
establishing internal solidarity among believers (Rahma'u Baynahum) and
maintaining uncompromising intellectual and political independence against
external hegemony (Ashidda'v ‘'ala al-Kuffar), Wilayah guarantees the
sovereignty and spiritual dignity of the Islamic Ummah. In contrast to
fragmented religiosity that leaves societies vulnerable to 7aghuti influence,
an identity grounded in Divine Wilayah provides an active defense against
cultural erosion and political subjugation. Consequently, cultivating a deep,
systemic understanding of Wilayah and strengthening the organic link
between the leader (Imam) and the community (Ummah) is essential for
realizing an autonomous, resilient, and dignified Islamic civilization in the
modern era.
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international human rights law versus contemporary Islamic
political discourse as articulated in the Quranic thought of
Imam Khamenei.
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mawdu'i) of Quranic verses to extract divine foundations
alongside qualitative textual analysis of international treaties
(UN Charter, 1966 Covenants, ICCPR General Comments),
ICJ advisory opinions, and political-philosophical writings.
Findings: The two paradigms demonstrate profound divergence in
ontological and anthropological foundations. International human
rights law grounds self-determination in human inherent dignity
and individual autonomy, struggling philosophically to justify
collective rights and lacking internal enforcement. Conversely, the
Quranic paradigm roots self-determination in divine dignity
(karamah  ilahiyyah), human vicegerency (khilafah), and
unalterable divine historical laws (sunan), framing it through the
real concomitance of rights and obligations (tamazum).
Functionally, both frameworks converge on external anti-
colonialism. The Quranic model introduces “wilayat al-nusrah”
(protective solidarity) as a conceptual framework for collective
responsibility to protect oppressed peoples.

Conclusion: While international law provides established legal
institutions hampered by geopolitical power dynamics, the
Quranic model presents a cohesive theological synthesis
bridging rights with moral duties. It resolves liberal
individualist impasses regarding collective rights, offering a
normative alternative to selective humanitarian intervention.
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1. Introduction

The right to self-determination represents the manifestation of free human
agency in shaping collective political, economic, social, and cultural
destinies. In international law, this concept evolved post-World War II from a
political slogan into a foundational legal principle, recognized in its external
dimension (prohibition of colonialism) as a peremptory norm of general
international law (jus cogens). Nevertheless, articulating its theoretical
foundation remains notoriously problematic: grounded in liberal
individualism and John Locke's self-ownership model, the international
human rights framework struggles with a persistent philosophical
inconsistency when attempting to justify the “collective rights” of peoples
without reducing them to a mere aggregation of individual entitlements.
Furthermore, in its internal dimension, international law lacks effective
enforcement mechanisms to guarantee genuine popular participation against
authoritarian state structures.

In contrast, contemporary Islamic political thought—specifically as
formulated through the Quranic exegesis of Imam Khamenei—understands
self-determination not merely as a defensive claim against state power, but
as a binding divine duty (taklif). Its realization is contingent upon internal
moral transformation and active collective responsibility, as derived from
Surah Ar-Ra'd: 11 (“Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people
until they change what is in themselves”). Within this framework, civic
engagement such as electoral participation in a religious democracy is
conceptualized as simultaneously an inviolable right of the people and a
sacred religious obligation.

This comparative study addresses critical inquiries: What are the distinct
ontological and anthropological foundations of self-determination in both
frameworks? How do they compare across four primary analytical axes: (1)
Source of the Right, (2) Subject/Holder of the Right, (3) Relation between
Right and Duty, and (4) Mechanisms of Guarantee? Furthermore, how does
the Quranic model resolve the theoretical tension between divine sovereignty
and popular free will?

2. Methodology

This study adopts an interdisciplinary comparative-analytical research
methodology. Secondary data was systematically gathered through comprehensive
library research, examining international instruments (UN Charter, 1966
International Covenants on Human Rights, ICCPR General Comments),
international jurisprudence (including the ICJ's 2010 Kosovo Advisory Opinion),
international legal treatises, and the written and spoken corpus of Imam Khamenei.
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To extract Quranic foundations, the research employed the rigorous
method of thematic exegesis (tafsir mawdu'i) through four sequential
operational steps:

1. Inductive Verse Collection: Systematically gathering verses related to
human agency, collective agency, historical laws (sunan), oppression
(istid'af), divine support (nusrah), consultation (shura), and human
vicegerency (khilafah).

2. Categorization: Classifying verses into the four primary analytical axes.

3. Networked Textual Analysis: Contextualizing verses using classical
and contemporary exegetical works (Tabataba'i's Al-Mizan, Tabarsi's Majma'
al-Bayan, Javadi Amoli's Tasnim, and Makarem Shirazi's Tafsir-e Nemoneh).

4. Formulation of Contemporary Reading: Articulating Imam
Khamenei's contemporary reading of these foundations.

Methodologically, key rules of Usul al-Figh (jurisprudential
methodology)—such as the principle that divine obligation mandates free
human agency—were applied as interpretive tools to resolve theoretical
tensions regarding divine governance and human free will.

5. Main Findings Across Four Analytical Axes

Axis 1: Source of the Right (Inherent Human Dignity vs. Divine Dignity
& Vicegerency)

In international law, self-determination rests upon secular “inherent
human dignity” and social contract theory (UN Charter Article 1(2)). In
Quranic thought, it is anchored in divine dignity (karamah ilahiyyah, Surah
Al-Isra: 70) and man's cosmic status as God's vicegerent (khalifah, Surah Al-
Bagarah: 30). Tabataba'i notes that vicegerency inherently requires choice
and stewardship over earthly destinies. Foreign domination is rejected
because it deprives human beings of the divine-given liberty essential to
fulfilling their cosmic duties.

Axis 2: Subject/Holder of the Right (Individualist Collective Right
Dilemma vs. Authentic Collective Entity)

International law classifies self-determination as a collective right
belonging to “peoples,” yet its liberal individualist architecture struggles to
define “peoples” distinct from sovereign states or minorities. This ambiguity
was demonstrated in the ICJ's 2010 Kosovo Advisory Opinion, which
strictly avoided ruling on “remedial secession.” Conversely, Quranic thought
posits an authentic collective personality (ummah, Surah Ali Tmran: 110)
endowed with independent moral agency and historical accountability,
defining the “nation” through shared moral commitment and divine purpose.
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Axis 3: Relation Between Right and Duty (Right-Centric Creditor Model
vs. Real Concomitance/Tamazum)

International law operates on a right-centric model where individuals
hold entitlements against debtor states, reducing civic responsibility. Quranic
thought establishes a real concomitance (tamazum) between rights and
duties: self-determination is a dynamic process requiring active moral
responsibility (Surah Ar-Ra'd: 11; Surah An-Najm: 39). Civic participation is
both an entitlement and an obligatory duty.

Axis 4: Mechanisms of Guarantee (Legal Norms/Jus Cogens vs. Divine
Historical Laws & Institutional Duty)

International guarantees rely on formal norms (Vienna Convention
Article 53) that fail internally against state overreach and rely on geopolitical
power politics. Quranic guarantees operate on two levels:

- Ontological (Takwini): Inviolable historical laws (Sunan llahiyyah) where
divine assistance is mathematically tied to human effort (Surah Muhammad: 7).

- Legislative/Institutional (Zashri'i): Mutual public oversight (Amr bil-
Ma'ruf), consultation (Shura, Surah Ash-Shura: 38), and Wilayat al-Nusrah
(Surah An-Nisa: 75), obligating collective support for oppressed peoples.

4. Theoretical Tension Reconciliation & Model Evaluation

A central theoretical hurdle in the Quranic paradigm is the relationship
between divine sovereignty and popular will. The paper resolves this through
three mechanisms:

1. Scope Separation: Distinguishing between fixed divine legislation
(universal principles of justice) and variable executive governance where
popular choice governs.

2. Usul al-Figh Principle: Applying the rule that divine obligation logically
presupposes human free will (taklif requires ikhtiyar), meaning divine
governance is realized through free human choice rather than its negation.

3. Religious Democracy (Mardamsalari-ye Dini): A structural model
where popular vote affirms both the religious framework and selects
structural leadership in a longitudinal relationship.

5. Conclusion & Research Contributions

Comparative analysis reveals functional convergence on external anti-
colonialism alongside fundamental ontological divergence. While
international law provides formal legal mechanisms compromised by
geopolitical double standards, the Quranic paradigm presents a rigorous
theological-philosophical framework uniting rights, duties, and historical
laws. Crucially, the Quranic concept of “Wilayat al-Nusrah” provides a
normative foundation for collective responsibility to protect oppressed
peoples without resorting to selective geopolitical intervention, offering a
major theoretical contribution to Islamic international legal studies.
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Findings: Intellectual education in this paradigm is not the mere
transmission of knowledge, but a process of “bringing forth life and
extracting the treasures of reason towards movement and action.”
Five interconnected foundational principles were identified:
(1) Facilitation — creating an environment that enables the learner’s
free and conscious choice; (2) Empowerment of Reasoning —
stirring the power of thought to restrain ignorance and convert doubt
into certainty; (3) Strengthening Lesson-Taking (‘ibra) — deriving
lessons from divine laws to cultivate rational foresight and preventive
piety; (4) Proof-Centeredness in Cognition — transitioning from
blind imitation to investigation and replacing imposition with rational
persuasion; and (5) Alignment of Proof and Faith — integrating
demonstrative knowledge with heartfelt belief to ensure both mental
protection and dynamic, righteous action.

Conclusion: In this model, entrusting the “torch of reason” to the
human being guarantees guidance towards ultimate perfection. By
forging a deep bond between knowledge and practice, the system
lays the foundation for attaining the goodly life (hayat tayyiba),
producing individuals who are both analytically rigorous and
spiritually driven
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Introduction

In the Islamic worldview, the true identity of the human being and the
distinguishing boundary between humanity and animality lie in the faculty of
intellect (‘ag/). The Quran explicitly identifies the suspension of reason as
the root cause of wretchedness, quoting the denizens of Hell: “Had we but
listened or used our intellect, we would not be among the companions of the
Blaze” (67:10). While all dimensions of human existence require nurturing,
the strategic importance of the intellect demands a heightened focus on
“intellectual education” (tarbiyat ‘aglani). The Holy Quran, as the
comprehensive charter of guidance, continually calls for the blossoming of
human reason. Imam Khamenei, with his rare mastery of revealed sources
and acute awareness of contemporary societal needs, has articulated a vision
in which Quranic guidance embraces every sphere of life. His speeches and
writings, therefore, constitute a practical model for educators and researchers
seeking an authentic, revelation-based educational system. Despite the
existence of prior studies on intellectual education—ranging from general
Quranic-hadith investigations (e.g., Marzuqi & Safari, 2007; Khalifeh &
Mar‘ashi, 2011; Ehsani, 2014) to strategic and epistemological inquiries
(Bani-Hashemi & Moqaddas, 2013; Rashidi, 2019) and case-based or
obstacle-focused analyses (Aqasafari et al., 2020; Taqgizadeh Pasandi et al.,
2021)—a systematic extraction of the principles governing intellectual
education from Imam Khamenei’s integrated Quranic thought has remained
a scholarly gap. The present research fills this lacuna by answering the
central question: What are the systematic principles of intellectual education
in Imam Khamenei’s Quranic thought?

Method

This study is a qualitative, fundamental-theoretical inquiry employing an
jjtihadr (disciplined inferential) approach. The method adopted is
descriptive-analytical. Data were gathered through library and documentary
research, relying on primary sources: the Holy Quran, authoritative hadith
compilations (al-Kafi, Nahj al-Balagha, Bihar al-Anwar, etc.), and the
complete body of Imam Khamenei’s statements, sermons, and written works
retrieved from his official archives. The scope encompassed all Quranic
verses pertaining to intellect, reflection, and reasoning, relevant narrations,
and the entirety of the Supreme Leader’s pronouncements on education,
rationality, and intellectual training.
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The analytical process proceeded in three stages: (a) Concept extraction
— a close reading of the texts to arrive at a precise definition of “intellectual
education” from the perspective of the Quran and Imam Khamenei’s
discourse; (b) Classification and alignment — categorising key statements
and matching them with revelatory foundations to identify behavioural
patterns and general rules; (c) Principle inference — the final derivation of
five overarching principles that constitute the structural framework of
intellectual education in this thought system.

Findings

Before detailing the principles, the study clarifies core concepts. Tarbiyat
(education) is etymologically rooted in rabw, meaning increase and gradual
nurturing, and in Imam Khamenei’s terminology it signifies “giving life and
birth to a human being” and activating the inner springs of the learner. ‘Ag/
(intellect) is defined not merely as a material calculating device but as a
three-tiered faculty: one that leads to nearness to God and monotheism, one
that designs an Islamic lifestyle, and one that regulates the material affairs of
life. Principles (usiil) are prescriptive general rules that guide the educator,
derived from the interplay of foundational beliefs and educational goals.
Intellectual education, in Imam Khamenei’s words, is “extracting the power
of human reason, making it govern human thoughts and actions, and placing
the torch of reason in man’s hand so that he can discern the path by its light
and be able to traverse it.” On this basis, the following five principles were
identified and systematically analysed.

1. The Principle of Facilitation and Context Creation

Intellectual education commences not with the imposition of ideas but
with the provision of a fertile environment for the learner’s innate capacities
to flourish. Islamic philosophy holds that the educator is not the creator of
perfection but the provider of the necessary conditions for growth, because
ultimately the learner’s will and choice bring about change. The Quran
models this by first cleansing the mind of material attachments before calling
to reflection: “And the life of this world is but play and diversion, and the
home of the Hereafter is better for those who fear God. Will you not then use
your intellect?” (6:32). Imam Khamenei concretises this principle through
the analogy of the learner community—especially the youth—as a “surging
river.” The educator, as a strategic engineer, must (1) scientifically recognise
the river’s potential; (2) identify the points of need; and (3) dig channels to
direct the water towards those needs, preventing the waste of talent. Thus,
facilitation means opening the path and placing the valuable commodity of
aptitude where it can flourish.
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2. The Principle of Empowering the Force of Reasoning

Mere possession of the intellect is insufficient; it must be actualised,
stirred, and rendered efficient. The Quran sharpens reason by systematically
presenting the signs (@yar) of creation: “Thus does God make clear to you
His verses that you may reason” (2:242). Imam Khamenei invokes the
mission of the prophets as articulated in Nah;j al-Balagha: “to unearth for
them the buried treasures of intellects.” He identifies two essential functions
of a strengthened intellect. First, the intellect acts as an ‘igal (a tether), citing
the prophetic tradition “Intellect is a rein against ignorance” to illustrate that
a trained reason restrains the rebellious soul from waywardness. Second, a
fortified intellect transforms doubt into certainty. Referring to the hadith in
which the Prophet told a man disturbed by inner whisperings that this was
“sheer faith,” Imam Khamenei emphasises that the learner must be
empowered to move through intellectual dead-ends and reach a position of
conviction, rather than remaining trapped in scepticism.

3. The Principle of Strengthening the Faculty of Lesson Taking (‘Ibra)

‘Ibra (derived from ‘ubiir, to cross over) is a cognitive mechanism that
moves from the outward appearance of events to their inner meaning and
causes. The Quran repeatedly commands journeying through the earth to
observe the end of earlier peoples (30:42), which is not a call to tourism
but to rational reflection on the divine laws governing history. Imam
Khamenei treats lesson-taking as a deliberate intellectual habit cultivated
by Islam. He cites the maxim from Nahj al-Balagha: “Whoever is
confronted with clear lessons ... piety will restrain him from plunging into
doubts.” Thus, ‘ibra strengthens the rational predictive power of the
learner, enabling him to discern the correct path before falling into
calamity. Moreover, Imam Khamenei identifies contemporary history—the
pre- and post-Revolution contrast, the eight-year war—as a vast theatre of
‘ibra which, when properly elucidated, sharpens the learner’s ability to
distinguish the fronts of truth and falsehood.

4. The Principle of Rational Persuasion and Proof Centeredness in Cognition

Intellectual education requires a transition from blind imitation to
investigated conviction. The educator must replace imposition (tahmil) with
understanding (zafhim). The Quran itself establishes a model of logical
argumentation, as in the proof for divine unity: “Had there been gods besides
God in the heavens and the earth, they would both have been corrupted”
(21:22). The hadtth tradition distinguishes between blameworthy quarrelling
and praiseworthy disputation based on proof (al-jidal al-ahsan), in which
one adduces evidence and responds with reason, never denying a truth or
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accepting a falsehood due to argumentative weakness. Imam Khamenei
insists that as the learner matures, the rod and the frown must give way to
explanation and demonstration; even in political conflicts, Imam Ali set the
example by reasoning with his opponents. This principle, therefore,
mandates that the educator cultivate a culture of logical discourse and
evidence-based conviction in the learner.

5. The Principle of Alignment of Proof and Faith

The pinnacle of Imam Khamenei’s intellectual education system is the
conviction that a fully developed intellect requires both sound argumentation
and a rightly oriented heart. Demonstrative knowledge (ma rifat istidlaly)
serves as a “firm pillar” that blocks the paths of doubt and secures the mind
against intellectual subversion. Yet, argument alone does not generate
movement; it is faith-based knowledge (ma rifat imant) that provides the
motivational drive, the “engine” of action. The Prophet’s training of Abu
Dharr illustrates this: he was not transformed through dry philosophical
proofs but through a luminous faith infused with love, attraction, and fervour
that propelled him along the path of truth. The Quran attests to this interplay:
“We have made clear the signs for a people who are certain” (2:118)—only a
heart grounded in conviction can benefit fully from rational proofs.
Therefore, the educator must deliberately fuse cognitive rigour with heartfelt
belief, ensuring that the learner not only understands the truth but is
passionately driven to enact it.

Conclusion

The research demonstrates that intellectual education in Imam
Khamenei’s Quranic thought is an existential process of “giving birth to
human truth,” far exceeding mere logical instruction. The five derived
principles form a coherent, dynamic system: facilitation creates the
necessary conditions; empowerment of reasoning activates the intellect;
lesson-taking expands foresight; proof-centeredness guarantees cognitive
integrity; and the alignment of proof and faith ensures both the protection
and the vitality of the rational soul. This model entrusts the “torch of reason”
to the human being, enabling him to navigate the path to ultimate perfection
and, by cementing the nexus between knowledge and action, it lays the
foundation for attaining the goodly life (hayat tayyiba). The educator’s
overarching duty is to institutionalise intellect as the criterion and reference
in society, nurturing individuals who combine analytical strength with
luminous faith and are thus equipped to break through impasses on the
journey of individual and civilisational growth.
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Objective: This study aims to elucidate the essential criteria and
standards for administering the affairs of an Islamic society in the
thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, employing a Qur’anic and
narrational approach. It seeks to extract the foundations of
guiding human society towards perfection from a religious
perspective and to demonstrate the necessity of observing these
standards to secure individual and collective felicity.

Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method
with an extractive approach, analyzing Ayatollah Khamenei’s
speeches, sermons, and works to identify governance patterns
and then matching them with corresponding Qur’anic verses and
traditions. Library-based documentation and examination of his
practical conduct reveal the bond between his political doctrine
and revelatory sources (the Holy Qur’an) and the tradition of the
Infallibles (peace be upon them).

Findings: The political conduct and method of the Supreme
Leader are entirely founded upon Qur’anic verses and the sirah
of the Noble Prophet and the Pure Imams. In his thought,
political governance is not merely an administrative-political act
or a tool for managing society, but the extension of “Divine
Wilayah” on earth and the intersection of divine right with human
action. Core components include time-consciousness and insight
into global affairs, full awareness of contemporary exigencies,
justice-seeking and practical justice-dispensing, adherence to
consultation with trustworthy authorities, and trusteeship
regarding the rights of the people and the system.

Conclusion: Ayatollah Khamenei’s political governance constitutes
an objective model of the bond between revelation and political
prudence in the present age. In this model, the legitimacy of
governance rests on three pillars: reliance on monotheistic justice,
following the conduct of the Infallibles in managing society, and
reliance on verses concerning vicegerency and divine trust
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Introduction

Political governance in an Islamic society is a path for the realization of
human perfection and the establishment of absolute justice under the shade
of revelatory guidance; governance is viewed not as an end but as a means to
attain divine pleasure and collective felicity. Rulers and administrators, as
implementers of macro-policies, play a vital role in the progress or decline of
a society. It is evident that every society requires laws and a government to
enforce them and administer affairs; otherwise, chaos ensues and social
matters remain paralysed. Since both individual and social laws are based on
the sacred Shari‘ah, the ruler must meet specific conditions, including full
knowledge of the Shari‘ah—conditions that, after the Infallible Imams, are
exclusive to the jurists who assume leadership. In the contemporary era, the
concept of independence has shifted from a legal-formal status to a complex
identity-structural challenge. While the international system defines
independence in terms of recognition, geopolitical realities reveal structural
dependence and cultural reproduction beneath the surface. The gap between
formal and real independence stems from the lack of a model of political
education capable of moving the national character from dependency to
sovereignty. Ayatollah Khamenei’s political education doctrine starts from
the ontological layer, defining political education not as a managerial skill
but as an evolutionary process that returns man to his true self. Against this
background, the present paper hypothesises that strategic independence is
not a political status to be bought or negotiated but the product of an
educational investment. It asks how the transition from protest-based
education to governance-based education, and linking mystical spirituality
with strategic rationality, can offer a new model of governance wherein
national dignity, political independence, and social justice all spring from
sound political education.

Method

The study uses a descriptive-analytical method with an extractive
approach to explicate the position of Qur’anic and narrational documentation
in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought on political governance. By employing an
extractive method of discourse analysis, the epistemic axes within his works
and sermons are identified and analysed. The research process is designed to
match these ideas with corresponding verses and traditions, thereby
examining the crystallization of these concepts in the management and
political governance of Islamic society. Thus, it aims to show that his views,
far from being one-dimensional administrative approaches, are articulated as
a comprehensive, systematic programme for political governance.
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Findings

1. Foundational Epistemic Principles (Revelatory Roots of Governance)

The findings show that political governance in Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought is not an instrumental or purely technical phenomenon but has
doctrinal roots. Religion is comprehensive; no separation exists between
worship and societal management. Governance based on divine criteria is
itself part of religious and devotional obligations. Power is a divine trust, a
responsibility to be accounted for before God. All political and strategic
decisions in his sirah are derived by matching them with Qur’anic verses and
the tradition of the Infallibles, thus placing legitimacy alongside efficacy.

2. Cognitive and Strategic Competences (Insight and Time-Consciousness)

A major finding is the emphasis on knowledge of the time as a prerequisite
for governance. This rests on political insight—the ability to distinguish truth
from falsehood amidst political complexities, which is the product of applying
revelatory texts to social realities. Moreover, time-consciousness means that
Islamic management is not fatalistic but discerning; it identifies which
Qur’anic instruction (e.g., peace or jihad, dissimulation or frankness) should
be implemented at each historical juncture. Awareness of global equations
ensures that the management of Islamic society remains linked to the Islamic
worldview while maintaining full command over international developments,
thereby preserving political independence.

3. Ethical and Human Pillars (Qualitative Criteria for the Ruler)

In Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, morality is the precondition of politics;
without it, governance turns into tyranny. Justice-seeking is the axis: justice
is not merely a legal concept but an ontological duty, applied both in
resource distribution and in dealing with opponents, anchored in Qur’anic
proofs. Trusteeship and responsibility mean viewing society as God’s
property, with the ruler as its guardian, not owner. Humility and God-fearing
link power with servitude, preventing the ruler from falling into the trap of
self-superiority and drawing him closer to the people.

4. Operational and Managerial Mechanisms

The executive tools of governance in his sirah include consultative rule
(shiird): based on the Qur’anic command “and consult them in affairs,” he
rejects solitary management and stresses consultation with trusted
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specialists, reducing macro-level managerial error. Selection is based on
competence and expertise: trust alone is insufficient and must be
accompanied by qualification; the community must be managed by persons
who are both faithful and efficient. Dynamism and flexibility: political
management is not static but revises managerial methods according to
societal changes without altering principles.

From these elements emerge the core components of his political
governance: justice-centeredness and rule of law, God-wariness (taqwa) as a
strategic asset, honesty and frankness as the external face of insight,
knowledge and wisdom as twin wings for independence, patience and
forbearance as  instruments of  strategic crisis management,
people-centeredness rooted in religious democracy, and meritocracy as the
intersection of expertise and commitment.

Conclusion

The model of political governance in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought is an
integrative one: it combines the primacy of revelation in foundations,
time-conscious insight in diagnosis, the ethics of justice and trusteeship in
character, and a consultative method in execution. These four pillars together
guarantee that the management of Islamic society not only achieves material
progress but also moves along the path of human perfection and divine
satisfaction. The model demonstrates that governance is the extension of
divine wilayah on earth; its legitimacy rests on monotheistic justice,
following the Infallibles’ conduct, and verses concerning vicegerency and
divine trust. In this paradigm, strategic independence is the fruit of political
education that links spirituality with rational prudence, producing a resilient,
self-repairing social order capable of offering a civilizational alternative to
the world.
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Objective: This study aims to delineate the educational process
of self-development (khodsdazi), community-building (jame ‘eh-
pardazi), and civilization-building (tamaddon-sazi) as presented
in Ayatollah Khamenei’s “The 250-Year-Old Man” and the
“Second Step Statement of the Revolution,” to uncover their
interrelationship in individual-social-historical education, and to
extract the Qur’anic foundations of this educational program.
Method: A qualitative, inductive approach was adopted,
employing content analysis of the two primary texts, the Leader’s
other statements, and relevant Qur’anic verses. Data were
interpreted to construct a coherent educational framework.
Findings: The analysis reveals that self-development constitutes
the foundational axis of transformation, mirroring the Qur’anic
concept of tazkiyah (purification). Community-building emerges
as the actualization of collective righteousness (salihiyyah)
within society, guided by the model of the Infallible Imams’
socio-political struggle. Civilization-building represents the
strategic, macro-level management of history toward a new
Islamic civilization, anchored in the Qur’anic promises of
istikhlaf (vicegerency) and the inheritance of the earth by the
righteous. The educational pattern in both works is deeply rooted
in the twin Qur’anic principles of tazkiyah and ta ‘lim (teaching),
forming a coherent, phased trajectory from individual piety to
global reform. The “250-Year-Old Man” functions as a historical-
exegetical blueprint, while the “Second Step Statement”
translates it into a contemporary national-educational roadmap.
Conclusion: The Leader’s articulation offers a comprehensive,
Qur’an-based educational paradigm where self-development,
community-building, and civilization-building are inseparably
linked. This integrated model provides concrete guidance for
educational policymakers and activists, showing how the
Prophetic and Imamic legacy can be operationalized to achieve
the new Islamic civilization.
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Introduction

Islam’s ultimate mission is the cultivation and education of humankind,
as declared in the verse: “He it is who sent among the unlettered a
Messenger from among themselves, reciting to them His verses, purifying
them, and teaching them the Book and wisdom” (Q. 62:2). This verse
encapsulates a Qur’anic educational program in which fazkiyah
(purification) forms the path of self-development, while ta ‘fim (teaching the
Book and wisdom) embodies the flow of community-building and
civilization-building founded on knowledge and reason. The Prophet
Muhammad laid the foundations of Islamic civilization by creating
fundamental social, cultural, political, and economic changes, enabling
individual, social, and historical perfection to take root. In contemporary
times, Ayatollah Khamenei, the martyred leader of the Islamic Revolution,
delineated the same trajectory in two seminal works: the book “The 250-
Year-Old Man” (a compilation of his statements from 1980 to 2011 on the
politico-combative life of the Imams) and the “Second Step Statement of the
Revolution” (issued in February 2019). He introduces the three key terms
self-development, community-building, and civilization-building as an
educational process leading toward a new Islamic civilization, which he
identifies as the ultimate goal of the Islamic Revolution.

Despite existing studies that have touched upon political-historical
dimensions of these works, a specific educational-Qur’anic analysis linking
the process of self-development, community-building, and -civilization-
building with the Qur’anic model of fazkiyah and ta‘lim has been lacking.
The present research addresses this gap by extracting the educational
framework from “The 250-Year-Old Man” and its complementarity with the
“Second Step Statement,” while grounding it in the Qur’anic verses that
underpin the Leader’s discourse. The main research question is: How is the
educational process of self-development, community-building, and
civilization-building pursued in these two works, and what is its relationship
with the Qur’anic pattern of tazkiyah and ta ‘lim?

Method

This study employed a qualitative methodology with an inductive
approach. The corpus consisted of the primary texts (“The 250-Year-Old
Man” and the “Second Step Statement”), the Leader’s other speeches and
messages (accessible via official records), and relevant Qur’anic verses. Data
were analyzed through content analysis, focusing on the identification of
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educational concepts, their interconnections, and their Qur’anic bases. The
study aimed to construct an integrated understanding of Islam’s educational
program—from the Prophet’s era to the present—by drawing inferences
from revealed texts and the Leader’s interpretative lens. No quantitative or
statistical procedures were employed; rather, a thematic-analytical process
was followed to outline the stages of individual, social, and historical
maturation.

Findings

1. Selt-Development as the Foundation of Educational Transformation

In the Islamic epistemological system, self-development (khodsazi) is the
cornerstone of education and the starting point of human perfection, aimed at
attaining nearness to God and balancing inner and outer drives. The Qur’an
uses the term fazkiyah and links salvation to it: “He has succeeded who
purifies it, and he has failed who instills it [with corruption]” (Q. 91:9-10).
The Leader regards self-development as the rationale for the sending of
prophets and the ultimate divine wisdom behind human creation. In “The
250-Year-Old Man,” the Prophetic model is emphasized: the Prophet began
his own purification through solitary devotion in the cave of Hira’, reaching
spiritual zenith at the age of forty, whereupon the gates of the unseen were
opened to him. This personal transformation enabled him to lead a society
steeped in ignorance and tribalism toward moral and spiritual elevation.

The Qur’anic concept of tazkiyah is intrinsically tied to freedom
(Gzddagi): purification from the domination of the ego empowers the
individual to resist all forms of social tyranny, thus making self-development
the prerequisite for community-building. The Leader extends this notion by
presenting a three-stage process for societal purification: fakhliyah
(evacuation) through negative struggle and committed enlightenment;
tahliyah (adornment) through positive struggle and imbuing society with
pure Islamic teachings; and fajliyah (manifestation) through uprisings like
that of Imam Husayn, culminating in the ultimate revolution of Imam al-
Mahdi. The Islamic Revolution of 1979 replicated this pattern, with Imam
Khomeini’s emphasis on self-purification effecting a paradigm shift in
popular religiosity. The Leader summarizes this transformation: “Imam
brought about a transformation in the view of religion... He defined for
religion the mission of system-building, civilization-building, society-
building, and human-building.” Thus, self-development is not an isolated act
but the foundation of continuous transformation, characterized by refusal to
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imitate Western models, reliance on Qur’anic principles, and management
through institutionalizing the Imams’ message in people’s hearts.

2. Community-Building and the Actualization of Righteousness in Society

Community-building (jame ‘eh-pardazi) in the two works is portrayed as
the operational realization of key Qur’anic concepts such as “a single
community” (ummah wdahidah, Q. 21:92) and “a middle community”
(ummah wasat, Q. 2:143). The “250-Year-Old Man” analyzes the lives of the
Imams as a unified 250-year movement, demonstrating a shared strategy for
social formation despite different tactical approaches. The Leader identifies
two major Prophetic programs for community-building: (1) ummah-building
through the individual education of minds and hearts, not merely political
mobilization, and (2) safeguarding the Islamic order through simultaneous
self-development and collective instruction.

This dual approach involved positive measures such as establishing
brotherhood (Q. 49:10) and forming covenants of unity, as well as negative
measures including confrontation with hypocrites (Q. 4:145) and constant
struggle against egoistic desires. The educational process derived from the
Imams’ conduct forms a coherent system: faith and spirituality provide inner
tranquility (Q. 13:28); knowledge and understanding enable the discernment
of truth (Q. 58:11); justice and equity solidify social relations (Q. 16:90);
respect and intimacy find expression in good speech (Q. 2:83); might and
honor belong to God, His Messenger, and the believers (Q. 63:8); ethical
reform is the very goal of the prophetic mission (Q. 62:2); and continuous
effort and progress follow the divine law of recompense (Q. 53:39). This
seven-dimensional educational network, inspired by Qur’anic verses,
generates a fresh discourse on the “ummah—imamah” theory, redefining
education during the Occultation and guiding the formation of a committed,
insightful, dignified, and dynamic human being. The “Second Step
Statement” complements this by emphasizing the role of the youth and
popular participation, making community-building a living, evolving reality
in post-revolutionary Iran.

3. Civilization-Building and the Management of History

Islamic civilization is described by the Leader as a space where humanity
can achieve spiritual and material growth, realizing the purposes for which
God created them: a life of dignity, power, and constructive mastery over
nature. The term “new Islamic civilization” (tamaddon-e novin-e Islami) was
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coined to signify the reconstruction of that civilization in the modern era. At
its deepest layer, civilization-building is the fulfillment of the Qur’anic
promises of istikhldf (vicegerency) and the inheritance of the earth by the
righteous servants: “And We have written in the Psalms, after the
Remembrance, that My righteous servants shall inherit the earth” (Q.
21:105). It thus constitutes the macro-management of history along
monotheistic lines.

The article identifies seven key components, derived from the “Second
Step Statement,” that drive this civilizational movement: (1) science and
research, (2) spirituality and ethics, (3) economy, (4) justice and the fight
against corruption, (5) independence and freedom, (6) national dignity, foreign
relations, and demarcation from the enemy, and (7) lifestyle. Each component
is supported by Qur’anic evidence and has specific educational implications,
such as the link between knowledge and might (Q. 58:11), the connection
between piety and divine assistance (Q. 65:2-3), and the necessity of
economic understanding as part of religious worldview (Q. 2:58-62). The
Leader’s historical narrative in “The 250-Year-Old Man” demonstrates that the
Imams laid the foundations for this civilization through a continuous
educational-jihadi process; the Islamic Revolution is its preliminary
realization, and the ongoing resistance of the Iranian nation—alongside the
global spread of the discourse of resistance—signals the gradual fulfillment of
the divine promise. The stages of victory are categorized as initial (the triumph
of the Revolution in 1979), intermediate (scientific, cultural, and social
achievements despite hostilities), and final (the collective will to preserve
divinely bestowed dignity). The new Islamic civilization thus serves as an
alternative model to Western systems, and its distinctiveness lies in its fusion
of religion, ethics, and epistemological rationality.

Conclusion

Ayatollah Khamenei’s “The 250-Year-Old Man” and the “Second Step
Statement” together present a comprehensive educational roadmap rooted in
the Qur’an and the infallible Imams’ legacy. The study concludes, first, that
the Leader perceived the educational pattern of the Infallibles and
reconstructed its essential elements—self-development as the foundation of
transformation, community-building as the realization of collective
righteousness, and civilization-building as the holistic management of
history—within the political-social life of the Iranian nation. Second, this
tripartite process is a direct derivation from the Qur’anic paradigm of
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tazkiyah and ta‘lim, with “The 250-Year-Old Man” offering a concrete
historical exegesis of those verses. The synergy between the two works
reveals an educational system where individual purification seamlessly
transitions into social reform and ultimately into civilizational leadership.
This framework equips educational planners and activists with a Qur’an-
based model that addresses the diverse levels of human life and paves the
way for the new Islamic civilization, thereby extending an invitation for
further research into the rational, emotional, and artistic dimensions of this
civilizational thought.
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1. Introduction:

Upbringing (Tarbiyah) represents one of the foundational pillars for
shaping human personality and guiding individuals toward personal and
social perfection. Within the Islamic worldview, education is not merely a
social necessity or a pragmatic duty, but a divine obligation (7ak/if) anchored
primarily within the institution of the family. The Holy Quran, as the
ultimate source of divine guidance, accords profound importance to family-
based education and specifies parental responsibility—particularly that of
fathers—in several passages. Most notably, Surah At-Tahrim (66:6) presents
the explicit divine command: “O you who have believed, protect yourselves
and your families from a Fire” (Ya ayyuha alladhina amanii qii anfusakum
wa-ahlikum naran). This verse serves as a cornerstone for constructing a
comprehensive Islamic educational framework.

In the contemporary era, the institution of the family faces unprecedented
structural and ideological challenges. Cultural, media, and educational
institutions increasingly usurp the traditional socialization functions of
parents. Consequently, re-evaluating parental responsibility and examining
the family's centrality through Quranic hermeneutics has become an urgent
academic imperative. Previous scholarship—such as studies by Hashemi
(2011), Rostami-Nasab and Shabestari-Nezhad (2013), Agha-Mohammadi
(2019), and Shahroudi et al. (2014)—addressed general family functions or
value transmission in Islam. However, these works lacked an explicit,
dedicated structural analysis of Q. 66:6 as an integrative model for domestic
governance and educational authority.

This research fills that theoretical lacuna by addressing four fundamental questions:

1. Who is designated as the primary educational guardian (Mutawalli) in
the family according to Q. 66:6, and what are their defining attributes?

2. What conceptual mechanisms does this verse establish regarding
parental accountability?

3. How can parental roles be redefined by integrating exegetical insights
with modern developmental psychology?

4. How can Quranic teachings fortify family authority against modern
socio-technological disruptions?

2. Methodology

This investigation employs a qualitative, foundational research design
rooted in Quranic hermeneutics and interdisciplinary analysis. The Holy
Quran serves as the ultimate reference text, supplemented by authoritative
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classical and contemporary commentaries across Islamic schools of thought,
including A/-Mizan (Tabataba'i), Majma' al-Bayan (Tabarsi), Mafatih al-
Ghayb (Fakhr al-Din al-Razi), Al-Kashshaf (Zamakhshari), Ruh al-Ma'ani
(Alusi), Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (Ibn 'Ashur), and Tafsir Nemoneh (Makarem
Shirazi). Canonical Hadith compilations (Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim,
Al-Kafi, Wasa'il al-Shi'ah) were also analyzed to establish prophetic
traditions regarding domestic leadership.

The methodological workflow operates in three distinct phases: First, a
precise linguistic and semantic analysis of the textual components of Q. 66:6
is conducted (Qii, Anfusakum, Ahlikum, Naran). Second, exegetical opinions
are thematicized and categorized to evaluate scholars' positions regarding
family leadership. Third, an interdisciplinary comparative analysis aligns
Quranic principles with modern developmental theories—specifically
Bandura's Social Learning Theory, Bowlby's Attachment Theory, Kohlberg's
Stages of Moral Development, and Bem's Gender Schema Theory. Modern
psychological concepts serve strictly as comparative tools to illustrate the
contemporary viability of revelation, preventing human theories from being
imposed onto sacred text.

3. Findings:

Linguistic and Conceptual Dimensions of Q. 66:6:

The imperative verb Qi derives from the root w-g-y (Wigayah),
signifying proactive, preventative protection against harm rather than passive
reaction. The phrase Anfusakum precedes Ahlikum, establishing the absolute
priority of self-reformation (Zazkiyah) prior to attempting the guidance of
others. A parent cannot effectively educate without personal moral
discipline. Furthermore, Naran appears in the indefinite form (Nakirah) to
emphasize the magnitude and severity of spiritual ruin, encompassing both
infernal punishment and worldly moral degeneration. Exegetes agree that
“protecting the family” entails teaching religious duties, instilling moral
virtues, enforcing discipline, and maintaining active spiritual supervision.

The Primary Educational Guardian vs. Shared Supervision:

A critical debate among exegetes concerns whether educational
guardianship belongs exclusively to the father or is shared equally between
both parents. Exegetes such as Tabataba'i, Ibn 'Ashur, Razi, Zamakhshari,
and Sayyid Qutb hold that Q. 66:6 addresses the father as the primary
manager (Qayyim) and legal guardian possessing spiritual and administrative
authority. Conversely, scholars such as Lady Amin, Muhammad Izzat
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Darwaza, and Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah argue that “believers”
addresses all faithful individuals, advocating for a joint supervisory model.
The synthesis of these views demonstrates that while the father bears
ultimate administrative and legal responsibility (“Manager of Guidance”),
the mother acts as the “Nurturer of Character” and emotional anchor.
Effective upbringing requires an integrated synergy where the father's
rational governance merges with the mother's affective nurture.

Exegete / Scholar Edqc? tional Textual Rationale & Argumentation
osition
The address “O you who believe” applies to
Lady Amin Joint Parental all believers (male and female). Akl
(Banu Amin) Guardianship encompasses the household, and mothers
are the primary early educators.
Quranic commands address both genders.
Joint Parental Financial guardianship (Qawwamiyyah)
M. Izzat Darwaza Guardianship does not imply male absolute educational
supremacy over mothers.
Parental responsibilities are split
Sayyid M. H. Complementary cooperatively:  the  father = manages
Fadlallah Co-Supervision administrative strategy, while the mother
leads emotional bonding.
L Q. 66:6 addresses the individual holding
Allamah " Specialized legal and moral guardianship (Wilayah)
Tabataba'i & J. Paternal he h hold. P | hori
Mughniyyah Leadership over the ousehold. aternal authority
provides administrative order.
Speciali The head of the household is legally
pecialized . =)
, accountable  for  enforcing  Wigayah
Ibn 'Ashur Paternal - d : he famil
Leadership (protect_lo_n) an steer}ng the family away
from spiritual destruction.
The father possesses spiritual jurisdiction
Fakhr al-Din al- Paternal Authority over the family, making Enjoining Good
Razi with Obligation and Forbidding Evil inside the home a

binding duty.

Convergence with Modern Psychological Theories:

The Quranic framework aligns remarkably with established developmental
paradigms. Bowlby's Attachment Theory mirrors the Quranic requirement for
continuous, loving parental presence as a prerequisite for moral
internalization. Bandura's Social Learning Theory echoes the Anfusakum
imperative, confirming that children acquire moral habits primarily through
observational modeling of parental behavior rather than verbal instruction.
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Kohlberg's Moral Development stages correlate with the gradual, dialogical
instruction demonstrated in Quranic pedagogical models (such as Lugman's
advice to his son). Finally, Bem's Gender Schema Theory aligns with the
complementary role modeling provided by the father (embodying authority
and protection) and mother (embodying compassion and modesty).

Contemporary Educational Challenges and Quranic Solutions:

Today's family faces severe pressures, including digital media saturation
that erodes parental authority, dual-earner time constraints, gender role
blurring, and secularized education systems that marginalize faith. In
response, Q. 66:6 establishes a decisive strategy:

1. Reclaiming the parental identity as a Ra'i (shepherd/guardian
accountable to God);

2. Instituting regular family dialogue regarding faith and values (modeled
after Surah Lugman);

3. Creating an intentional home environment where prayer, modesty, and
ethical boundaries are daily norms; and

4. Applying proactive, preventative education (Wigayah) that equips
children with moral discernment rather than delayed reactive punishment.

4. Conclusion

This research establishes that Surah At-Tahrim (66:6) provides a
foundational, highly coherent model for Islamic family-centered education.
The verse elevates parenting from a mere socio-biological role to a
mandatory divine covenant (7aklif). The Quran designates the father as the
executive guardian of family education while positioning the mother as the
indispensable emotional and moral co-educator. Successful Islamic
upbringing cannot occur through unilateral authoritarianism or passive
neglect; it demands a harmonious partnership combining executive
governance with affective nurture.

In light of contemporary socio-cultural disruptions, Q. 66:6 offers a
powerful theoretical framework for policy makers, educational institutions,
and counselors. The study recommends:

1. Developing standardized Quranic parent-training curricula based on
the Wigayah framework;

2. Re-establishing family-centered media literacy initiatives that preserve
parental authority; and

3. Policy measures supporting work-family balance to allow parents
sufficient time for spiritual and emotional engagement with their children.
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Objective: This research aims to determine the degree of alignment
between the botanical content of upper secondary school biology
textbooks and plant-related concepts in the Holy Quran, with the
purpose of enhancing the understanding and learning of plant biology.
Method: The study is comparative in nature and was executed using a
descriptive-analytical method. The statistical population comprises the
biology textbooks for the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades in Iran's upper
secondary education system. The botanical chapters within these books
were selected as the statistical sample and were meticulously examined
and compared with corresponding Quranic verses.

Findings: The findings reveal a significant alignment between several
botanical topics in the textbooks and Quranic verses. Key aligned
subjects include the structure of the plant cell, plant pigments and
colors, tissue systems and overall plant structure, plant reproduction
(including the concept of pairing and pollination), seed germination
and growth, and the process of photosynthesis. These topics,
respectively covered in the 10th, 11th, and 12th-grade textbooks,
demonstrated clear correspondence with specific Quranic verses. For
instance, the plant cell’s chlorophyll content aligns with the term
“khaziran” (green matter) in Surah Al-An‘am, and sexual reproduction
in plants reflects the Quranic concept of “zawjiyyah” (pairing).
Conclusion: The study concludes that a number of scientific
concepts presented in biology textbooks are demonstrably compatible
with Quranic references. This alignment serves as a powerful tool for
reinforcing interdisciplinary education, enhancing the learning of
biological sciences, and elucidating the profound connection between
empirical science and Quranic teachings. Ultimately, this
correspondence reveals the scientific miracle (i'jaz) of the Quran,
guiding humanity toward a deeper understanding and recognition of
the Divine Creator

Cite this article: Zare, Z.; & Babaei, M. (2026). An Examination of the Alignment of
Botanical Topics in Biology Textbooks with the Concepts of Plants in the Quran. 7he
Quran and Science, 20 (38), 227-252. https://doi.org/10.22034/qve.2026.16151.1633

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.

© The Author(s).
By DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qve.2026.16151.1633

of Law and Political Science, Kharazmi


https://doi.org/10.22034/qve.2026.16151.1633
https://doi.org/10.22034/qve.2026.16151.1633
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5937-1258
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3707-6925
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5937-1258
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3707-6925
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5937-1258
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3707-6925
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The Quran and Science, 2026, 20 (38) 228

Introduction

The Holy Quran has been the central axis of all sciences since the dawn
of Islam, with all forms of education originating from and continuing
alongside it. As the eternal word of God, understanding its profound
meanings has been a constant endeavor for scholars, with one key debate
being the necessity of scientific expertise for a deeper comprehension of its
verses. A significant outcome of engaging the Quran with empirical sciences
is the method of “scientific interpretation of the Quran” (tafsir al-'ilmi),
which seeks to harmonize scientific discoveries with scriptural verses. This
method has undergone three historical phases, from early attempts by figures
like Avicenna to a modern resurgence in the 18th century driven by the
translation of Western scientific texts, leading Muslim scholars to further
explore the congruence between the Quran and empirical sciences.
In Iran's educational system, textbooks are the cornerstone of the
curriculum and a primary learning resource. Plant biology, often
considered a challenging subject for students, can become more
engaging through an interdisciplinary approach. By highlighting the
alignment between textbook concepts and Quranic verses, educators
can foster a deeper interest and motivation in both teachers and
students. This study is therefore conceived with the primary objective
of measuring the extent of alignment between the botanical content of
upper secondary biology textbooks and Quranic concepts. It seeks to
answer the main research question: To what extent is the botanical
content of these textbooks aligned with the Quran and its concepts?
The significance of this research is twofold: theoretically, it enriches
the literature on Quranic scientific interpretation; practically, it offers
actionable recommendations for curriculum developers and
educational researchers, particularly in the basic sciences. While
extensive research has been conducted on analyzing textbook content
through a Quranic lens, few studies have specifically targeted the
alignment of biological concepts, especially those related to plants,
with Quranic verses. This research uniquely focuses on this gap by
examining official school textbooks, thereby contributing findings that
can be directly applied to the development of educational materials.
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Method

This study is a comparative research project executed using a descriptive-
analytical method. The statistical population consists of all upper secondary
biology textbooks in the Iranian education system, specifically: Biology and
Laboratory 1 (10th grade), Biology and Laboratory 2 (11th grade), and
Biology and Laboratory 3 (12th grade). The botanical chapters within these
books were selected as the statistical sample for analysis. The research
proceeded in several stages: first, the botanical topics were extracted from
the relevant chapters of each textbook. These topics were then meticulously
studied and compared against Quranic verses, utilizing authoritative
resources that have investigated the miracle of plants in the Quran. The
corresponding verses, along with their meanings and relevant exegeses from
prominent commentators, were identified and analyzed. The findings were
then categorized and presented separately for each textbook and its
respective topics to detail the specific points of alignment.

Findings
The analysis revealed a substantive alignment between multiple botanical
topics across the three textbooks and various Quranic verses.

A. Alignment in the 10th-Grade Biology Textbook (Chapters 6 & 7):

1. Plant Cell Structure: The textbook’s discussion of the plant cell,
particularly the chloroplast and its pigment chlorophyll, aligns with Surah
Al-An'am (6:99). The verse mentions “khaziran” (green matter) from which
grains are produced, a concept that scientific exegesis identifies as
chlorophyll. The cell's organization into specialized photosynthetic tissues,
like leaf parenchyma containing up to 90% chloroplast volume, reflects the
“measured” and organized structure implied in the divine act of creation.

2. Plant Colors: The textbook categorizes plant pigments into plastid
pigments (chlorophylls, carotenoids) and vacuolar pigments (flavonoids),
detailing their roles in processes like attracting pollinators. This aligns with
verses using the terms “alwan” (colors). For example, Surah Az-Zumar
(39:21) mentions the earth bringing forth plants of “various colors,” which
then wither and turn yellow. This specific yellowing is scientifically
identified as the production of carotenoids like xanthophyll during
senescence. Another type of yellow, described as bringing joy to onlookers
in Surah Al-Bagarah (2:69), corresponds to the vibrant flavonoids and
carotenoids in fruits and flowers, whose psychological effect of inducing
happiness has been scientifically confirmed.
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3. Tissue Systems and Plant Structure: The textbook’s exploration of
organized tissue systems forming roots, stems, and leaves aligns with the
Quranic principle of creation being “in due measure” (Surah Al-Hijr, 15:19).
The specialized structure of the stem, which provides stability and transports
nutrients, is specifically alluded to in the simile in Surah Al-Fath (48:29),
where a plant is described as growing strong and standing firm on its “suq”
(stem). The coordinated functions of root absorption and vascular transport
discussed in the textbook are implicit in these verses describing a balanced,
functional biological system.

B. Alignment in the 11th-Grade Biology Textbook (Chapter 8):

1. Plant Reproduction and Pairing: The textbook’s detailed coverage of
sexual reproduction, pollination, and double fertilization is one of the
strongest areas of alignment. The Quran explicitly mentions the concept of
“zawjiyyah” (pairing) in plants, a universal law of creation stated in Surah
Ya-Sin (36:36), Surah Ash-Shu'ara (26:7), and Surah Adh-Dhariyat (51:49).
This predates the discovery by Carl Linnaeus in the 18th century that
sexuality is a near-universal law in the plant kingdom.

2. Pollination Mechanisms: The textbook's explanation of abiotic (wind)
and biotic (insect) pollination is directly reflected in Quranic verses. Surah
Al-Hijr (15:22) refers to winds as “lawaqih” (fertilizers), a metaphor for
wind-driven pollination. Furthermore, Surah An-Nahl (16:68), which speaks
of the divine inspiration to the honeybee, alludes to the critical role of insects
in the reproductive cycle of plants, a phenomenon integral to the formation
of fruits and seeds.

3. Seed, Fruit Formation, and Germination: The textbook's description
of the development from zygote to seed and fruit aligns with the intricate
descriptions in Surah Al-An'am (6:95, 99). The verse “the Cleaver of the
grain and the date-stone” (6:95) and the description of “close-growing grain”
(6:99) are remarkably precise. The “close-growing grain” is interpreted as a
reference to the densely packed endosperm surrounding the embryo, a
nutritional storage system that constitutes the bulk of the seed, a fact
unknown to 7th-century science. The process of germination is aligned with
Surah Al-Hajj (22:5), which describes the stages of a seed's awakening: the
earth “throbs” (ihtazzat), “swells” (rabat), and “puts forth” (anbatat) every
kind of beautiful growth. These verbs precisely capture the initial kinetic
absorption of water, the subsequent swelling of the seed, and the final
emergence of the radicle and plumule. The Quran further emphasizes in
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Surah Al-Wagqgi'ah (56:63-64) that the act of “cultivating” (tazra'un) is
ultimately a divine action, distinguishing between human agency in sowing
and divine agency in the miracle of growth.

C. Alignment in the 12th-Grade Biology Textbook (Chapter 6):

1. Photosynthesis: The textbook’s comprehensive chapter on
photosynthesis, including light and dark reactions and adaptations in harsh
conditions, is aligned with a fundamental cosmic cycle described in the
Quran. The alternation of night and day and its relation to plant activity is
poignantly captured in Surah At-Takwir (81:17-18), which swears “by the
night as it darkens, and by the dawn as it breathes.” The phrase “as it
breathes” (idha tanaffas) is a powerful metaphor for the onset of
photosynthesis and transpiration at dawn, when plants begin releasing the
life-giving oxygen that is a direct product of this photochemical process,
which is itself facilitated by the chlorophyll discussed earlier.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates a significant and demonstrable alignment
between the botanical topics in upper secondary biology textbooks and the
concepts presented in the Holy Quran. The comparative analysis confirms
that key scientific subjects—including the structural organization of plant
cells, the functional diversity of pigments, the intricate processes of sexual
reproduction and pollination, the detailed development from seed to fruit,
and the vital process of photosynthesis—all resonate with specific Quranic
verses. This alignment powerfully illustrates that the Quran contains timeless
references to natural phenomena that were only scientifically verified
centuries later, thereby substantiating one aspect of its scientific miracle
(ijaz). The integration of this interdisciplinary perspective into education
holds profound benefits. It can make the study of plant biology more
engaging and meaningful, thereby strengthening students' learning
motivation. More importantly, it serves as a pedagogical bridge connecting
empirical science and spiritual faith, leading the learner from scientific
observation to a deeper, more profound understanding and appreciation of
the Creator’s wisdom and power. The process of discovering these truths in a
scriptural text alongside a scientific textbook can foster a richer, more
holistic form of knowledge that nurtures both the intellect and the spirit.
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Objective: This study aims to examine and analyze the emotions in
Strat al-Ma’idah through the lens of Robert Plutchik’s psycho-
evolutionary theory of emotions, elucidating how various
emotional spectra are reflected in the Qur’anic text.

Method: A descriptive-analytical method was employed, applying
Plutchik’s wheel of eight basic emotions (fear, anger, joy,
anticipation, acceptance, sadness, surprise, disgust) to the verses of
Strat al-Ma’idah. Instances of emotions were extracted from the
verses, contextualized with classical and modern Qur’anic
exegeses, and analyzed in terms of their semantic function,
valence, and intensity.

Findings: The emotion of fear appears as khawf and khashyah,
exhibiting both negative (paralyzing dread of enemies) and positive
(God-consciousness) functions. Anger, expressed as ghadab and
sakhat, often denotes a stable, enduring divine wrath against willful
transgression rather than a fleeting reaction. Joy is embodied in the
concept of hubb (love) and mutual contentment (rida) with God,
sharply distinguished from vain, arrogant delight. Anticipation
emerges in the expectation of divine promises and in the disciples’
request for the heavenly table, blending hope with reverent awe.
Acceptance is prominently spiritual, as seen in Abel’s non-
retaliation and submission to divine law. Sadness is predominantly
framed by the negative imperative /@ yahzunka, redirecting grief
toward prophetic resilience. Surprise functions as a cognitive
trigger through miraculous narratives, while disgust is directed at
moral corruption and covenant-breaking.

Conclusion: Surat al-Ma’'idah, due to its thematic diversity,
demonstrates a high capacity for representing the full spectrum of
basic emotions. These emotions are not merely biological
responses but are reoriented within a faith-based framework of
guidance and moral cultivation. Plutchik’s theory provides a
suitable and illuminating framework for emotional analysis in
Qur’anic studies.
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Introduction

The intersection of Qur’anic exegesis and modern psychology opens new
horizons for understanding the emotional and moral dimensions of the
revealed text. Among contemporary psychological models, Robert Plutchik’s
psycho-evolutionary theory of emotions offers a comprehensive, structured
framework that identifies eight basic emotions—fear, anger, joy,
anticipation, acceptance, sadness, surprise, and disgust—arranged in a
wheel-like pattern with varying intensities and combinatorial possibilities.
While previous studies have applied this model to literary and religious
narratives, a systematic, surah-based analysis of the Qur’an, particularly one
that integrates both emotional valence and exegetical depth, remains scarce.
This research addresses that gap by conducting a meticulous emotional
stylistics of Siirat al-Ma’idah, a Medinan surah rich in legal, narrative, and
theological themes. The objective is to uncover how the eight basic emotions
manifest in the surah, how they function within its semantic texture, and
what distinctive orientation the Qur’an imparts to these universal human
feelings. By employing Plutchik’s wheel not as an imposed grid but as a
heuristic tool, the study bridges -classical tafsir scholarship with
contemporary affective science, demonstrating the surah’s capacity to both
reflect and refine human emotional experience.

Method

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and exploratory approach,
grounded in library-based data collection. The primary source is the Arabic
text of Siirat al-Ma’idah, analyzed verse by verse to identify lexico-semantic
markers of emotion (e.g., khawf, ghadab, hubb, huzn, rida, ta ‘ajjub). Each
potential emotional instance was then cross-referenced with authoritative
Sunni and Shi'T exegeses, including 7afsir al-Mizan (Tabataba’1), Majma
al-Bayan (Tabrist), al-Kashshaf (Zamakhshar), Tafsir al-Tahrir wa-I-Tanwir
(Ibn ‘Ashiir), and Tafsir Nir (Qara’it1), to ensure contextual fidelity.

The analytical procedure was predominantly bottom-up: verses were first
grouped by their evident affective content, and only then matched to Plutchik’s
eight basic emotions. Care was taken to distinguish between the primary
emotion and its possible combinations, and to note the intensity level (e.g.,
annoyance — anger — rage). The emotional valence (positive/negative) and
target (divine, prophetic, communal, or individual) were documented for each
occurrence. Where appropriate, findings were compared with insights from
cognitive-behavioral and positive psychology (Beck, Seligman, Hayes), as
well as with Islamic psychological perspectives on emotion and virtue. This
multi-layered method ensured a systematic, transparent, and exegetically
robust mapping of Plutchik’s model onto the surah.
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Findings

Analysis reveals that all eight basic emotions are substantially represented
in Surat al-Ma’idah, yet they undergo a distinctive transformation, being
consistently reoriented toward ethical and spiritual ends.

Fear is expressed through khawf and khashyah. In verses 23-24, the fear
of the mighty inhabitants of the Holy Land leads the Israelites to disobey
God’s command to enter it—a paralyzing, negative fear born of weak faith
and habituated humiliation. Conversely, khashyah of God appears as a
positive, regulatory fear that motivates piety and moral vigilance, as in the
cautious awe of those who “fear God” in matters of testimony and justice.
The surah thus demarcates between destructive worldly fear and constructive
reverential fear, a nuance absent from purely biological models.

Anger appears primarily as divine ghadab and sakhat, notably in verse 60
where God’s curse and wrath fall upon those who distorted scripture and
worshipped false deities, transforming them into apes and swine—a sustained,
narrative anger that serves as a severe warning. Human anger is addressed in
verse 8, which commands believers not to let hatred of a people incite them to
injustice, thereby constraining anger within the bounds of impartial equity.
Anger, in the Qur’anic context, is thus neither suppressed nor indiscriminately
vented but channeled toward justice and defense of truth.

Joy is not overtly named as farah in positive contexts but is intricately
woven into the concepts of hubb (love) and rida (mutual contentment). Verse
119 depicts the ultimate joy of the truthful: “God is pleased with them and
they are pleased with Him,” a reciprocal, enduring delight rooted in divine
approval. In stark contrast, the surah reproaches the fleeting, arrogant joy of
those who rejoice in corruption and war-mongering (verse 64). This
bifurcation aligns with positive psychology’s distinction between hedonic
pleasure and eudaimonic well-being, with the Qur’an privileging the latter.

Anticipation is richly exhibited. Verse 54 promises that if any among the
believers apostatize, God will soon bring a people whom He loves and who
love Him—a forward-looking assurance that generates hope, steadfastness,
and missionary vigor. The disciples’ request for a heavenly table (verses
112—114) blends anticipation of a divine sign with a cautious testing of faith,
eliciting both wonder and a stern reminder of consequences. Anticipation
here is not passive waiting but an active, exploratory orientation toward
God’s unfolding will.
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Acceptance emerges as a profound spiritual stance. In the story of Abel
and Cain (verses 27-28), Abel refuses to stretch out his hand to kill,
declaring his fear of God and accepting even death over transgression—a
paradigmatic act of non-violent submission. The surah also commands
wholehearted acceptance of God’s legislation (verses 44, 48), making
judicial surrender to revealed law a mark of true faith. This acceptance is not
fatalistic resignation but conscious, value-driven commitment, resonating
with Acceptance and Commitment Therapy’s emphasis on embracing reality
while acting on core values.

Sadness is concentrated in the prophetic address of verse 41: “O
Messenger, let them not grieve you who hasten into disbelief.” The negative
imperative /a yahzunka does not deny the natural feeling of sorrow but
redirects it; the Prophet’s grief over people’s rejection is acknowledged, yet
he is instructed not to let it impede his mission. The emotion is thus
validated and simultaneously subordinated to the higher priority of
delivering the message, illustrating a divine strategy of emotional regulation
that prevents despair and burnout.

Surprise is evoked through the recounting of Jesus’s miraculous birth,
speech in the cradle, and healing of the blind and leper by God’s leave (verse
110). The disciples’ amazed query, “Can your Lord send down to us a table
from heaven?” (verse 112), reflects a cognitive shock that becomes an
occasion for reinforcing faith or exposing its weakness. Surprise here
functions as a theologically charged epistemic emotion, propelling reflection
on divine omnipotence.

Disgust is directed not at physical uncleanness but at moral and spiritual
corruption. Verse 60’s vivid imagery of metamorphosis into apes and swine
expresses God’s intense loathing for those who broke the Sabbath and
rejected His signs. Verse 63 rebukes rabbis and scholars who failed to forbid
sinful speech and devouring unlawful wealth, marking their silence as a
repugnant betrayal. This moral disgust serves as a strong deterrent,
reinforcing communal boundaries against ethical decay.

Conclusion

The systematic analysis of Siirat al-Ma’idah through Plutchik’s emotional
wheel reveals a text deeply engaged with the full spectrum of human
emotion, yet one that consistently elevates and reorients these emotions
within a monotheistic, ethical paradigm. Fear is transformed into reverential
awe, anger is disciplined into justice, joy is anchored in divine contentment,
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anticipation is charged with hope and responsibility, acceptance becomes an
act of profound submission, sadness is neutralized for the sake of mission,
surprise becomes a catalyst for faith, and disgust is spiritualized to protect
moral integrity. Plutchik’s model, originally rooted in evolutionary biology,
proves to be a remarkably effective diagnostic tool that, when combined with
classical exegesis and Islamic psychology, illuminates the surah’s
sophisticated emotional architecture. This study affirms that the Qur’an,
particularly Siirat al-Ma’idah, does not merely convey legal and doctrinal
content but actively engages and regulates the emotional life of its audience,
fostering a distinct form of “revelatory emotional rationality.” The findings
encourage further interdisciplinary investigations of other surahs, offering a
replicable methodology for integrating affective science with the sacred text
and deepening our understanding of the Qur’an’s holistic guidance.
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Objective: Information processing in the human sensory system is
essential; however, evaluating all incoming information within
limited cognitive capacity is impossible. Consequently, individuals
selectively process information of highest relevance to their
immediate goals. This study aimed to formulate a Quran-based
conceptual model of the cognitive component of the “attention”
dimension with an emphasis on William Glasser's Choice Theory.
Method: The research employed a qualitative content analysis
approach utilizing conventional and narrative content analysis
techniques. Semantic analysis units were established across Quranic
verses to extract passages pertaining to the cognitive dimension of
attention, which were systematically evaluated against Glasser's Choice
Theory and Toshihiko Izutsu's semantic methodology.

Findings: The study reveals that in the Quran, sustained attention
corresponds with terms such as Wajh (directing the entire self
toward God and upright religion), Dhikr (continuous remembrance
encompassing obedience, heart's tranquility, prayer,
contemplation, adopting righteous role models, and rejecting
satanic footsteps), and Tabattul (exclusive devotion causing
complete detachment from non-divine attachments). Selective
attention is reflected in terms like Li-tasgha and Tasadda, which
govern the cognitive recognition and voluntary choice of salvation
or misery. Alternating attention was evaluated through Ya'dilin,
signifying cognitive recognition of truth followed by deliberate
deviation. Finally, divided attention is depicted using the
connective Waw (waw al-'atf) to signify the continuous execution
of multiple divine mandates.

Conclusion: By elucidating diverse dimensions of attention, the Holy
Quran presents a comprehensive framework for guiding cognitive
processes and regulating human behavior. This Quranic model aligns
seamlessly with Glasser's Choice Theory, providing an ontological
foundation for enhancing human self-regulation and intentional choice.
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1. Introduction

Higher cortical functions represent one of the most defining features of
human cognition. For any environmental or internal stimulus to enter the
processing sequence of perception, an individual must first direct attention
toward it. Attention is a multifaceted cognitive function that operates to
achieve and sustain alertness, orient toward and select sensory events, and
regulate thoughts and responses in a goal-directed manner. Defined
classically by William James and refined in modern cognitive neuroscience,
attention involves the mind taking vivid and clear possession of one out of
several simultaneously possible objects or trains of thought.

In human learning, attention acts as the indispensable gateway. Failure to
attend to incoming auditory or visual information precludes comprehension,
retention, and subsequent memory retrieval. Recognizing this fundamental
cognitive law, the Holy Quran frequently employs narrative storytelling,
vivid parables, and exhortations to arouse attentional focus, remind human
beings of divine unity, and foster deep cognitive processing. As stated in
Surah Qaf (50:37): “Indeed in that is a reminder for whoever has a heart or
who listens while he is present [in mind].”

In clinical and cognitive psychology, Reality Therapy—developed by
William Glasser—is rooted in Choice Theory. Choice Theory posits that
human beings are self-determining agents who consciously choose all their
behaviors, including internal emotional states such as anger, anxiety, and
attentional focus. According to Glasser, total behavior comprises four
inextricably linked components: acting (doing), thinking, feeling, and
physiology. All voluntary behaviors originate internally as attempts to satisfy
five basic psychological needs: survival, love and belonging, power,
freedom, and fun. Glasser emphasizes that cognition and attention are
pivotal internal filters; individuals process and focus on environmental
information that serves their ideal mental image (“Quality World”) and
satisfies their core needs.

Because human cognitive architecture possesses strict bottleneck
constraints—such as limited working memory capacity, selective perceptual
filters, and finite central processing speed—the brain cannot evaluate every
environmental stimulus. Thus, selective cognitive attention, sustained focus,
alternating mental sets, and divided processing capacity are critical
mechanisms for survival and spiritual development. Investigating the
cognitive component of attention from a Quranic perspective enriched by
Glasser's Choice Theory fills a major research gap at the intersection of
Islamic studies, cognitive science, and psychotherapy.
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2. Methodology

This study implemented a descriptive-analytical qualitative research
design utilizing conventional and narrative content analysis. The research
corpus comprised Quranic verses containing attentional key terms, classical
and contemporary Quranic exegeses (e.g., AI-Mizan, Tafsir-e Nemiineh, Al-
Kashshaf, Al-Tibyan, Al-Burhan), and authoritative literature on cognitive
psychology and Glasser's Choice Theory.

To analyze the religious concepts and semantic structures, the study
integrated Toshihiko Izutsu's semantic field methodology. Izutsu's linguistic
approach examines Quranic vocabulary through four core analytical pillars:

1. Key Terms (semantic anchors within the text).

2. Syntagmatic Relations (linear combinations and co-occurrences of
words within verse contexts).

3. Paradigmatic Relations (substitutional sets where words share
semantic domain boundaries or contrasts).

4. Contextual Meaning & Semantic Fields (the overarching conceptual
grid formed by intersecting key terms, such as Faith/Disbelief,
Guidance/Misguidance, and Remembrance/Heedlessness).

Verses were categorized into semantic units corresponding to four major
cognitive dimensions of attention recognized in cognitive psychology: Sustained
Attention, Selective Attention, Alternating Attention, and Divided Attention.

3. Findings

3.1. Sustained Attention (Attention Continuum)

Sustained attention refers to the cognitive capacity to maintain continuous
focus on a specific activity or stimulus over an extended period despite
competing distractions. In the Quran, sustained attention is embodied in
three primary semantic anchors: Wajh, Dhikr, and Tabattul.

- The Term 'Wajh' (Facial Orientation / Direction of Total Being):
Etymologically denoting the face or front aspect of an entity, Wajh in
Quranic terminology signifies the complete orientation of one's entire
cognitive, emotional, and spiritual self toward Allah (e.g., Surah Al-Bagarah
2:115, Al-Qasas 28:88, Lugman 31:22, Al-An'am 6:79). In the context of
sustained attention to God, the cognitive components derived include: (a)
Acquiring primary cognitive awareness of Divine Presence; (b) Seeking the
path of ultimate spiritual growth; (¢) Performing selfless divine commands
without worldly expectations (e.g., Surah Al-Insan 76:9: "We feed you only
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for the face of Allah; we wish not from you reward or gratitude”).
Furthermore, sustained attention to religion (Din al-Qayyim) via Wajh (Surah
Ar-Rum 30:30, 30:43) reflects the activation of primordial fitrah (innate
human nature), grounding human choice in stable cognitive belief.

- The Term 'Dhikr' (Continuous Remembrance): Dhikr and its
derivatives occur 292 times in the Quran. Syntagmatically paired with Salat
(prayer), Tagwa (god-wariness), and Kitab (scripture), Dhikr represents the
core motor of cognitive sustained attention. The cognitive components of
Dhikr encompass:

1. Voluntary obedience and cognitive submission to Truth (Surah Al-
Hadid 57:16, Az-Zumar 39:22).

2. Deep emotional and cognitive tranquility derived from connecting with
the ultimate source of security (Surah Ar-Ra'd 13:28: “Ungquestionably, by
the remembrance of Allah hearts find rest”).

3. Regular recitation and intellectual contemplation of scripture (Surah
Az-Zumar 39:23, Al-Ankabut 29:45).

4. Selecting optimal life role models (Surah Al-Ahzab 33:21).

5. Active cognitive resistance and aversion toward satanic temptations,
intoxication, and gambling (Surah Al-Ma'idah 5:91, Al-Mujadila 58:19).

- The Term 'Tabattul' (Exclusive Devotion and Detachment): Derived
from Surah Al-Muzzammil (73:8: “And remember the name of your Lord
and devote yourself to Him with complete devotion”), Tabattul denotes
voluntary cognitive detachment (ingita’) from worldly ephemeral desires to
achieve hyper-focused spiritual contemplation and sincerity.

3.2. Selective Attention (Cognitive Filtering & Choice)

Selective attention is the executive ability to focus intently on specific
target stimuli while actively inhibiting or ignoring extraneous environmental
noise. Glasser's Choice Theory asserts that human selective attention is
driven by internal need-satisfaction. In the Quran, selective attention is
illustrated through terms such as Li-tasghd and Tasadda.

- 'Li-tasgha' (Surah Al-An'am 6:113): Derived from saghw (inclining
or listening attentively with approval). The verse highlights how individuals
who disbelieve in the Hereafter voluntarily choose to incline their hearts and
ears toward deceptive, embellished discourse. This illustrates an intentional
selective filtering process where bad cognitive choices stem from alignment
with destructive desires, leading ultimately to spiritual misery.
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- 'Tasadda’ (Surah 'Abasa 80:6): Denotes actively turning toward,
confronting, or paying special attention to an individual or group. The
Quranic admonition addresses the selective allocation of attentional
resources, emphasizing that cognitive focus should prioritize sincere seekers
of guidance over arrogant, indifferent leaders.

3.3. Alternating Attention (Mental Flexibility vs. Cognitive Deviation)

Alternating attention involves mental flexibility—the capacity to shift the
focal point of attention fluidly back and forth between tasks or cognitive sets
with distinct requirements.

In the Quran, alternating attention is analyzed through the verb Ya'diliun
(root a-d-I, meaning to turn away, deviate, or equate; e.g., Surah Al-An'am
6:1, 6:150, An-Naml 27:60, An-Nisa 4:135). The cognitive component of
Ya'dilun represents individuals who recognize the clear signs of Divine Truth
yet voluntarily shift their cognitive focus away from monotheism to embrace
polytheistic idols or personal whims. Glasser notes that such irrational
cognitive shifts occur when individuals prioritize immediate, impulsive
emotional payoffs over long-term rational evaluation.

3.4. Divided Attention (Multitasking & Cognitive Limitations)

Divided attention involves processing multiple streams of information or
performing concurrent tasks simultaneously.

- Synthesis of Virtues via Connective 'Waw' (waw al-'atf): In Surah
Al-Baqarah (2:177 - Ayat al-Birr), the Quran combines multiple cognitive,
financial, ritual, and moral duties (faith in Allah, giving wealth to
kin/orphans/needy, establishing prayer, paying zakat, fulfilling covenants,
and showing patience during adversity) connected by waw. This syntactic
structure reflects structured divided attention, wherein a Dbeliever
continuously holds multiple divine obligations in active cognitive awareness
during daily life.

- Cognitive Processing Constraint (Surah Al-Ahzab 33:4): "Allah
has not made for any man two hearts inside his cavity.” The Quran
highlights the fundamental human Ilimitation in parallel cognitive
processing: an individual cannot simultaneously devote total focal
attention to two diametrically opposed core orientations (e.g., complete
monotheistic devotion versus polytheistic hypocrisy). This principle
mirrors modern cognitive capacity limits and Glasser's insistence on
single-minded internal evaluation.
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4. Conclusion

The Quranic conceptual model of attention presents a sophisticated,
holistic paradigm that categorizes human attentional processes into
sustained, selective, alternating, and divided cognitive dimensions. By
grounding attention in human agency, intentionality, and moral
accountability, the Quranic model enriches William Glasser's Choice Theory.

Where Choice Theory identifies internal psychological needs (survival,
love, power, freedom, fun) as the primary drivers of attention and behavior,
the Quran elevates these needs into a higher teleological framework:
directing human cognition toward transcendental truth, self-regulation
(tagwa), and spiritual peace (itmi'nan). This synthesis provides a robust
conceptual foundation for Islamic cognitive-behavioral counseling,
educational psychology, and clinical interventions aimed at enhancing self-
awareness, cognitive focus, and purposeful decision-making..
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its educational implications for modern society. )
Method: Utilizing a qualitative text-based approach grounded in
structural and cognitive semantics (based on Toshihiko Izutsu’s
framework), Quranic usages of the root kh-sh-y (48 occurrences)
and related Hadith traditions were analyzed via lexical
examination, syntagmatic co-occurrence, semantic opposition, and
near-synonym comparison. ) ) )
Findings: Findings indicate that Khashyah, unlike reactive fear, is
a stable, epistemic, and voluntary disposition originating from the
perception of God's grandeur. It constructs a coherent semantic
network with knowledge ('ilm), remembrance dhikrz, God-
consciousness (tati]wa), humility (khudu'), and hope (raja’). Its polar
opposites include heedlessness gghaﬂah), hardness of heart
(gasawah), audacity in sin, and fear of humans. In Ahl al-Bayt
teachings, Khashyah bridges knowledge and action, providing a
mechanism for self-monitoring, soul purification, social
responsibility, and justice. Comparative analysis demonstrates
parallels with Christian filial fear and Jewish holy awe (yir_'a_h?,
though the Quranic formulation links Khashyah more explicitly to
knowledge, righteous deeds, and civic accountability.

Conclusion: Ultimately, Khashyah is an active moral consciousness.
Its authentic representation in education fosters internal self-discipline,
academic integrity, and social justice by emphasizing knowledge, love,
veneration, and hope over fear-mongering
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1. Introduction

Vocabulary within the Holy Quran does not merely convey literal
dictionary definitions; rather, words carry specific epistemological, ethical,
and sociological dimensions within a unified divine framework. Among
these core terms, “Khashyah” occupies a central position. In colloquial
translations and surface readings, Khashyah is frequently conflated with
generic “fear” (Khawf). However, rigorous semantic inquiry reveals that
Khashyah represents a far deeper, more complex epistemic state.
Lexicographers such as Raghib al-Isfahani define Khashyah as “a fear
combined with veneration (ta'dhim) rooted in knowledge ('i/m)” regarding
the object of fear. Similarly, Hassan Mustafavi characterizes it as a solemn
awe generated by perceiving supreme grandeur and majesty, rather than an
instinctual dread of physical harm.

From a textual perspective, the high frequency of the root “kh-sh-y” and
its derivatives across 48 Quranic occurrences underscores its pivotal
standing within Islamic moral theology. Most notably, Surah Fatir (35:28)
explicitly restricts true Khashyah to those possessed of knowledge: “Only
those of His servants who possess knowledge fear Allah [Yakhsha Allah]”.
This establishes an intrinsic link between authentic knowledge and
reverential awe. Furthermore, in the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (Peace Be
Upon Them), Khashyah is emphasized as the vital bridge connecting
intellectual knowledge to practical ethical conduct, serving as the inner
foundation for moral self-regulation.

The necessity of investigating Khashyah scientifically operates at two
primary levels:

1. Epistemological Level: Precise semantic mapping clarifies the roles of
knowledge, God-consciousness (fagwa), and moral agency in Quranic ethics.

2. Educational & Sociological Level: Contemporary societies face
widespread moral superficiality, externalized rule-enforcement, and
existential anxiety. Re-examining Khashyah provides a robust framework for
constructing internal self-monitoring mechanisms in moral education.

While prior research has separately addressed differences between Khawf
and Khashyah (Rezaei, 2018; Ismail, 2007) or explored Khashyah within
specific texts like Nahj al-Balaghah (Shojaei, 2021), a comprehensive study
integrating structural and cognitive semantics with Ahl al-Bayt traditions and
contemporary educational applications has remained lacking. This study
addresses this gap through three primary innovations:
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- Synthesizing structural semantics (Izutsu's field methodology) and
cognitive semantics with Islamic educational philosophy.

- Systematically integrating Ahl al-Bayt narrations as authoritative
Quranic exegesis.

- Extracting actionable moral-educational models for modern pedagogy.

The central research questions driving this investigation are: How does
Khashyah semantically differ from near-synonyms such as Khawf, Wajal,
and Rahbah? What syntagmatic co-occurrences and paradigmatic
oppositions constitute its semantic field? How do the Ahl al-Bayt interpret
Khashyah and define its educational functions? And how can Khashyah
serve as a foundational mechanism for revitalizing Islamic moral education
in contemporary society?

2. Method

This study employs a qualitative, text-based analytical methodology
grounded in a three-fold interdisciplinary theoretical framework:

A) Structural Semantics (Toshihiko Izutsu's Model)

Rooted in Ferdinand de Saussure's linguistics and developed for Quranic
studies by Toshihiko Izutsu (2002), structural semantics posits that a word's
divine meaning cannot be understood in isolation. Instead, meaning emerges
through its relational position within a holistic “semantic field.” The term
“"Khashyah” 1is systematically mapped alongside syntagmatic partners
(words that regularly co-occur in text, such as 'ilm, dhikr, tagwa, raja’) and
paradigmatic opposites (words that contrast in meaning, such as ghaflah,
gasawah, and audacity in sin).

B) Cognitive Semantics

Cognitive semantics views linguistic meaning as an embodiment of
human cognitive processing and conceptual organization (Evans & Green,
2006; Lakoff, 1987). Under this framework, Khashyah is analyzed not as a
raw, involuntary physiological reflex, but as a conceptualization arising from
the mind and heart's engagement with the concept of Divine Infinity and
Majesty. It reflects an epistemic perception of proximity to God rather than
mere external threat avoidance.
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C) Islamic Moral-Educational Philosophy

In Islamic educational philosophy (Motahhari, 2008), education is
defined not as passive information transmission, but as the active nurturing
and purification of the human soul (7azkiyah) toward spiritual perfection.
Ethical vocabulary serves as practical instruments for spiritual development.
From this perspective, Khashyah represents a dynamic moral mechanism
that generates internal self-discipline, humility, sin-avoidance, and social
responsibility.

Procedural Steps:

1. Textual Inventory: Comprehensive extraction of all 48 Quranic verses
containing the root “kh-sh-y”, alongside key Hadith collections (Nahj al-
Balaghah, Al-Kafi, As-Sahifah as-Sajjadiyyah, Al-Amali) and major tafsir
works (4l-Mizan, Tasnim, Al-Tafsir al-Kabir, Majma' al-Bayan).

2. Lexical & Semantic Mapping: Detailed linguistic analysis using
primary classical lexicons (4l-Mufradat, Lisan al-'Arab, Al-Tahqiq) to trace
etymological roots, morphological forms, and syntagmatic environments.

3. Near-Synonym & Paradigm Analysis: Rigorous comparative
differentiation against Khawf, Wajal, Rahbah, and Faza'.

4. Cross-Religious & Philosophical Synthesis: Comparative examination against
Christian filial fear, Jewish yir‘ah, and Kantian respect for moral law (Achtung).

5. Educational Derivation: Formulation of an applied moral-educational
model targeting contemporary self-regulation, academic ethics, and civic
responsibility.

3. Findings
The systematic analysis yielded comprehensive findings organized across
six core analytical dimensions:

3.1 Lexical & Etymological Precision of Khashyah

In Arabic linguistics, Khashyah belongs to a category of terms that
combine emotional affect with epistemic awareness. Classical lexicographer
Raghib al-Isfahani notes that Khashyah is a specific subset of fear elevated
by veneration (ta'dhim) and rooted in authentic knowledge ('ilm) of the
revered entity. Mustafavi emphasizes that Khashyah never stems from fear
of personal injury or arbitrary harm, but solely from perceiving the
overwhelming majesty, perfection, and holiness of the Divine.
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3.2 Quranic Frequency & Contextual Distribution

The root “kh-sh-y” appears 48 times in the Quran. Notably, in 23 explicit
instances, God is the sole direct object. The term manifests as imperfect
verbs (yakhsha, yakhshawn), imperatives (ikhshawn, la takhshawhum), and
verbal nouns. The Quran explicitly commands believers to direct Khashyah
exclusively toward God and strictly refrain from directing it toward humans
(Surah al-Ma'idah 5:44: "Do not fear people, but fear Me”). This syntactic
constraint transforms Khashyah from a psychological trait into a spiritual
and socio-political duty that frees humans from societal intimidation.

3.3 Epistemic Union: Khashyah and Knowledge ("Ilm)

The seminal Quranic declaration in Surah Fatir (35:28)— "Only those of
His servants who possess knowledge fear Allah ”—establishes that Khashyah
is the definitive benchmark of true spiritual knowledge. Commentators like
Tabataba'i (4/-Mizan) clarify that this fear does not originate from terror of
punishment, but from an intuitive perception of Divine Reality. Genuine
intellectual enlightenment inevitably culminates in Khashyah; knowledge
devoid of Khashyah is merely superficial information accumulation.

3.4 Near-Synonym Differentiation Matrix

To establish clear semantic boundaries, Khashyah was systematically
compared against synonymous Quranic terms:

- Khawf: A general, broad fear of harm or negative consequences,
applicable to both physical dangers and spiritual repercussions. It can be
instinctual, non-cognitive, and present in both animals and humans.

- Wajal: An involuntary physical or emotional heart tremor triggered by a
sudden encounter with Divine power or reminder (Surah al-Anfal 8:2). It
represents an initial physiological/emotional response, whereas Khashyah is
an enduring cognitive disposition.

- Rahbah: Reverential dread accompanied by cautious avoidance and
quietude, often leading to monastic withdrawal or disciplined restraint.

- Faza'": Sudden, overwhelming panic or terror caused by catastrophic
events (e.g., the Day of Judgment), characterized by disorientation.

- Khashyah (Synthesis): Uniquely integrates Knowledge +
Veneration + Intentional Moral Agency. It is exclusively rational,
continuous, and voluntary.
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3.5 Syntagmatic Network and Paradigmatic Oppositions

- Syntagmatic Partners: Khashyah regularly co-occurs with Knowledge
('ilm), Remembrance (dhikr: “He who fears will remember”, 87:10), God-
Consciousness (faqgwa), Humility (khudu'), Sympathetic Reverence (ishfag:
23:57), and Hope (raja’). In Islamic theology, Khashyah and Hope constitute
the two balanced wings of spiritual ascension.

- Paradigmatic Opposites: Khashyah stands in direct opposition to
Heedlessness (ghaflah), Hardness of Heart (gasawah), Audacity in Sin (jurat
‘ala al-ma'siyah), and Fear of Human Opinion (khawf min al-nas).

3.6 Teachings & Traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUT)

In Hadith literature, the Ahl al-Bayt expand Khashyah from an individual
feeling into a comprehensive ethical engine:

- Imam Ali (PBUH) in Nahj al-Balaghah (Sermon 114): Exhorts believers
to make Khashyah an abiding presence before their eyes, describing it as a
rational, continuous state of self-monitoring that cleanses hypocrisy and governs
speech (“He who fears Allah keeps his tongue silent”).

- Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) in Al-Kafi: Formulates the foundational
principle: “There is no knowledge without action, and no action without
Khashyah.” He asserts that Khashyah is the essential catalyst converting
abstract theoretical knowledge into practical virtue. Explicated Surah al-
Mulk (67:2) by stating that excellence of action (ahsanu ‘amala) is measured
not by sheer volume, but by the degree of Khashyah permeating the deed.

- Imam al-Sajjad (PBUH) in As-Sahifah as-Sajjadiyyah (Supplication
20): Prays to make Divine Khashyah his constant mental orientation in all states,
presenting it as an empowering spiritual asset rather than a crippling constraint.

3.7 Cross-Religious & Philosophical Comparative Analysis

- Christianity: Parallel found in Thomas Aquinas's distinction in Summa
Theologiae between “servile fear” (fear of punishment) and “filial fear” (fear
of offending a beloved parent). Filial fear aligns closely with Khashyah,
though Quranic Khashyah places greater emphasis on epistemic cognition
and societal responsibility.

- Judaism: Jewish concept of “Yir'at HaShem ” (holy awe/fear of God) as
detailed by scholars like Abraham Joshua Heschel. Yir'ah serves as the
beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10) and an existential awe. While Yir'ah
heavily emphasizes liturgical and ritual observance, Quranic Khashyah
strongly ties spiritual awe to moral action and social justice.
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- Kantian Moral Philosophy: Immanuel Kant's concept of “Achtung”
(reverence/respect for the moral law). Both Kantian respect and Quranic
Khashyah describe a non-pathological, rational feeling generated by
recognizing a supreme, transcendent imperative. However, while Kant
anchors respect solely in pure autonomous reason, the Quran grounds
Khashyah in the living relationship between human consciousness and a
transcendent Creator.

4. Educational & Sociological Implications

Translating the semantic findings into contemporary practice
demonstrates that Khashyah offers a transformative paradigm for modern
educational and social systems:

1. Internal Self-Regulation vs. External Surveillance: Modern
educational and civic institutions rely heavily on external policing—
surveillance cameras, punitive grading, and legal sanctions. However,
external monitoring fails when supervision is absent. Khashyah establishes
an internal moral monitor (Nazarah Dakhiliyyah). An individual imbued
with Khashyah refrains from unethical conduct, academic dishonesty,
corruption, or digital misconduct not out of fear of getting caught, but out of
profound veneration for Divine Omnipresence.

2. Academic Integrity & Ethics in Science: In higher education and
scientific research, knowledge uncoupled from ethics leads to environmental
destruction, predatory technology, and academic fraud. Re-implementing the
Quranic paradigm of Surah Fatir (35:28) restores moral purpose to scientific
inquiry, framing knowledge as a sacred trust that must produce Khashyah,
intellectual humility, and service to humanity.

3. Educational Reform for Youth: Traditional religious instruction often
relied on fear-inducing depictions of divine punishment, generating religious
anxiety or secular rebellion among youth. Correcting this representation by
presenting Khashyah as an uplifting, dignity-affirming awareness of Divine
Grandeur, combined with love (mahabbah) and hope (raja’), fosters resilient
moral identity and emotional stability.

4. Public Accountability & Anti-Corruption: In social and political
spheres, Khashyah functions as a formidable shield against tyranny,
corruption, and favoritism. Administrators and leaders who possess
Khashyah prioritize public justice over personal gain and remain impervious
to unethical pressures, embodying the Quranic principle of fearing only God
(Surah al-Ahzab 33:39).
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5. Conclusion

This research demonstrates that “Khashyah” in the Holy Quran and Ahl
al-Bayt traditions is significantly distinct from passive, instinctual fear
(Khawf). It is an epistemic, voluntary, and enduring moral consciousness
generated by recognizing Divine Majesty and Proximity. Through structural
semantic analysis, Khashyah is shown to form a vital network with
knowledge, remembrance, God-consciousness, humility, and hope, serving
as the definitive catalyst that translates theoretical knowledge into ethical
behavior.

Key Conclusions:

1. Epistemic Nature: Khashyah is strictly knowledge-based; true
scientific and spiritual illumination leads directly to reverential awe.

2. Ahl al-Bayt Integration: The Prophet's Household defines Khashyah as
the essential engine of soul purification, self-monitoring, and ethical
excellence.

3. Educational Utility: Re-conceptualizing Khashyah provides modern
pedagogy with an effective mechanism for internal self-regulation, academic
integrity, and civic responsibility, transcending reliance on external coercion.

Recommendations for Future Research & Practice:

- Curriculum Integration: Redesign religious and ethics curricula in
schools and universities to emphasize epistemic Khashyah, love, and hope
over punitive fear.

- Empirical & Field Studies: Conduct psychological and empirical
studies measuring the impact of internal Khashyah concepts on academic
honesty and reduced cyber-bullying among adolescents.

- Media Representation: Produce educational media, narrative literature, and
digital content illustrating moral decision-making driven by internal Khashyah.

Inter-faith Dialogue: Expand comparative research between Islamic
Khashyah, Judeo-Christian concepts of holy awe, and eastern philosophical
ethics to enrich global moral discourse.
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1. Introduction

In the contemporary geopolitical landscape, economic blockades and
sanctions have emerged as primary instruments employed by oppressive
global powers to exert coercive leverage, compel policy compliance, and
secure strategic dominance over rival nations. By restricting access to
foreign technology, international financial clearing systems, and global trade
corridors, hostile actors seek to induce economic instability, institutional
inefficiency, and systemic dependency within target societies. Such
economic coercion frequently triggers severe socio-political crises,
compromises national sovereignty, and poses direct threats to national
security. Confronting this existential challenge requires a robust strategic
orientation capable of safeguarding domestic economic structures while
preventing potential coercive threats. Economic deterrence serves as one
such vital strategy, defined as a coordinated matrix of economic capabilities
and posture designed to convince an adversary that the risks and costs of
coercive policies will drastically exceed any anticipated benefits. Given the
comprehensive guidance of the Holy Quran, sacred scripture offers profound
strategic doctrines capable of formulating effective economic deterrence
measures against coercive blockades.

The primary research question addressed in this study is: What strategic
principles can be extracted from Quranic verses regarding economic
deterrence, and how do these principles effectively prevent or counter
economic blockades? The underlying hypothesis posits that Quranic
principles of economic deterrence constitute an effective strategic framework
capable of deterring economic blockades through three classical deterrence
mechanisms: threat of severe punishment, total neutralization (denial) of
destructive effects, or substantial damage mitigation.

A review of existing literature reveals a distinct gap regarding a direct,
Quranic thematic analysis of economic deterrence against blockades. While
foundational works—such as Jafar Abbas Haji's Jurisprudential Philosophy of
Deterrent and Resistance Economy (2014), Dong Jung Kim's Economic
Deterrence Through Economic Engagement (2019), Rahmanpour (2018),
Akhawan Kazemi (2019), and Biravand (2021)—explore resistance economics,
security requirements, or general Quranic economic policies, none
systematically formulate a Quranic doctrine of economic deterrence tailored
specifically to counter economic blockades. The novelty of this research lies in
its direct extraction of an integrated, multi-tier Quranic economic deterrence
model using thematic Quranic exegesis (Tafsir Mawdu'i).
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Conceptually, deterrence is defined in security studies as persuading an
adversary that the costs and risks of an intended line of action outweigh its
prospective gains. The Holy Quran explicitly endorses deterrence in Surah
An-Anfal (8:60) by commanding the enhancement of societal capabilities
(“Prepare against them whatever force you can...”). Applying this logic to
the economic sphere yields economic deterrence: state actions and economic
capabilities that convince an adversary that coercive economic pressure will
fail or incur prohibitive counter-costs (Surah Al-Fath 48:20: “Allah promised
you abundant spoils... and withheld the hands of people from you”).
Economic deterrence operates through three primary strategies: (1)
Punishment (imposing severe counter-sanctions or trade disruptions that
exceed attacker gains); (2) Denial (building economic resilience that
completely neutralizes the impact of sanctions); and (3) Mitigation
(substantially dampening the negative impacts of coercive measures).

Furthermore, an economic blockade is defined as a socio-political and
military-economic policy wherein hostile states enforce economic barriers
against a target state to compel policy changes. It represents an aggressive
measure one step below armed warfare. The Holy Quran explicitly
references economic blockades, such as in Surah Al-Munafiqun (63:7),
where hypocrites advocate withholding financial support from the Prophet's
companions to fracture societal cohesion (“Do not spend on those who are
with the Messenger of Allah until they disperse”). The Quran counters this
coercive tactic by asserting divine sovereignty over all worldly resources
(“To Allah belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth, but the
hypocrites do not understand”).

The framework of economic deterrence comprises four core elements: (1)
Actors (Attacking Actor vs. Target Actor); (2) Actions (deterrent measures
based on punishment, denial, or mitigation); (3) Tools (economic and
industrial assets that shape adversary psychological calculations); and (4)
Objectives (guaranteeing economic security and preventing coercive
aggression).

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology combined with
an inferential thematic Quranic exegesis (Tafsir Mawdu'i). Grounded in
library research and textual analysis, the investigation examines literal,
rational, and contextual indications within Quranic verses. By analyzing the
governing logic of relevant Quranic passages alongside classical and
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contemporary exegeses (including Al-Mizan, Fi Zilal al-Quran, Al-Tahrir wa
al-Tanwir, Mafatih al-Ghayb, and Al-Amthal), the authors synthesize and
categorize Quranic strategic principles into an integrated framework for
economic deterrence.

3. Findings

The findings demonstrate that while the Quran does not explicitly use the
modern term “economic deterrence,” it outlines a comprehensive, structured
system of strategic principles. These principles are classified into three
hierarchical levels:

A. Cognitive / Insight Principles (Worldview Foundations)

Principle of Monotheism (Tawhid): Serves as the foundational bedrock of
economic deterrence. Monotheism unifies the economic system across three
dimensions: (a) Content Unity (integrating all economic rules into a
harmonious, contradiction-free structure, Surah A'raf 7:96); (b) Structural
Unity (establishing a distinct Islamic economic system differentiated from
capitalism or socialism); and (c) Social Coherence (unifying believers under
a single divine covenant against external threats, Surah Al-Imran 3:103).
Monotheism also establishes a divine law wherein faith generates economic
abundance while disbelief fosters poverty and insecurity (Surah Nahl
16:112).

Principle of Economic Independence: Requires Islamic societies to
eliminate economic dependency on hostile powers while managing
sovereign trade relationships. It is anchored in four Quranic sub-concepts:
(a) Honor and Dignity ('lzzah, Surah Munafiqun 63:8); (b) Negation of
Hostile Dominance (Nafi al-Sabil, Surah Nisa 4:141); (c) Negation of
Reliance on Oppressors (Nafi al-Rukun, Surah Hud 11:113); and (d)
Economic Self-Sufficiency (Surah Al-Fath 48:29).

B. Structural Principles (Internal Resilience & Capacity Building)

Principle of Preventing Economic Harms: Focuses on fortifying internal
economic structures against individual vices (usury/riba, hoarding, bribery,
theft, gambling, wastefulness, luxury) and systemic vulnerabilities
(economic injustice, foolish financial management, food insecurity). Harms
are categorized into fixed harms (universally prohibited) and variable harms
(context-dependent actions, such as consuming foreign goods when it harms
domestic production).
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Principle of Reliance on Domestic Production: Emphasizes maximizing
local resource exploitation and production capacity through: (a) Belief in
abundant divine resources (rain, wind, earth, minerals, marine wealth); (b)
Cultivating productive motivation (Surah Hud 11:61); and (c¢) Providing
production infrastructure (Surah A'raf 7:10: resource access, human labor,
and supporting technologies).

Principle of Production System Dynamism & Empowerment: Demands
continuous adaptation, innovation, and expansion of productive capacity
(Surah Hud 11:52, Surah Isra 17:7). Prophet Joseph's 14-year economic plan
(Surah Yusuf 12:47-48) provides a masterclass in production dynamism,
featuring long-term planning, optimal grain storage in spikes, disciplined
consumption, continuous perseverance (da'aban), and balancing immediate
needs with future reserves.

Principle of Industry-Centered Production: Identifies industrial capability
as the primary engine of economic power and strategic self-reliance. Key
Quranic industrial paradigms include: (a) Defense and Arms Industry (Surah
Anbiya 21:80, Saba 34:10-11 - Prophet David's chainmail armor); (b)
Infrastructure & Dam Construction (Surah Kahf 18:94-97 - Dhul-Qarnayn's
barrier); (c) Strategic Shelters & Fortifications (Surah Hijr 15:82, Hashr
59:14); (d) Guarding & Detection Systems (Surah Jinn 72:8-9 - sky sentinels
as a metaphor for modern defensive surveillance networks); and (e)
Transportation Industry (Surah Nahl 16:8).

C. Defensive Principles (Active Deterrence & Countermeasures)

Principle of Possession of Economic Power: Asserts that robust economic
power actively deters external aggression (“Allah promised you abundant
spoils... and withheld the hands of people from you”, Surah Al-Fath 48:20).
High economic capability provides manifest influence (direct leverage) and
latent influence (interdependence), while generating financial capital to fund
national defense.

Principle of Economic Threat: Involves communicating clear, credible
counter-threats to impose severe economic costs if an adversary initiates
coercive actions. Exemplified by Prophet Joseph's economic ultimatum to
his brothers (Surah Yusuf 12:59-61). Effective economic threats require four
attributes: explicit transparency, uncompromising seriousness, undeniable
credibility, and backing by actual power (Surah Yusuf 12:56).

Principle of Retaliation in Kind (Tit-for-Tat): Authorizes proportional
economic countermeasures when an adversary violates international
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agreements or imposes coercive blockades (Surah Baqarah 2:194: “Whoever
transgresses against you, transgress against them in like manner”). Governed
strictly by principles of justice (Surah Ma'idah 5:8) and exact proportionality
(Surah Nahl 16:126).

Principle of Destruction of Attacking Actor's Economic Resources:
Represents the ultimate deterrence measure against incorrigible, hostile
adversaries to strip them of aggressive capabilities. Implemented
progressively through: (a) Partial asset destruction (Surah Hashr 59:5 -
cutting select palm trees of Banu Nadir to induce surrender); (b) Extensive
asset destruction (Surah Saba 34:16 - destruction of Saba's dams/gardens);
(c) Total resource obliteration (Surah Yunus 10:88 - Prophet Moses' prayer
for the destruction of Pharaoh's wealth); and (d) Complete destruction of the
aggressor alongside their wealth (Surah Qasas 28:79-81 - the collapse and
destruction of Qarun/Korah).

4. Conclusion

The synthesis of cognitive, structural, and defensive principles derived
from the Holy Quran establishes a comprehensive, multi-layered strategic
framework for economic deterrence. Monotheism and economic
independence establish the ideological foundation, ensuring system
coherence and sovereign decision-making. Structural principles—preventing
economic vulnerabilities, maximizing domestic production, sustaining
system dynamism, and prioritizing industrial technological development—
fortify internal resilience against external shocks. Finally, defensive
principles—Ileveraging economic power, issuing credible counter-threats,
executing proportional tit-for-tat retaliation, and progressively targeted
destruction of hostile economic assets—provide active deterrence
mechanisms. Together, this Quranic model increases the cost of coercive
blockades for aggressive actors while neutralizing or mitigating potential
damages for target societies, offering Islamic nations a viable, sovereign
doctrine for enduring economic security.
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Objective: Within the framework of Islamic thought, sexual self-
control is both a moral virtue and an essential prerequisite for
spiritual growth, individual well-being, and social stability. This
research aimed to formulate and empirically validate a process model
of sexual self-control by integrating the insights of religious experts
and behavioral science specialists with revelatory Islamic teachings.
Method: Adopting an exploratory sequential mixed-methods
design, the qualitative phase involved semi-structured interviews
with 11 university and seminary experts in psychology and
religious studies, selected via snowball sampling to theoretical
saturation. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis via
ATLAS.ti. The quantitative phase validated the qualitative model
using a researcher-made 5-point Likert questionnaire administered
to a stratified random sample of 213 university students. Data were
evaluated using Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) and Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM) in AMOS and SmartPLS.

Findings: Qualitative analysis identified 23 organizing themes
categorized into four structural components: Antecedents
(mismanagement of family relations, lack of religious values in the
home, weakened chastity culture, white marriage/cohabitation
promotion, weak faith); Strategies (avoiding abnormal stimuli,
strengthening faith, facilitating marriage, skill empowerment,
Quranic/Hadith sexual education, chastity/modesty/piety, self-
monitoring); Contextual Factors (addiction, poverty/unemployment,
rising marriage age, hijab/clothing, extreme sensation-seeking); and
Outcomes (sense of self-worth, reduced sexual deviations and high-
risk behaviors, psychological peace, social security, enhanced self-
monitoring). Quantitative SEM confirmed all structural causal paths
(B = 0.420-0.680, p < 0.001) with strong fit indices (y*/df = 2.858,
RMSEA =0.090, CFI = 0.887).

Conclusion: Sexual self-control in Islamic thought functions as a
dynamic cognitive-spiritual and ecological process wherein
personal faith and ethical self-monitoring interact with
environmental buffers and social marriage support to foster
emotional tranquility and social health.
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Introduction

Sexuality represents a fundamental and innate dimension of human
biology and psychology. In Divine wisdom, the human body is endowed
with reproductive apparatuses and a powerful sexual drive to guarantee the
continuation of the human species through legitimate marital unions. While
sexual desire fulfills a vital pleasurable and reproductive function, it
remains inherently susceptible to distortion and excess. To safeguard
human dignity and social harmony, Divine intellect (4g/) is positioned to
govern instinctual impulses. However, sexual desire does not automatically
subserve reproductive or rational ends, nor does human reason exercise
uninterrupted dominance across all developmental stages. Consequently,
uninhibited sexual drives lead to moral deviations and behavioral
pathologies that jeopardize family cohesion and community stability.
Unregulated sexual behaviors transcend age cohorts and social contexts,
manifesting in severe personal and societal harms including rape, child
sexual abuse, workplace harassment, infidelity, incest, prostitution, and
high-risk non-marital exposures.

To address these risk behaviors, Western scholarship has presented
divergent paradigms ranging from Comprehensive Sexuality Education
(CSE)—which prioritizes harm reduction and contraceptive knowledge—
to Abstinence-Only interventions. However, dominant empirical models
exhibit critical conceptual limitations when applied to faith-based contexts.
Baumeister and Exline’s strength model focuses strictly on individual ego
depletion while neglecting cultural-religious values; Love’s social control
framework emphasizes institutional bonds without accounting for internal
spiritual faith; and Quinn-Nilas’s emotional regulation model neglects
religious chastity (/ffah). Domestic studies in Islamic contexts have
similarly suffered from descriptive limitations, lacking rigorous
quantitative validation. Within Islamic thought, sexual regulation is
grounded in a holistic dual paradigm: facilitating lawful marriage
alongside cultivating sexual self-control (Khwishtandari / Iffah). In Islamic
sources, chastity is defined not merely as passive restraint, but as an active
internal mastery over instinctual impulses, encompassing modesty in gaze,
speech, financial dealings, and bodily conduct. Grounded in Quranic
injunctions (e.g., Surah An-Nur 30-31, Al-Isra 32) and Hadith traditions,
this study addresses existing literature gaps by formulating and empirically
validating a process model of sexual self-control from expert perspectives
within Islamic thought.
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Method

This study utilized an exploratory sequential mixed-methods design
(qualitative followed by quantitative) to construct and validate the process
model of sexual self-control. In the qualitative phase, the research focused on
identifying and explaining the conceptual dimensions of sexual self-control.
The statistical population comprised academic professors and seminary
scholars possessing dual expertise in Islamic studies and behavioral
psychology. Using snowball sampling, 11 experts (8 males, 3 females; 91%
PhD/Ijtihad holders; 64% with 11-20 years of experience) were interviewed
using semi-structured protocols until theoretical saturation was reached.
Qualitative data were transcribed verbatim and analyzed via thematic analysis
using ATLAS.ti software. An initial pool of 159 raw codes was extracted,
refined, merged, and organized into a coherent process framework
encompassing 23 organizing themes under four overarching categories.

In the quantitative phase, the structural validity and empirical fit of the
qualitative model were evaluated. A researcher-made questionnaire was
constructed based on the 23 organizing themes on a 5-point Likert scale
ranging from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). Face and content
validity were confirmed by a panel of expert reviewers. Instrument reliability
was established through a pilot test (N = 20), yielding a total Cronbach's alpha
of 0.83 (Antecedents = 0.86, Contextual Factors = 0.77, Strategies = 0.89,
Outcomes = 0.74). The target quantitative population comprised undergraduate
and postgraduate students at Islamic Azad University, International Branch.
Using stratified random sampling, a sample of 213 students was recruited
(77% male, 23% female; 28% aged 20-30, 51% aged 31-35, 21% aged >35;
61% doctoral candidates, 33% master's, 6% bachelor's). Data were analyzed
using SPSS, AMOS, and SmartPLS, applying Confirmatory Factor Analysis
(CFA) and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM).

Findings

The qualitative and quantitative findings established a comprehensive
four-component process model of sexual self-control grounded in Islamic
thought. The first component, Antecedents, encompasses five organizing
themes representing foundational root causes that weaken sexual self-
control: weakness in managing family relationship dynamics, absence of
religious values within the household, erosion of the societal culture of
chastity (Iffah), decline in marriage formation culture alongside the
promotion of single living and cohabitation (“white marriage”), and
weakness of personal faith, religious commitment, and spiritual identity.
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The second component, Strategic Factors, comprises seven organizing
themes detailing actionable cognitive, behavioral, and spiritual interventions:
proactive avoidance of abnormal and provocative sexual stimuli (e.g.,
controlling gaze, digital media filtering), strengthening religious faith (/man)
and spiritual conviction, facilitating and accelerating early marriage,
psychological empowerment and skill development (impulse control, distress
tolerance), implementation of Islamic sexual education derived directly from
the Quran and Hadith, cultivation of chastity (/ffak), modesty/shame (Haya),
and God-consciousness (7agwa), and active spiritual self-monitoring,
equivalent to the Islamic practice of Muragabah (ethical self-inspection).

The third component, Contextual Factors, identifies four key
environmental and individual moderating variables: socioeconomic distress
(poverty, unemployment, addiction, financial greed), increasing average age of
marriage due to cumbersome cultural customs and economic barriers, public
dress standards and modesty (Hijab), and high levels of individual sensation-
seeking personality traits. The fourth component, Outcomes, outlines seven
major positive results achieved through successful implementation of the
model: heightened sense of personal self-worth and human dignity (Karamat-
e-Nafs), substantial reduction in sexual deviations, significant decrease in
high-risk sexual behaviors, elimination of irresponsible sexual interactions,
attainment of optimal psychological peace and mental tranquility, preservation
of individual safety, physical health, and social security, and reinforcement of
ongoing self-governance and self-monitoring.

Quantitative validation via Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA)
confirmed strong item-factor loadings above 0.60 across all constructs.
Model fit indices demonstrated robust structural convergence: Chi-square to
degrees of freedom ratio (¥?/df) = 2.858, Goodness-of-Fit Index (GFI) =
0.835, Adjusted Goodness-of-Fit Index (AGFI) = 0.841, Comparative Fit
Index (CFI) = 0.887, Normed Fit Index (NFI) = 0.845, and Root Mean
Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) = 0.090 (with individual construct
CFA RMSEAs ranging between 0.047 and 0.066). Path analysis via
SmartPLS confirmed statistically significant structural relationships at p <
0.001 with Critical Ratios exceeding 1.96: Antecedents to Process Model
(standardized estimate = 0.420, standard error = 0.056, CR = 4.018);
Strategic Factors to Process Model (standardized estimate = 0.680, standard
error = 0.045, CR = 3.813); Contextual Factors to Process Model
(standardized estimate = 0.440, standard error = 0.042, CR = 2.958); and
Process Model to Outcomes (standardized estimate = 0.440, standard error =
0.042, CR =2.958).
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Conclusion

This research provides an empirically validated process model of sexual self-
control grounded in Islamic thought, bridging the gap between religious doctrine
and behavioral science. Unlike secular models that rely exclusively on ego
strength (Baumeister) or external social controls (Love), the Islamic model
operates as a multidimensional, cognitive-spiritual, and ecological system. It
demonstrates that sexual self-control is neither passive repression nor hyper-
vigilant suppression; rather, it represents a positive state of spiritual empowerment
(Karamat-e-Nafs) sustained by faith (Iman), modesty (Haya), proactive stimulus
control, family stability, and the social facilitation of marriage.

The historical shift in post-revolutionary Iran from external social
controls to evolving youth attitudes—influenced by globalization,
digital media, and delayed marriage—underscores the urgent need for
internal self-governance. Modesty (Hijab) and stimulus management
function as protective environmental buffers, while spiritual self-
monitoring (Muragabah) provides continuous cognitive guidance.
Practically, the findings offer four actionable policy recommendations:
integrating age-appropriate Islamic sexual education into early school
curricula to build boundary awareness; reducing economic and
cultural hurdles to facilitate early marriage; offering family counseling
centered on faith-based emotional management; and promoting digital
media literacy to mitigate hyper-sexualized external stimuli.
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1. Himanen, M., & Gunst.

2. Rape.

3. Sexual abuse of children

4. Platteau.

5. homosexuality.
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7. Fitouchi.

8. fornication.

9.adultery.

10. prostitution.
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1. Sexual assaults at parties.
2.sexual indiscretions.

3. Masturbation.

4.Kelley.

5.DelLisi.

6.Powers, R. A., & Kaukinen.
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I. Introduction:

For centuries, dominant Western philosophical paradigms—ranging from
René Descartes’ mechanical dualism (béte-machine) to Immanuel Kant’s
anthropocentric moral philosophy—have categorized nonhuman animals
through an ontology of deficit, defining them primarily by their lack of
human-like rationality, reflective self-awareness, and propositional language.
In contrast, the semantic horizon of the Holy Qur'an establishes a deeply
anti-anthropocentric worldview wherein animals are recognized as
autonomous, organized communities (umamun amthalukum, Surah Al-
An‘am: 38) possessing intrinsic existential dignity (karamat-i dati-yi
wujudi), situated cognitive awareness, and direct spiritual communion with
the Divine (Surah An-Nir: 41).

Despite these explicit scriptural foundations, modern Quranic
commentary has frequently been compromised by an "anthropocentric virus"
(virts-i insan-mahiirT). This reductionist reading evaluates nonhuman life
through a purely utilitarian and instrumental lens, reducing animals to
background scenery for human moral dramas or mere biological
commodities. Such readings overlook the most profound dimension of
animal presence in the Quranic text: their assigned epistemological primacy,
moral authority, and direct educational agency (fa‘iliyyat-i tarbiyatl) over
human beings. The primary objective of this research is to analyze how the
Qur'an formulates, validates, and semantically structures the educational
authority and intrinsic dignity of animals relative to humanity, reconstructing
an eco-theological framework that demonstrates how animals act as
pedagogical mentors, ethical whistleblowers, crisis leaders, and architectural
exemplars.

II. Methodology

This study employs a multi-level hybrid qualitative design combining
Quranic semantics, qualitative content analysis, comparative exegesis, and
Diltheyan empathetic-hermeneutic reconstruction across five structured
operational steps:

Data Universe Compilation: A comprehensive lexicographical and
concordance survey identified 204 verses related to fauna across general
categories (Dabba, An‘am, Ta’ir) and 31 specific animal species named in
the Qur'an.

Purposeful Sampling: Selection of 12 iconic animal case studies based on
three criteria: explicit direct educational interaction between animal and



451 Educational-Ethical C

iponents and Models of ...| Abdulsalam Hamid Tuma Al-Yaqoubi et al

human/environment; prominent pedagogical or moral value; and clear
representation of nonhuman educational authority. Selected cases include the
Crow, Ant, Honeybee, Hoopoe, Dog, Mosquito, Fly, Spider, Donkey, Apes,
Frog, She-Camel, and Whale.

Qualitative 4-Category Systemic Coding: Data was systematically coded
into four core analytical nodes:

Existential status and levels of consciousness (inner awareness,
community status, direct divine revelation).

Channels of knowledge acquisition and transmission (intuitive,
instinctual, and direct cosmic inspiration / Wahy Takwini).

Educational and moral functions (direct pedagogical mentoring,
behavioral criticism, or warning parables).

Human cognitive response (intellectual transformation or epistemic
humility).

Comparative Exegesis: Synthesis of classical exegeses (Al-Tabari, Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi, Al-Zamakhshari, Al-Qurtubi, Ibn Kathir, Al-Tabataba'i,
Sayyid Qutb) alongside contemporary biological, entomological, and
ecological literature.

Empathetic-Hermeneutic Reconstruction: Application of Wilhelm
Dilthey’s methodology to reconstruct the text’s horizon, deconstructing
speciesist biases embedded in post-classical commentaries.

III. Findings:

Qualitative and semantic analysis reveals that animals in the Qur'an
function as active educational agents (kunishgaran-i fa‘al-i tarbiyati). The
findings across major animal archetypes include:

Epistemic Primacy in Ritual Ethics (The Crow, Al-Ma‘idah: 31):
Following humanity's first homicide (Cain killing Abel), human intellect
reached a dead end regarding the disposal of the corpse. God dispatched a
crow—not an angel or prophet—to perform a practical demonstration of
burial. The text uses the verb ba‘atha (the exact root used for divine prophet
hood emission), underscoring the crow's commissioned educational
authority. Cain’s confession ("Am I unable to be like this crow...?") marks an
explicit acknowledgement of human intellectual limitation and animal
pedagogical priority, establishing the sacredness of human burial rituals.

Civic Leadership and Crisis Management (The Ant, An-Naml: 18-19):
The ant narrative displays emergency leadership, crisis communication, and
civic ethics. As noted by Ibn Kathir, the ant’s short statement integrates ten
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distinct rhetorical devices (call, alert, audience specification, command, safe
zone, hazard alert, entity identification, status summary, and presumption of
innocence). Crucially, the ant incorporates the principle of structural
presumption of innocence (asl-i bara’at), assuming Solomon’s armies might
crush them "unknowingly" (wa-hum la yash‘urtin). Prophet Solomon’s
appreciative response acknowledges nonhuman cognitive awareness with
humility rather than imperial arrogance.

Cosmic Inspiration and Altruistic Service (The Honeybee, An-Nahl: 68—
69): The bee receives direct cosmic revelation (Wahy Takwini) without
human or angelic mediation. The Quranic grammar employs feminine
singular forms (ittakhidhi, kuli, usluki), aligning with modern biology
confirming worker bees are female. The bee’s hexagonal engineering
maximizes structural durability with minimal material, yielding propolis and
healing honey (shifa’ li-l-nas), providing an ecological paradigm of
sustainable productivity and community service.

Independent Theological Analysis (The Hoopoe, An-Naml: 20-28): The
Hoopoe exemplifies nonhuman intellectual autonomy. Confronting
Solomon, the Hoopoe declares: "I have encompassed that which you have
not encompassed." Relying on empirical field observation, the Hoopoe
analyzes the socio-political and theological state of Sheba, identifies sun-
worship as an ideological deviation, and offers a monotheistic critique.
Solomon verifies the empirical evidence rather than dismissing the
nonhuman observer.

Transcendental Loyalty and Canine Dignity (The Dog, Al-Kahf: 18): In
Surah Al-Kahf, the dog guarding the cave companions is elevated to an
honorable role in divine revelation, refuting absolute cultural vilification of
canines. Conversely, the allegorical comparison in Surah Al-A‘raf (7:176)
regarding the panting dog critiques insatiable human greed (Balaam ben
Beor) rather than denigrating the dog’s intrinsic nature.

Microscopic Precision and Parables of Deterioration: The mosquito
(Ba‘tida) narrative utilizes the feminine singular form matching female
blood-feeding, while fa-ma fawqaha points to sub-microscopic parasites and
cellular organisms. The fly (Dhubab) parable details extra-intestinal
digestion, where regurgitated digestive enzymes alter food externally,
rendering recovery impossible. Additional parables critique unapplied
human knowledge (the book-bearing donkey, Surah Al-Jumu‘ah) and fragile
digital/material structures (the spider's house, Surah Al-‘Ankabiit).
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IV. Conclusions:

This study deconstructs anthropocentric biases in classical and
contemporary exegesis, establishing a foundation for Islamic Eco-Theology
(Eco-Ilahiyyat-i Islami) and inter-species jurisprudence (Figh-i Bayn-Giina’1).

The research demonstrates that the Quranic concept of Dabba
encompasses all living creatures (human and nonhuman) under a unified
ontological umbrella without speciesist hierarchy. Furthermore, human
vicegerency (Khilafa) is redefined not as unrestrained mastery or
exploitation, but as humble, God-centric stewardship (sarparasti-yi
khudasalaranah) and inter-species equality.

Practically, these Quranic findings harmonize with modern international
animal rights standards, such as UNESCO’s Universal Declaration of
Animal Rights. They provide a scriptural foundation for establishing
laboratory ethics charters and reviving traditional Islamic eco-legal
institutions, including Hima (protected environmental reserves) and Waqf al-
Bi’a (environmental trusts), offering operational solutions for modern
ecological crises through spiritual humility and inter-species justice.
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